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Tackling Turkey Term

Aileen Cui ’20 eplains why we 
need an alternative to Winter Term 
academic structure. 
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Lawrenceville’s Com-
petitive Rock Climbing 
Team
Jasmine Zhang ’20 speaks with 
members of the School’s Indoor 
Rock Climbing Team about chal-
lenges of the sport and recent meets.
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Big Red Boys Varsity 
Ice Hockey Trium-
phant over Rival PDS
Eric Morais ’21, Gabriel Gaw 
’21, and Ethan Markel ’21 recap 
the team’s exciting victory. 
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Okorie Johnson: 
Imagining MLK 
through Music 

Model UN Triumphs at Yale 
Conference

Five members of the Lawrenceville’s Model United Nations team were awarded Best 
Delegate in their respective committees, while the team overall won the Outstanding Small Delegation Award. 
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CHRISTINE CHENG ’21
NEWS ASSOCIATE

Lawrenceville’s Model United 
Nations (MUN) team competed at 
the 45th annual Yale Model United 
Nations conference, an interna-
tional relations simulation, from last 
Thursday, January 17, to this past 
Sunday. More than 1,800 delegates 
from over 40 countries gathered at 
the conference, assuming the roles 
of United Nations representatives, 
members of international bodies, and 
policymakers in national cabinets. 

Led by Lawrenceville MUN Club 
Advisor Kim McMenamin, the 
team consisted of V Formers Sahil 
Malhotra, Stephanie Yoon, Cam-
eron Desnoes, Shaezmina Khan, 
Lex Decker, Zain Fazal, and Ri-
shi Bagaria and IV Formers Anika 
Bagaria, Chris Delaney, Dami Kim, 
Arya Singh, and Deven Kinney. 

Each Lawrenceville student 
participated in a separate com-
mittee, which ranged from 12 
to over 90 delegates in size. In 
these committees, they tackled is-
sues such as international security, 
political and economic develop-
ment, human rights, and sustain-
ability. Students prepared for the 
competition by practicing their 
opening speeches in conference 
simulations. In addition, each stu-
dent gathered research and wrote 
a position paper detailing a unique 
resolution to their committee topic. 

“You have to be able to alter your 
public speaking according to the 
environment. For example, if other 
people in the room are aggressive, 

you have project your voice and 
stand out [from the rest],” Deck-
er said, speaking on his strategy.  

Yoon, Khan, Fazal, Decker, and 
Anika Bagaria were each awarded 
Best Delegate in their respective 
committees; Desnoes earned Out-
standing Delegate; and Kim, Singh, 
Malhotra, and Delaney received 
Honorable Mentions. Overall, the 
Lawrenceville team won the Out-
standing Small Delegation award.

McMenamin said, “The last four 
days have been an incredible expe-
rience for our delegation. The team 

has been preparing for months, and 
it showed. Each Lawrentian was 
critically engaged in speaking, col-
laborating, and drafting resolutions 
during all seven committee sessions.”

On Lawrenceville winning Out-
standing Small Delegation, Khan, 
who served as co-head delegate, 
said, “I am very happy with our 
performance. We don’t compete at 
many conferences, so for us to ex-
cel where it counts is really great 
[…] I’m also proud of how hard we 
worked to prepare, especially given 
the busyness of Lawrenceville.” 

Cellist, performer, and story-
teller Okorie “OKCello” Johnson 
addressed and performed for the 
Lawrenceville community this 
past Thursday at school meeting. 
Johnson, who began playing the 
cello at the age of six, describes 
his style as a fusion of classi-
cal, jazz, EDM, reggae, and funk. 

Johnson’s address began with an 
explanation of the first song that 
he would perform, “Fire,” which he 
hoped would remind Lawrentians 
of Martin Luther King’s “yelling 
fire” by demanding equality during 

the Civil Rights Movement. He 
hoped Lawrentians would imagine 
“a small flame that grows into a 
towering inferno” as he performed. 

The second song John-
son performed, “Story Time,” 
had an interactive component. 

“I like to tell stories with my mu-
sic […] If I can put a series of expe-
riences or emotions into a sequence 
or conversation, then I can support 
the plot of a narrative,” Johnson 
said, as he invited students to close 
their eyes and create a mental 
story that accompanied the music. 

“Imagine a protagonist, a setting, 

a historical era, or maybe a color, 
and watch the movie that unfolds 
before your eyes,” Johnson said. 

The third song that he per-
formed, “Liminal,” is arguably 
his most famous. “Liminal” is 
a tribute to Johnson’s youth, in 
which he “travelled between dif-
ferent worlds,” such as his home-
town, a predominantly black 
community, and his prep school, 
a predominantly white one. 

Johnson concluded his set with 
“Springtime in Wakanda,” which 
takes inspiration from the beauty 
of the springtime and the fic-
tional country of Black Panther. 

On his inspiration for improvisa-

tional music, Johnson said, “There’s 
this feedback loop between risk 
and expression, […] and I believe 
that it’s important to take the 
risk because the risk creates mo-
tion. That’s what keeps me going.”

Following Johnson’s perfor-
mances, Assistant Dean of Fac-
ulty Alison Easterling P’19 invited 
members of the Lawrenceville 
community to join Johnson in 
the Stephan Room of the Ab-
bott Dining Hall for a ques-
tion and answer session. Johnson 
also hosted a master class in the 
Clark Music Center that evening. 

Johnson performed four songs, 
which he tied to Dr. King’s contributions.  

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Fans donned red to support the Boys Varsity Ice 
Hockey team as it played rival Princeton Day School on Thursday, January 24. 

Alex Baker ’19/THE LAWRENCE

POTW: Let’s Go Big 
Red!

Courtesy of Shaezmina Khan ’19
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Acknowledging the Problem

Corrections
Readers who notice errors should contact the Managing Editor at izhang19@lawrenceville.org.
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The majority of high school stu-
dents across America would 
agree on one thing: High school 

absolutely sucks. Academics has sudden-
ly started to require actual studying. Tests 
can take multiple hours; essays, multiple 
pages. Having a social life now requires 
intricate public displays and expert navi-
gation on the seas of drama. Meanwhile, 
the prospect of college—and adult 
life—has stopped looking so distant, and 
students are scrambling to find them-
selves—and figure out what the phrase 
“finding yourself ” even means. It’s a 
soul-searching, identity-building, disas-
ter-mode version of life. And it drags 
on for four whole years. Faced with this 
‘harsh’ reality, what’s a high schooler to 
do but complain? 

Meanwhile, the adults in our lives 
take it upon themselves to take us down 
a few pegs. Their faces puff in indigna-
tion, their brows furrow in anger. In their 
day, young adults likely didn’t go off to 
college, or if they did, you can be sure it 
was on foot, all three-mile treks through 
five-foot snowdrifts and driving rains. 
And although none of them will men-
tion this fact, you can also be sure it was 
far more affordable and far easier to get 
into a top school. 

Yes, all of these descriptions are just 
parodies of teenage life and adult re-

sponses to it. Or perhaps they com-
pletely misrepresent who teenagers—
particularly teenage Lawrentians—are. 
Though there are certainly exceptions, 
the majority of Lawrentians are, at heart, 
honest, hardworking students searching 
for direction, who came to this school 
prepared to work hard and determined 
to make others proud. A sizeable pro-
portion of Lawrentians work too much 

rather than too little, apologize too of-
ten rather than too infrequently. In fact, 
many are self-aware to a fault: Most of 
the teenagers on the Lawrence board, 
for example, state outright that they 
complain too much, as if attempting to 
apologize for their generation’s perceived 
wrongs. The complaining, if there is any, 
is often done in a tongue-in-cheek way. 

However, the way teenagers have 
been misrepresented by others, espe-
cially adults, almost pales in comparison 
to how teenagers mischaracterize the 

know and discover areas of possible 
interest. And yet, in order to dis-
cover what we want to explore, we 
need to know what exists to be ex-
plored; thus, our very lack of knowl-
edge makes some form of guidance 
or general outline necessary, hence 
the course requirements. 

However, an entirely predeter-
mined education leads to little 
possibility for exploration. On the 
spectrum between choice and ri-
gidity, Lawrenceville’s two years 
of required introductory courses 
for science and history, along with 
three years for English, moves too 
far from choice.  A curriculum 
steeped in this guiding framework 
allows too little time to discover 
new interests or specialize in a spe-
cific topic. The result is that by the 
time most Lawrentians finish their 
sophomore year—half 
of their time at Law-
re n c e v i l l e — t h e y 
will have only 
been able to 
truly choose 
one class: 
a single 
t e r m 
o f 

religion. 
While some may argue that 

Lawrenceville’s specific introducto-

adults in their lives. We at Lawrenceville 
are fortunate to have an administration 
that actively tries to listen to us, one that 
takes our problems seriously, as it has 
demonstrated time and time again when 
it implements new changes in pace. Be-
yond the administration, we have been 
gifted with teachers who, even when 
they’re assigned to play the role of par-
ent, actually make an effort. If there are 
any adults giving us flack for complain-
ing, it’s usually only when they’ve caught 
us whinging for laughs. 

So why, then, do so many members of 
the community, both students and adults 
alike, assume that, when students say 
they’re having trouble keeping up with 
Lawrenceville’s pace of life, they’re sim-
ply complaining too much? Why must 
we always suspect that the adults don’t 
truly care about making life on campus 
more bearable? Why is it that, when 
members of our community try to solve 
a problem with our pace of life, we must 
all accuse those affected by that problem 
of simply being wrong? 

We now need to realize that all of 
us—teachers, administrators, and stu-
dents alike—are trying their hardest to 
make Lawrenceville a better place. And 
instead of brushing off problems that 
arise, we should take the time to care. 

-KX

––––––––
Why [...], when members 
of our community try to 

solve a problem, must we 
all accuse those affected of 

simply being wrong? 
––––––––

ry courses are necessary to prepare 
students with the analytic mind-
set to approach the rigors of later 
courses, this is not true.The fallacy 
that only uniform, predetermined 
introductory courses have the capa-
bility to act as a stepping stones re-
lies on the premise that other spe-
cialized courses are too difficult to 
be accessed immediately. In reality, 
specialized courses are just as capa-
ble in preparing student in mindset. 
Topicality changes, but analytical 
rigor doesn’t have to. For example, 
while juniors can 
choose between 
biology and 
c h e m i s -

try—and they 
Jupiter Huang ’21/THE LAWRENCE

then exposing them to knowledge 
should aid in this pursuit. While 
there is no way to ensure that 
students will leave Lawrenceville 
knowing their life passions, by be-
ing exposed to more nuanced and 
detailed experiences while under-
standing more about the world, the 
possibilities for finding one’s inter-
ests increase. Broad and overarch-
ing foundational courses may help 
in setting up these possibilities, 
but there is point in which they 
ultimately hinder progress. An in-
troductory year of Cultural Studies 

may be beneficial to one’s ap-
proach to history, is it 

worth another year, 
half of your entire 

Lawrenceville career, to 
further acclimate to this concept? 
C a n the same not be done in a 

non-uniform course 
system?

The central 
reasoning behind 

L a w r e n c e v -
ille’s core 
curriculum 
sy s t em—a 
classic lib-
eral arts 
approach—

is premised 
on varying 

one’s exposure 
to the world to 

elevate a student’s 
overall understand-

ing. However, the in-
flexibility of this system 

leaves much to be desired. 
While Lawrenceville’s cur-

riculum should still adhere 
to its values of a core system, 

more choices should be offered to 
replace fundamental introductory 
courses.

differ in topic—both theoretical-
ly serve the overarching purpose 
of cultivating higher level science 
work. At the lower level, this can be 
true as well. Forces of the Modern 
World, which touches on topics in 
European, world, and U.S. history, 
can be split into those three cours-
es, allowing for specialization and 
choice while still preparing for later 
academic intensity.

If the goal of an ef-
fective educa- tion is 
to lead stu- d e n t s 

towards 

v a r i o u s 
p o t e n t i a l 

interests, 

Over winter break, I had the 
chance to reconvene with 
several friends from out-

side of Lawrenceville. After having 
not seen one another for months, 
the conversation inevitably turned 
to school. As everyone went around 
sharing his or her experiences, I 
was eventually asked the age-old 
question: “What courses are you 
taking now?” In a practically re-
hearsed statement, I explained how 
Lawrenceville’s course selection 
worked with the School’s special-
ized curriculum deviating from the 
standardized classes found at most 
schools. However, as I went on to 
explain the many “advanced” cours-
es I had built up to my junior year, 
most of them frowned. The majori-
ty of them had taken those courses 
long before, if not doubling on spe-
cialized courses in their area of in-
terest. While I was currently learn-
ing U.S. history, many of them had 
long since moved on to European 
History and economics. The dif-
ference, of course, lay in the many 
foundational courses for freshman 
and sophomores (Cultural Studies/
Forces), predetermined courses we 
at Lawrenceville were required to 
study at a high level. However, as I 
reflected on their outsider per-
spective, it seemed I had very 
little choice in my own ed-
ucation.

I did my best to 
justify Lawrencev-
ille’s paradigm: 
Education plays 
a critical role 
in providing the 
framework for discovering in-
terests. High school is often a time 
to branch out into what we don’t 

Plotting One’s Own Course
The case for increasing the variety and specificity of underclassmen courses

35days since the start of 
the 2018-2019 U.S. 
government shutdown. 
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What We Value, Who We Venerate

As our school community 
gathered in the Kirby Arts 
Center on Thursday, Janu-

ary 17 to congratulate Shelby M.C. 
Davis ’54 GP’06 ’07 ’15 ’18 on be-
coming this year’s recipient of the 
Aldo Leopold award, I was excited 
to hear what he had to say. He must 
have been granted this award for 
a special reason. But after hearing 
Davis speak, I couldn’t help but feel 
disappointed. 

I have no doubt that Davis is a 
great man who has accomplished 
many things over the years. Through-
out his speech, he advised us on how 
to survive outside of Lawrenceville 
and emphasized the value of good 
choices and education. However, as 
Davis is both a former vice presi-
dent at The Bank of New York and 
co-founder of the Davis-United 
World Colleges scholarship program 
intended to fund the education of 
international students, I was looking 
forward to a speech that would give 
me greater insight into what it means 
to become a philanthropist. 

Instead, I felt a sense of detachment 
coming from his words. His speech 
wasn’t centered around explaining a 
deeper philosophical meaning to his 
work: It was on how to make and 
save money. When Davis was asked 
about what kind of students are 
qualified for his scholarship program, 

he said something along the lines of, 
“I don’t do much.” It almost seemed 
as if he was only involved in the 
money aspect of his gifting-program 
and didn’t know much beyond that. 
What I learned that morning was the 
importance of saving money rather 
than of giving back. 

After the speech, these thoughts 
made me uneasy. They raised a 
crucial question: As an institu-
tion and a community, what do we 

value? Lawrenceville chose Davis for 
the Leopold Award—also known as 
the “Lawrenceville medal”— mean-
ing his actions and values align with 
our school’s. Thus, the selection of 
Davis as the award’s recipient seems 
to reflect that the School prioritizes 
wealth as opposed to our mission  
of “challeng[ing] a diverse commu-
nity of promising young people to 
lead lives of learning, integrity, and 
high purpose.” In this time of social 
and political chaos, shouldn’t lives of 

Why we need an alternative to the Winter Term academic structure

ISABELLE LEE ’21

ARTS ASSOCIATE

“high purpose” entail more than sim-
ply obtaining money in your lifetime? 
Entail becoming more conscious in-
dividuals and the next social 
and political changers in our 
shifting society? 

While making and sav-
ing money to support 

ourselves and families 
is important, 

those 
values 
c a n 
be ad-
dressed in 
different ways. 
The Leopold 
Award recipient 
should inspire us 
to be more aware 
and invested in 
tackling current 
events outside of 
our Lawrenceville 
bubbles and  to-
clearly reflect how 
we can make 
an impact 
b e y o n d 
m a k -
i n g 
money. 

Jeffrey Tao ’20/THE LAWRENCE

AILEEN CUI ’20
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“Time’s up!” my teacher 
declared, walking 
around the room to 

collect papers and reprimanding 
those trying to write last minute 
details for any partial credit. After 
this test, I walked out rather re-
lieved, until I realized that I had 
ten minutes to make final revi-
sions before turning in my essay. 

Granted, this scene might come 
from any other day at Lawrencev-
ille. Academics always demands 
much from students, especially 
in such a strenuous environment. 
However, Turkey Term differenti-
ates itself from other terms in its 
length and intensity. This two-
and-a-half week period is just 
long enough for teachers to intro-
duce new material and schedule a 
major assignment. From my per-
sonal experiences, such an influx 
in academic workload constitutes 
late nights in the library and early 
Starbucks runs to give myself 
enough time to complete every-
thing. The period becomes a whirl-
wind of papers and tests, and the 
structure of Turkey term begins to 
resemble a condensed version of 
major assignments week. Even as 
Turkey term takes place during a 
joyous time of year, the short time 
frame creates an amount of stress 
that often dampens holiday spirit, 
demonstrating that it may not be 

the most effective way to start out 
a new term. 

This past week, interims encom-
passing both the work students 
did during Turkey Term as well as 
work over the past couple of weeks 
after break were released; 
these comments and 
evaluations, how-
ever, reflect the 
tension be-
tween Tur-
key Term’s 
condensed aca-
demic rigor and 
the subsequent, 
lengthy break. 

During Turkey term, 
most teach-
ers end 
up as-
s i g n i n g 
at least 
one major 
assignment 
in the days lead-
ing up to break. 
However, since 
there is so little 
flexibility with the 
schedule, students do 
not have their usual option 
of pushing back an assign-
ment. In fact, this past Tur-
key term, the rule stating that 
only two tests and a quiz can 
be administered on the same 
day was waived, so there was 
no limit to the number of as-

signments a student could have on 
a particular day. 

Such a concentrated period of 
both learn- ing and assessments 
a r e , however, fol-

lowed by 
a three-

week long winter break filled with 
vacations, family events, or simply 
relaxation. Returning from break, 
students immediately dive back 
into tests and papers, many cumu-
lative and building off work done 
during Turkey T e r m . 
An issue t h e n 

a r i s e s 
c o n -
c e r n -

ing how s t u -
dent performance 
both before and 
after this break 
might not reflect 

their actual abili-
ties, as natural 
studying habits 
do not conform 
c o m f o r t a b l y 
into this time-
line. According 

to a study con-
ducted from 2008-2012 that 

uses data from half a million 
students in grades 2-9, stu-

dents lose on average 
between 25 and 30% of 

their school year learn-
ing during summer break. 

Granted, winter break is 
about one-third of a normal 
summer break, but 10% is 

still a good portion of memo-
ry loss. This phenomenon severely 
hinders a student’s ability to per-
form well on the cumulative tests 
that are given when they return 

back to school. Furthermore, the 
nature of the condensed studying 
that occurs during Turkey Term is 
not effective, especially given the 
numerous different things going 
on. If information is presented in 
too short a period of time with-
out allowing students to synthe-
size the information they learned, 
people often forget the material 
they were presented with because 
it was never actually learned in the 
first place. 

Ultimately, Turkey Term is an 
inefficient and inadequate start to 
a new term. Learning is—by its 
nature—cumulative, and the two 
long gaps in between periods of 
learning compromise a student’s 
ability to fully grasp and learn new 
concepts. Instead, the school ought 
to implement a system similar to 
that in various colleges, such as 
TCNJ, where there is a short break 
for families to celebrate Thanks-
giving followed by a much longer 
break after finals. This way, instead 
of two breaks, there is one longer 
one, and students can complete a 
term start to end without any ma-
jor interruptions or gaps in learn-
ing. This pacing and tempo could 
result in better learning environ-
ments and habits. By eliminating 
the stressful two weeks between 
breaks, students can better enjoy 
the holiday season and come back 
rejuvenated and ready to engage 
with new material. 

––––––––
What exactly do lives of 
“high purpose” entail to 

Lawrentians? Obtaining 
more money in your life-

time, or by educating your-
self to become the next social 
and political changer in our 

shifting society? 
––––––––

Tackling Turkey Term

Un-
d e r -

stand-
ing our 

i n c r e a s i n g l y 
complex world 
takes a keen un-
derstanding of the 
many nuanced is-
sues that plague it. 
Thus, as an educa-
tional community, 
we should instead 
be addressing social 
and environmental 
issues such as racism, 

sexual harass-
ment, factors 
h a r m i n g 
our envi-
ronment, 
and global 

setbacks in terrorism and radical 
groups.  

I do believe that Davis has done 
much to support those around him. 
As a philanthropist, he has contrib-
uted greatly to many students’ educa-
tions and is the reasons many students 
are able to receive such a valuable and 
rare education. But despite his con-
tributions, his values seem to deviate 
from what Lawrenceville wishes to 
instill in its students. 

As one of the most prestigious 
boarding schools in our nation, the 
purpose of an institution is often sim-
ply to preserve itself. Though it may 
seem at first glance that the only way 
Lawrenceville can achieve that goal 
is by funneling in donations from 
alumni and that it therefore should 
emphasize money, I hope that the 
School will realize that instilling so-
cial consciousness in our students and 
an active willingness to give back to 
the community is of more merit, than 
valuing money and wealth.

If this award represents is “the 
highest honor bestowed by Law-
renceville on an alumnus,” to hear 
from a speaker who inspires us to 
act and make a difference in our so-
ciety would be more valuable than 
anything else. As a community, we 
shouldn’t focus on the money that 
gives people the platform to make a 
difference but instead how they are 
using that platform to help those in 
need. 

Better utilizing the significance of the Aldo Leopold Award

Jeffrey Tao ’20/THE LAWRENCE
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“Sustainuary” Lecture Presents 
Climate Change as an Issue that 

Affects All of Us

Kathleen Biggins of C-Change Conver-
sations spoke on the impact of climate change. 

AVIGNA RAMACHANDRAN’21
NEWS ASSOCIATE

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

McKinney Urges Lawrentians to 
Look “Beyond the Beaches”

To kick off “Sustainuary,” Kath-
leen Biggins of C-Change Con-
versations, a local non-profit or-
ganization committed to raising 
awareness about climate change, 
gave a lecture at Lawrenceville 
this past Tuesday. The lecture is 
the first of a quarterly sustain-
ability series directed at the par-
ents and friends of the School to 
“reach out to not just students, 
but the community behind the 
gates [… in the form of ] a learn-

ing opportunity,” Director of Sus-
tainability Sam Kosoff P ’19 said.   

Of C-Change’s mission, Kosoff 
said, “Their goal is to depoliticize 
climate change and present scien-
tific fact so that the message gets 
to people that might not accept it.”

Biggins began by explaining the 
purpose of the presentation: “Most 
Americans understand that climate 
change is happening. A strong ma-
jority understand that man is in-
fluencing it. But what Americans 
report across the spectrum is that 
they don’t understand how it im-
pacts them personally and why 

there is such urgency to address 
it. And that is what this presenta-
tion was designed to help with.” 

 The majority of her presentation 
was on the evidence supporting cli-
mate change.  Biggins mentioned 
how temperature indexes have in-
creased over recent centuries and 
provided statistics suggesting hu-
man activity is the cause. Her goal 
in sharing these statistics was to 
emphasize that climate change is 
objective and is not an issue of po-
litical conservatism or liberalism. 
She also highlighted the economic 
and health consequences of cli-
mate change, referring to examples 
of flooding due to rising sea levels. 

Though Biggins noted that her 
presentation only showed projec-
tions, she stressed that the pro-
jections “are based on what we’re 
doing today, and not what we may 
do tomorrow” and that, essentially, 
it is possible that “we are putting 
our kids and grandkids in danger.” 

Closing with a hopeful mes-
sage about recent government 
action to slow climate change, 
Biggins also shared evidence 
that illustrated how long term 
solutions such as weaning off 
of fossil fuel and switching en-
ergy sources are still possible. 

Of the lecture, Kosoff said, “We 
need to act fast, and we need to act 
big. [Biggins] really came to that by 
looking at examples of companies 
that are beginning to give signifi-
cant attention to climate change.”.

McKinney presented on the hardships facing 
many Bahamians.  

Ankita Suri ’21/THE LAWRENCE

A Conversation with 
Alan Nurske ’66, 

Merrill Poet 
Members of the Lawrencev-

ille community attended the 
annual Merrill Poetry Reading 
in the Edith Memorial Chapel 
at 7:30 P.M. this past Thurs-
day. All IV Formers were re-
quired to attend the event. This 
year’s Merrill Poet, Alan Den-
nis Nurkse ’66, also met with 
IV Form English classes in the 
Heely Room and members of 
the Creative Writing Club to 
offer feedback on their pieces. 

Nurkse has authored 11 col-
lections of poetry, most recently 
completing Love in the Last 
Days: After Tristan and Iseult. 
Nurkse has received numer-
ous awards and honors includ-
ing a Literature Award from 
the American Academy of 
Arts and Letters and a Gug-
genheim Fellowship in poetry 

from the John Simon Guggen-
heim Foundation. He served as 
the poet laureate of Brooklyn 
from 1996 to 2001 and cur-
rently teaches in the Master of 
Fine Arts in Writing Program 
at Sarah Lawrence College. 

The Lawrence’s Avigna 
Ramachandran ’21 had the op-
portunity to sit down with 
Nurkse and inquire about his 
sustained experience in poetry. 

Avigna Ramachan-
dran ’21: When did you 
first start writing poetry?

Dennis Nurkse ’66: I started 
writing poetry when I was a 
little kid. I wanted to be a poet, 
play woodwind instruments, 
and I was interested in politics, 
and that’s exactly what I did.

AR: Why do you en-
joy writing poetry, and 
what inspired you to do so? 

DN: I was telling students in 
some of the classes [I met with] 
that I think we go through life 
speaking to each other “in code.” 
When someone passes away or 
we lose a loved one, we think of 
all the thousands of things we 
could’ve said and never said. I 

SHREYA KUMAR ’20
ARTS ASSOCIATE

think of poetry as a chance to 
say some of the things we always 
mean to say but never actually say. 

AR: How did your ex-
periences at Lawrencev-
ille influence your writing?

DN: I do have to say that I had 
a really great teacher here at Law-
renceville, [ Jim Waugh H’74 ’85 
’88 P’68 ’70 ’72 ’74 ’76 GP’12 ’13 
’16]. He was a poet himself, and 
he had a very profound influence 
on me. The academics at Law-
renceville were excellent, and 
they really did help me to study 
writers such as Shakespeare and 
Chaucer. While I didn’t par-
ticularly love Latin, it taught 
me a lot about language struc-
ture, which I’ve used ever since. 

AR: What have you en-
joyed most about teaching stu-
dents and sharing your knowl-
edge of poetry with them?

DN: I don’t think of it as 
“sharing my knowledge of po-

etry,” since everyone has [his 
or her] own idea of poetry, and 
sometimes, I learn what poetry is 
from a student. I think I’ve been 
fortunate to not only teach in 
graduate schools, but also pris-
ons, literacy workshops, and old 
age homes. Teaching poetry is a 
way to get to know people well. 
You’ll teach somebody for a day, 
and they’ll tell you something 
they haven’t told anyone else. It’s 
been fascinating to see the po-
tential of people’s imagination. 

AR: In addition to the read-
ing, IV Formers had the op-
portunity to meet with you in 
the Heely Room. What did you 
learn from them, and what do 
you hope they learned from you? 

DN: I learned a lot from them. 
I thought they were very sharp, 
imaginative, and serious students, 
and I hope to pass on to them 
that you don’t have to suffer to 
create. It’s not really about com-
peting with yourself and always 
trying to write a better poem. It’s 
about exploring your experiences 
and creating a writing prac-
tice which is joyful and some-
thing that you look forward to. 

III Former Tiara McKinney 
’21 hosted an Explorations event 
entitled, “Beyond the Beaches” 
this past Thursday, January 17. 
At the event, McKinney, along 
with sister Tiia McKinney, ad-
dressed the economic hardships 
facing many Bahamians despite 
the media’s portrayal of the is-
lands as idyllic. Tiara McKin-
ney was assisted in organizing 
her event by Religion Master 
Sue Anne Steffey Morrow H’12 
and the Religious Life Council. 

The event began with a trivia 
game about The Bahamas. Then, 
both of the McKinneys said a 
few words about their experi-
ences as citizens of The Bahamas. 

“I think a lot of times people 
get caught up [with] how the 
media portrays The Bahamas. We 
let that image distract us from 
what really goes on behind the 
façade that the tourism industry 
presents,” Tiara McKinney said.

Tiara McKinney also pointed 
out that one of the biggest issues 
in The Bahamas is its weak edu-
cation system, sharing statistics 
which indicate the average pub-
lic school student’s grade is a D. 

Tiara McKinney then spoke 

on the the political problems 
plaguing The Bahamas. “The 
government recently imposed 
a 12 percent tax, which is hard 
on locals, especially because of 
their low incomes,” she said.

Regarding a solution to such 
problems, Tiara McKinney rec-
ommended that Lawrenceville 
students “be mindful of the people 
around [them] and try supporting 
local businesses [when vacationing 
in places such as The Bahamas].” 

However, she mentioned that 
her talk in no way was supposed 
to deter tourism in The Bahamas. 
“If [we] just completely stop go-
ing to [The Bahamas], then there 
is no way for the locals to con-
tinue making income,” she said.

Reflecting on the event, attendee 
Ndeye Thioubou ’21 said, “It is sur-
prising how issues in The Bahamas 
[have] not reached the attention of 
the global community [...] despite 
the seriousness of these problems.”

Nurske shared his poetry at the annual 
Merrill Poetry Reading and met with IV Form poetry students and mem-
bers of the Creative Writing Club.

Michael Bao ’19//THE LAWRENCE
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Interviews with Co-Captain Emily Matcham ’20, Leah Antonatos ’21, & Michael Hanewald ’90 P’22
Rising to New Heights: Lawrenceville’s Climbing Team

JASMINE ZHANG ’20
FEATURES ASSOCIATE

In its third year, the competi-
tive Indoor Rock Climbing team 
is led by Co-captains Alexander 
Lau ’19 and Emily Matcham ’20. 
The team of 10 students is coached 
by Michael Hanewald ’90 P’22. 

Throughout the week, the team 
practices five times a week, three 
of which involve leaving campus 
for the Rockville Climbing Center 
in Hamilton. On days not spent 
physically climbing, the team goes 
on a two-mile run and does a work-
out circuit that Head Strength 
and Conditioning Coach Tony 
Rienzo and Assistant Strength 
and Conditioning Coach Kelly 
Wise specifically designed for the 
team. In addition to regular prac-
tices, the team also makes weekly 
visits to the Al Rashid Strength 
and Conditioning Center for lifts 
focusing on building stability.

Hanewald was first exposed to 
the sport and learned rock climb-
ing skills when he was a Rope 
Course Instructor at Lawrencev-
ille and fell in love with the sport. 
Hanewald enjoys coaching rock 
climbing because he “can teach be-
yond the sport,” instilling in climb-
ers values such as risk-taking and 
trusting others. He also believes the 
sport is unique because “size and 
age don’t determine your success.”

Matcham joined the team during 

Courtesy of Michael Hanewald ’90 P’22

her II Form year when the program 
first started because she was excited 
about trying “something new [as] 
a lot of schools don’t offer [...this] 
opportunity.” Matcham believes the 
biggest challenges she encountered 
when first starting rock climb-
ing were learning “strateg[ies] for 
climbing, building [upper body 
strength] and muscles in [...] fingers 
and joints, and [getting used to] 
certain techniques that you have to 
[use to] move around on the wall.”

Leah Antonatos ’20 started rock 
climbing when she first came to 
the School last year, as she wanted 
to participate in a sport that could 
also be done outdoors. Since join-
ing the team, “[she] takes every 
opportunity to rock climb be-
cause [she] likes to push herself.”

Antonatos elaborated, saying, 
“[rock climbing is] very strate-
gic [because] you have to know 
where to put your feet and your 
hands. It requires a lot of strength 
and is physically challenging.”

On the team aspect of the sport, 
Antonatos said, “It’s a very in-
dividual sport, but you always 
have people belaying you on the 
ground [...] to help you out.”

So far this season, the team has 
attended one competition at the 
Rockville Climbing Center. In these 
competitions, teams don’t neces-
sarily ‘win’ because different teams 
have different numbers of climb-
ers. However, one of the greatest 

challenges for the team is finding 
other teams to compete against.

Commenting on the first half 
of the season, Matcham said, “Re-
turners were getting back into 
the swing of things and push-
ing themselves on getting climbs 
they have fallen from. For the new 
climbers, they spent a lot of time 
learning the new techniques.” 

Reflecting on her last year’s expe-
rience, Antonatos said, “I did really 
poorly in the first competition, but 

by the end, I had placed first […] 
in the last competition, which was a 
really proud moment for me because 
I could see how far [I had] come.”

At competitions, Matcham en-
joys being able to watch and ob-
serve other climbers. Matcham said, 
“You can learn a lot from watching 
people. […] It’s cool to see different 
strategies and see how other people 
got past places where you feel.” 

With the first half of the season 
finished, Antonatos is looking for-

ward to the next few competitions, 
“because there are new climbs that 
are challenging that you don’t get 
to see anyone climb before you […] 
and being able to show what you’ve 
done so far, improvement-wise.”

Noting the team dynamic, 
Hanewald said, “everyone trusts 
[and] encourages everyone.”

With the team’s good start, 
Matcham is “looking forward 
to seeing everyone grow”with 
the second half of the season. 

Co-Captain Emily Matcham ’20 with team at the Rockville Climbing Center.

Faculty Family Profile: Keeping Up with the Chaputs
ALEXANDRA PANG ’20
FEATURES ASSOCIATE

 Alexandra Baker ’19/THE LAWRENCEErik Chaput, Katie Chaput, and family at Griswold House. 

The Chaputs are one of the most 
quintessentially Lawrenceville fac-
ulty families on campus—History 
Master and Assistant House Mas-
ter of Griswold House Erik Chaput 
and English Master Katie Chaput 
are often spotted with their two 
boys, Caleb and Liam, in tow. Hav-
ing joined the Lawrenceville com-
munity together in 2013, the Cha-
puts continue to maintain a large and 
significant presence around campus. 

As the Assistant Housemaster of 
Griswold, Chaput strives to imple-
ment House Master Hunter Cu-
niff ’s vision of the House as a “wel-
coming place for every student that’s 
there.” Chaput said that he is “very 
happy to be a part of [Griswold]” 
under Cuniff ’s leadership, and they 

have worked hand-in-hand to cre-
ate a “family atmosphere” in Gris-
wold. With both of his children 
living in the House, Chaput com-
ment that “Liam and Caleb think of 
[Griswold] as their house,” and he 
thinks that “it’s wonderful [for his 
children] to have good role models” 
within Griswold. Due to Chaput’s 
heavy involvement in Lawrenceville 

athletics as the head of Lawrencev-
ille’s track and field program, he said 
that “without question, [he gets] 
physically tired on Saturday night 
duty after a long track meet;” how-
ever, he finds it a rewarding aspect 
of his job, as he is able to “interact 
with [Griswold] boys and see them 
come together.” He further noted 
that the “benefits and positive in-

teractions outweigh [his fatigue].”
Katie Chaput first started out as 

a duty master in Carter House but 
has since moved to Griswold. Be-
cause she is a duty master while Erik 
Chaput is the Assistant House-
master, he takes on the bulk of the 
in-House responsibilities, which 
include giving permissions and do-
ing Saturday duty. The arrangement, 

––––––––––
 As the Assistant 
Housemaster of 
Griswold, Erik 

Chaput strives to 
implement House 
Master Hunter 
Cuniff ’s vision 

of the House as a 
“welcoming place for 
every student that’s 

there.” 
–––––––––––

she commented helps them “bal-
ance as a family.” She also finds it 
much easier to live in the House as a 
family as “[her] boys are right there 

when [she’s] on duty, and they just 
run around the dorm with [her].” 
“Even though it’s chaotic in terms 
of having all these boys here next to 
us,” Katie Chaput enjoys the living 
situation as “the boys that live here 
are so respectful.” Building on that 
idea, she described how she appreci-
ates that, “when Caleb runs into the 
room, the [Griswold] boys know 
they need to watch their language.” 
In addition, she explains that her 
children “like the [Griswold] boys,” 
and they “definitely get excited 
when [she] lets them go play in 
the House.” Thus, she regards the 
House as a comfortable environ-
ment in which to raise her children.

––––––––––
Katie Chaput first 

started out as a duty 
master in Carter 

House but has since 
moved to Griswold. 

[...] She explains that 
her children “like the 

[Griswold] boys,” and 
they “definitely get 

excited when [she] lets 
them go play in the 

House.”  
–––––––––––
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Periwig’s annual production of 
Winterfest, a set of student-directed 
and acted short plays, returns to the 
Black Box Theater in the Kirby Arts 
Center this Friday and Saturday. 

This weekend, A Night, features 
Wanda’s Visit, co-directed by Ash-
ley Warren ’20 and Emily Matcham 
’20; Dancing on Checkers’ Grave, 
directed by Alex Witherspoon ’19; 
Man’s Best Friend co-directed by 
Micah Jones ’19 and Alex Stach ’20; 
and Hard Candy directed by Lily 
Vore ’19. The shows following the 
upcoming weekend on B Night are 
The Omelet Murder Case, directed 
by Owen Bird ’19 and Assistant 
Director Shreya Kumar ’20; Heavy 
Cream, co-directed by Ashley Van 
Den Bol ’20 and Anushka Agar-
wala ’20; Rotten Apples, directed 
and written by Zoe Thierfelder ’19; 
Cop Parody, co-directed by Jasmine 
Zhang ’20 and Lauren Recto ’20; 
and Check Please: Take 2, directed 
by Hunter Korn ’19.  

“[Winterfest] gives students who 
have learned some theater technique 
the freedom to create on their own 
without adult interference,” Direc-
tor of Theater Christopher Cull P’20 
said. 

In addition to this year’s string of 
performances, Cull noted that Peri-
wig’s student-led comedy troupe, 
Impulse, will be delivering a special 
performance during the last week 
of Winterfest. He hopes that “those 
students [involved in Impulse] can 
complete the successful revival [of 
the club] since they’ve had a hard 
time getting an audience these past 
two years.”

On the preparation process of the 
school-wide production, Assistant 
Head of Winterfest Emily Matcham 
’20, who works with Head of Win-

terfest Linda Li ’19, noted that the 
process of selecting directors and 
holding auditions started soon after 
the Fall Musical was over. After win-
ter break, Matcham and Li worked 
with directors to schedule rehearsal, 
set stages, and pull costumes and 
props. Recently, in preparation for 
the approaching performances, Mat-
cham and Li have held producer and 
technician runs as well. Despite the 
work the Winterfest team has put in, 
Matcham is still nervous, both as a 
director and as Assistant Head, about 
“having everything come together, 
including props, costumes, and the 
last finishing touches,” but is still 

Searching: A Tale of Technology and Terror

What to Expect at Winterfest 2019
SHREYA KUMAR ’20 &

ISABELLE LEE ’21
ARTS ASSOCIATES

hopeful and determined.
Casey Rogerson ’20 will be open-

ing Winterfest in Wanda’s Visit as 
Jim, who is in a fairly boring mar-
riage of 13 years, until Wanda, his 
ex-girlfriend from high school, vis-
its. A big challenge that presents 
itself to Rogerson is finding the 
balance between “playing a really 
bland character without boring the 
audience,” as he feels the point of his 
character is to add contrast to Wanda, 
who “spices up [Jim]’s life.” 

As one of the many Winterfest di-
rectors, Vore commented on her ex-
perience as an important figure in her 
production. Her play, Hard Candy, 

tells the story of what happens when 
applicants face competition in a se-
ries of job interviews. 

“I am probably most excited to 
both see the scenes piece together 
but also for the cast to see the whole 
story and not just the scene they 
practiced,” Vore said. 

She added that the most challeng-
ing part about directing her own 
show has been scheduling the cast’s 
rehearsals to accommodate each 
person’s schedule and get everyone 
where he or she need to be at the 
right time, as she has 11 cast mem-
bers.

Although A Night boasts some 

Many believe that Silicon Val-
ley holds the future for our society. 
Technology companies dominate 
the landscape of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, intent on creating 
the most innovative, creative, and 
unique technological advance-
ments possible. In the past decade, 
technology has become the world’s 
focal point, surrounding our lives. 
Yet, its full capabilities remain un-
known.

The questions technology has 
raised are certainly not new to Hol-
lywood, with countless science fic-
tion and fantasy movies exploring 
the dangers and potential of tech-
nology. But Aneesh Chaganty soars 
in his debut full-length feature film 
Searching, where he seeks to engage 
with these popular ideas in a brand 
new way—with a thriller. Winning 
numerous accolades before its offi-
cial premiere at the 2018 Sundance 
Film Festival, Searching tells the 
story of David Kim ( John Cho) 
whose daughter Margot (Michelle 
La) suddenly goes missing two 
years after the death of her mother. 
Rosemary Vick (Debra Messing), 

the detective assigned to the case, 
and David earnestly attempt to find 
Margot and discover the hidden 
truth behind her unexpected disap-
pearance. 

What makes Searching so revo-
lutionary, however, is its integration 
of technology throughout the en-
tire story. Chaganty filmed the pic-
ture so that the entire movie is dis-
played to audiences from screens: 
Macs, websites, social media sites, 
Facetime calls, surveillance camera 
footages, text messages, TV news 
coverages, etc.. This style adds a 
new layer to the film and, in many 
ways, marks the beginning of a po-
tentially new genre of film. 

But Searching is a phenomenal 
film even without technology, ar-
guably one of the most creative film 
concepts of the year. The story is 
riveting, with numerous plot twists, 
moments of suspense, and emo-
tional drama woven into the plot. 
At its core, Searching is 90 minutes 
of excitement and pure fun. One 
cannot help but become engrossed 
in the mystery of what happened to 
Margot Kim, what secrets she was 
keeping from her family, and why 
she disappeared. The twists are per-

fectly crafted, as Chaganty strikes 
the perfect balance between too lit-
tle and too extreme, and the curve 
balls thrown at audiences only add 
to the thrill of the mystery. 

Within Searching, though, lies 
a deep rooted social commentary 
surrounding technology. Chaganty 
uses the platform as a way to indi-

rectly yet conspicuously dis-
cuss these themes. In the case of 
Margot, technology provides an 
outlet for escape after the tragic 
loss of her mother, an event that 
causes her severe emotional stress. 
Yet, technology comes with great 
risk, and for someone in a situation 
like Margot’s, dangerous people on 

exciting performances, Winterfest’s 
B Night will also showcase a mixed 
variety of theatrical genres, ranging 
from humor to more serious shows. 

Actor David Hernandez ’19 plays 
Shakes Speare, a private investigator 
tasked to solve a murder mystery in 
The Omelet Murder Case, a spoof on 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Hernandez 
noted that the cast “has built a lot 
of chemistry,” which really “propels 
the show forward as it is a comedy.” 

“The best part [of Winterfest] has 
been getting to know people I did not 
have as much connection with before 
[…]. We all have the same goal in 
mind of making people laugh, even 
though we do it in different ways,” 
he said.

On the other hand, Thierfelder will 
be introducing a new element to this 
year’s performances in bringing her 
own show to the Black Box. Her pro-
duction, Rotten Apples, was initially 
inspired by the recent Brett Kava-
naugh hearing and the “#MeToo” 
movement. Thierfelder’s play con-
fronts themes of sexual consent in 
a high school party setting. She has 
also been “making edits, especially 
in terms of what [her] original vision 
was of how the dialogue and stag-
ing would play out versus what is 
practical.” Thierfelder adds that the 
time commitment and the organiza-
tion has been the most difficult part 
of being a director. 

As a co-director with Zhang, 
Recto’s play, Cop Parody, is a play 
within a play about “the relationship 
of a playwright and his actors [who 
are] investigating their role as cops 
in their [production].” 

“[Zhang and I] have been focusing 
on making sure the actors are com-
fortable in their roles and getting off-
script. They’re quick learners, so it 
has been an [enjoyment] rather than 
a challenge,” Recto said. 

DEVEN KINNEY ’20
STAFF WRITER

the Internet can appear particularly 
enticing for support and connec-
tion. 

Searching reflects on how power-
ful technology is as a double-edged 
sword that is changing the way we 
connect, work, live, and yes, watch 
movies. 

Actors preparing for Winterfest Ankita Suri ’21/THE LAWRENCE

 Courtesy of screenrant.com David Kim (John Cho) stars in Aneesh Chaganty’s movie.
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Catching up with Junior Varsity Athletics

GABRIEL GAW ’21 
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The Big Red Varsity Wrestling 
team traveled to the Peddie School 
to compete against both Peddie 
and Middle Township High School 
this past Monday. Despite only 
getting a day of rest prior to the tri-
meet, the team put up a strong ef-
fort, beating the Peddie 51-24 and 
losing 24-54 to Middle Township. 

Going into the meet, Law-
renceville had quite a few prob-
lems to deal with: A few injuries 
from the four grueling matches 
three days before the meet meant 
that the team had some issues 
making weight, but key backup 
players such as Vicente Gil ’21 
and Akash Iyer ’20 stepped up to 
provide big performances. In its 
decisive win over Peddie, much of 
the team’s success was due to the 
team’s strong core. Against Ped-
die, V Formers Alex Williard, Sam 
Hensler, Jonathan D'Souza, and 
Brandon Li led the way with 
their experience 
and leadership, 
pushing the 
team and 
gaining key 
v ic to r i e s .

In the 
team’s next 
meet against 
Middle Township, 
its failure to cap-
italize on key 
m o m e n t s 
led to 
d e -
feat, b u t 

t h e r e 
w e r e 

m a n y b r i g h t 
spots to look upon. The highlight 

of the day was certainly when 
light-weight wrestler Jack Collins 
’20 struggled through adversity 
to clinch his individual victory. 
While Collins spent the entire 
first half on his back, fighting off 
a strong Middle Township oppo-
nent, he was able to flip his oppo-
nent with a skillful maneuver and 
pinned him down to win. Despite 
the loss,  Assistant Coach George 
Negroponte noted that it was a 
great opportunity for the under-
formers on the team to play and 
gain valuable experience. Looking 
on from the sidelines with an inju-
ry, Brandon Agran ’20 said, “With 
some sharpening of techniques, 
our [II Formers] and newcom-
ers can really do some damage.”

Ending the day with a win and a 
loss, Negroponte said, “The team 
has been terrific this year,” and 
the future looks promising with a 
s t r o n g group of IV 

F o r m e r s 
to head 
the team 
with the 

V Formers. 
With the 

bulk of the 
season still 

ahead of the 
team, Big Red will 
look to build on 

its success and 
carry it into its 
Mercer Coun-
ty Tournament 

this weekend 
followed by the 

Mid-Atlantic Prep 
League Duals during 
Winter Gathering. 

Wrestling Competes in 
Tri-Meet

Ryan Conroy ’19 (right) and Matan Zucker 
’19 (left)

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

INGRID GUO ’21 &
ELLIE SHIN ’21 
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Lawrenceville’s Junior Varsity (JV) 
teams have one more month of com-
petition this winter season.
Boys JV Basketball:

Head Coach Julio Alcantara Martin 
described his group as being a “team 
of fierce competitors.” The team has 
won almost every game thus far, go-
ing 4-1. Captained by Aidan Kane ’20, 
its single loss of the season has been 
against “perennial powerhouse” St. 
Benedict’s Preparatory Academy, los-
ing a heartbreaker by only two points. 
In its game against Peddie School, the 
team came back from being down at 
halftime to end up winning by 11. The 
team has six more games this season 
with a notable rematch against St. 
Benedict’s and a matchup with The 
Hill School to finish the season.
Players to watch: Aidan Kane ’20
Girls JV Basketball:

The Girls JV Basketball team has 
started the season 4-2, led by co-cap-
tains Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21 and Cari-
na Beritela ’22. Head Coach Nicole 
Lantz said that “[this team has] more 
height than any other JV team [she 
has] ever coached,” giving it “an ad-
vantage down low on offense.” The 
captains are excited to see how each 
player improves this season—Saint-

each other, so I think we try to use that 
energy that comes from our friend-
ships and genuine love for the game 
when we play.” When asked about no-
table players, Urbach said, “A player 
to watch would definitely be Ashley 
Pontillo ’21; she's a beast and is a huge 
asset to our team.” The team’s current 
record is 1-2, but the players hope to 
close out the season strong with am-
ple game opportunities in the next few 
weeks.
Players to watch: Ashley Pontillo ’21, 
Didi Ross ’21, Sydney Chun ’21

constant effort.” Led by Co-Captains 
Gunti Weissenberger ’19 and Tommy 
Rule ’20, the team has a promising 
playoff season ahead of it. 
Players to watch: Gunti Weissenberg-
er ’19, Ethan Markel ’21, Ethan Schle-
gel ’20
Girls JV Hockey:

The Girls JV hockey team has had a 
slow start to the season with two loss-
es in its first two games, but came out 
strong against The Hill School, beat-
ing it 4-2. Co-Captain Skye Urbach 
’19 said, “We love to have fun with 

Cyr said that the team “mesh[es] well 
together, as is evident through every-
one’s unselfish play.”
Players to watch: Mercy Fey ’22, As-
trid Gruber ’22, Carina Beritela ’22
Girls JV Squash:

“This year, we have a lot of II 
Formers, and they each add a lot to 
the team,” Co-Captains Izzy Sweeney 
’20 and Lauren McKinnon ’21 said. 
“Everyone [...] really enjoys getting to 
help new players adjust to the sport,” 
said McKinnon. The team’s single loss 
this season has been against Spring-
side Chestnut Hill Academy, ending 
in a final score of 4-5. The team’s cur-
rent record is 2-1, and with four more 
matches to go, the captains hold high 
hopes for the rest of the season. 
Players to watch: Pashmina Khan ’21, 
Sabrina Yeung ’22
Boys JV Squash:

The Boys JV Squash team, cap-
tained by Tripp Brown ’20 and Deven 
Kinney ’20, has won three of its four 
matches this season, sweeping Ger-
mantown Friends School and Spring-
side Chestnut Hill Academy 7-0 and 
8-0, respectively. The team consists of 
a few new II Formers and several re-
turning III and IV Formers. With this 
mix of experience and new players, 
“the team is really strong this year,” 
said Kinney. “Lots of good energy 
every day” allows the team to create 
“an environment where [players] all 

support one another.” 
Players to watch: Johnny Nguyen ’20, 
Tripp Brown ’20
Boys JV Hockey:

The Boys JV Ice Hockey team has 
struggled so far this season, losing 
both of its first two matches. The team 
had a close game last Friday when it 
lost to Princeton Day School 3-6. As 
the season continues, Head Coach 
Darcy Brewer P’14 ’16 optimistical-
ly said, “[The players] have a [lot of] 
heart in knowing what [the team] can 
accomplish for the playoffs through 

CAROLINE STEIB ’22 &
CELIA CANGIANO ’22 

Ryan Conroy ’19 and Matan 
Zucker ’19 are the co-captains 
for the Boys Varsity Basketball 
team this winter. Both players 
joined the team last season as 
new IV Formers at Lawrenceville.

Zucker has always loved bas-
ketball, but it wasn’t until high 
school that he started consider-
ing it as his priority. Initially, his 
father and brother’s passion for 
the game influenced his decision 
to start playing the sport when he 
was young. Zucker said, “It was 
just part of a family thing; I was 
just [going to] play basketball.”

When he was a junior at his for-
mer high school, Zucker realized 
that he wanted to continue to play 
at the collegiate level. Around this 
time, Head Coach Ron Kane ’83 
P’20, reached out to one of Zuck-
er’s travel team coaches about 
playing for Lawrenceville. Zuck-
er found that Lawrenceville was 

a perfect fit. He said, “I really 
wanted to play basketball in col-
lege, and I thought that coming to 
Lawrenceville would put me in the 
best position to do so, so that’s how 
I ended up at a boarding school.”

Conroy started playing bas-
ketball when he was about four 
years old, when his dad first “put 
the ball in his hands,” and he has 
played the game ever since. How-
ever, it was not until eighth grade 
that Conroy realized that basketball 
was going to be an integral part of 
his future. Once he entered high 
school, Conroy “decided to come 
[to Lawrenceville] and get the best 
opportunity to someday play col-
lege basketball.” Similar to Zucker, 
Kane reached out to Conroy and 
his coach to recruit him to play 
basketball at Lawrenceville. The 
School proved to be a great aca-
demic and athletic fit for him, so he 
chose to come for his IV Form year.

Both captains have had a great ex-
perience on the team at Lawrencev-

ille thus far. The season started with 
a few losses, specifically in the Ped-
die Tournament. Nevertheless, the 
players took their loss as a learning 
opportunity to come together as a 
team and change their mindsets. 
They turned the season around, re-
gained their confidence, which led 
to its win in the Kingswood Oxford 
Tournament and its later beating the 
winning team of the Peddie Tourna-
ment in a home game by 25 points. 
Currently, Conroy, Zucker, and the 
rest of the team are looking for-
ward to and preparing for the play-
offs to conclude the 2019 season.

Both captains have embraced a 
leadership style based on energy 
and accountability. Conroy and 
Zucker try to set a positive tone for 
each game and lift their teammates 
up with their own energy. Zucker 
has learned a lot from basketball, 
including learning to have a more 
relaxed outlook before games rath-
er than stressing. Conroy added 
that his main goal as captain this 
year is to “get this team to come 
together, [...] working as one.”

Both captains give a lot of credit 
to Kane. Zucker said, “He’s a posi-
tive guy [...] You don’t want to have 
a coach who is negative [...] He’s 
good for the team.” Conroy said 
that being able to have moments 
where he is laid back with his coach 
has made his athletic experience all 
the more fulfilling. Both agree that 
Kane is exactly the type of dynam-
ic leader the team needs in order to 
succeed and improve its work ethic.

After a few losses early in 
the season, the team was able 
to gain momentum and confi-
dence, winning the Kingswood 
Oxford Tournament in Decem-
ber and entering the final stretch 
of the season with a 12-6 record. 

Captains Profile: Ryan Conroy ’19 
and Matan Zucker ’19

Nikita Coppisetti ’22/THE LAWRENCE

Kylan Tatum ’21 (top), Luke Trowbridge ’22 (bottom), and Mackenzie Bunnell ’21 (right) Courtesy The Lawrenceville School

Jonathan D’Souza ’19
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What makes you 
~different~? i can’t do the asian squat i like meme music and 

death metal not much ^^^ tian mi mi my fish expertise

How do you harkness? well awkward silences ----> golden state... “i respect your opinion, 
but i disagree”

i dominate like on the 
mats

Where’s your home away 
from House? 

my cubicle in bunn my bag the office not Seoul #notacitizen the hill school only Cleve

Big Red Boys Hockey Triumphs Over Rival PDS

Members of the team competing at the Hobey Baker Rink against the 
Princeton Day School

Alex Baker ’19/THE LAWRENCE

ETHAN MARKEL ’21 &
ERIC MORAIS ’21 &
GABRIEL GAW ’21
SPORTS ASSOCIATES

Big Red Boys Varsity Hockey trav-
eled to Princeton University’s Hobey 
Baker Rink this Thursday for one of 
its biggest games of the season against 
its rival, Princeton Day School (PDS). 
Prior to the game, Head Coach Keith 
Dupee said, “In my eight years here, 
this has turned into a really big rival-
ry game, and I think the excitement 
from both schools has been awesome.” 

Coming out of the opening fa-
ceoff, Big Red came out of the gates 
with speed and physicality, winning 
possession. Two minutes into the 
game, Jason Wang ’20 took the first 
shot on goal, sparking the momen-
tum for Big Red. With 14:30 left in 
the period, Tait Mott ’20 opened the 
scoring with a shot to the top right 
corner. As the crowd erupted into a 
frenzy, Lawrenceville continued to 
pile on the pressure. However, PDS 
wouldn’t back down, responding with 
some big hits. More than halfway 
through the first period, Trey Crod-

ond period to turn the tides back 
in Lawrenceville’s favor. Despite 
controlling possession throughout 
the first few minutes of the period, 
Lawrenceville failed to score, giving 
PDS its fair share of shooting oppor-
tunities as the game went back and 
forth. As the period continued, Big 
Red stepped up defensively: A huge 
block by Co-Captain Trevor White 
’19 and some critical saves from goal-

tender T.J. Semptimphelter ’20 kept 
Big Red on top. With 7:35 remaining 
in the period, Semptimphelter made 
a highlight reel save on an odd man 
rush, with PDS trying to net one top 
shelf. As the period went on, a num-
ber of Big Red’s best scoring chanc-
es by its first line were denied by the 
PDS goaltender. Then, with 3:45 re-
maining in the period, PDS scored 
a quick goal, taking advantage of a 

dick ’20 fired a powerful shot into the 
back of the net following a screen. 
Soon after, Lachlan Getz ’20 scored 
another goal for Big Red, stretching 
the lead to 3-0. Facing a three-goal 
deficit, PDS turned up the intensity 
and capitalized on some loose Law-
renceville defending to score two 
goals at the end of the first period.

After that unsettling finish, Law-
renceville came out hard in the sec-

The English Premier League Down the Stretch
JACK HALLINAN ’21
SPORTS ASSOCIATE

At this point last season, reign-
ing champion Manchester City sat 
atop the English Premier League 
12 points above Manchester Unit-
ed, so viewers expected it to lift the 
trophy in May 2018, which it even-
tually did. In contrast, despite being 
a heavy favorite prior, Manchester 
City is four points behind first-place 
Liverpool, making this season the 
most competitive it has been in re-
cent years. Historically, the Premier 
League has been divided into three 
distinct tiers: the elite top six; the 
fun, but middle-of-the-pack squads; 
and the clubs fearing relegation to 
the second division, the English 
Football League Championship.

The league experienced a few 
surprises. Watford F.C., a typical-
ly unstable team that has recently 
flirted with relegation, has pro-
pelled to seventh. Behind it is the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers, who is 
experiencing unprecedented suc-
cess for a recently-promoted team. 
However, fellow promotee Fulham 
F.C. has wasted new talent, sitting 
in 19th place. Sharing the three rel-
egation places with Fulham are Car-
diff City and Huddersfield Town, 
with Newcastle United looming 

dangerously above them in 17th.
The top six places in the Premier 

League earn a place in a European 
continental tournament for the next 
season, either the Europa League 
(fifth and sixth places) or the more 
prestigious Champions League 
(first through fourth places). In re-
cent seasons, those spots have been 
dominated by the current top six: 
Manchester City, Liverpool, Tot-
tenham, Chelsea, Manchester Unit-
ed, and Arsenal. With Liverpool 
and Manchester City battling for 
the title, competition for the next 
two Champions League places is 
tight, with only seven points sep-
arating the following four teams.

Manchester City’s attack boasts 
a league-best average of 2.7 goals 
per game this season while Liver-
pool has the stingiest defense in 
the league, conceding a goal only 
every other match on average. Per-
sonnel-wise, Tottenham remains un-
changed from when it placed third 
last season. Chelsea, in fourth, had 
an impressive start but has recent-
ly fallen victim to erratic results 
under new manager Maurizio Sar-
ri, famed for his possession-based 
style. Although Arsenal, currently 
in fifth, appears destined for anoth-
er season in Europe’s second-tier 
competition, Pierre-Emerick Au-

Paul Pogba (left) and Kevin de Bruyne (right) are both looking to lead their respective teams to the 
top of the Premier League.

Courtesy of ESPNFC.com

minor defensive breakdown by Law-
renceville. Despite conceding three 
goals in a row, Big Red preserved the 
intensity, and just over a minute later, 
David Parker ’19 put Lawrenceville 
back in the lead with a beautiful setup 
by Co-Captain Matt Manahan ’20. 

In the third period, Big Red started 
where it left off, keeping PDS on its 
toes with its offensive play. Three min-
utes into the period, the high pressure 
paid off, as Getz netted his second of 
the day to extend Lawrenceville’s lead 
to two. Again, PDS answered 30 sec-
onds later, putting one past Sempti-
mphelter to keep it a one-goal game. 
Despite the goal, Lawrenceville kept 
the offense rolling, but a penalty on Big 
Red with less than two minutes to go 
was a major setback and the last thing 
any team wants in the final moments 
of play. Yet again, Semptimphelter 
came through with key saves on Law-
renceville’s penalty kill, ultimately 
sealing a huge victory for Big Red.

More than halfway through 
its season, Lawrenceville will 
look to build off this victory and 
keep its momentum as it moves 
into the latter part of its season. 

bameyang’s goals have covered up 
some of Arsenal’s defensive issues, 
allowing the team to hold out hope 
for success. Under interim manager 
and ex-player Ole Gunnar Solskjær, 
sixth-place Manchester United’s star 
midfielder Paul Pogba has been set 
free from previous management’s 
stifling defensive style, scoring and 
helping Manchester United win six 
straight Premier League matches 
in a previously unexpected run at 
the final Champions League place.

Looking ahead, Huddersfield 
Town, Newcastle United, and Car-

diff City will likely end up in the 
bottom three places, relegated to 
the Championship, with Fulham 
making a close escape. While Hud-
dersfield has consistently been the 
league’s poorest team, Newcas-
tle and Cardiff’s overly defensive 
mindset may prevent these teams 
from chasing after season-sav-
ing goals, not to mention their 
shared lack of midfield talent. 

Finally, Pep Guardiola’s Man-
chester City has suffered an inev-
itable rough patch this season with 
losses to Chelsea, Leicester City, 

and Crystal Palace in quick succes-
sion. Liverpool improved on all the 
weaknesses that prevented it from 
winning a trophy in previous sea-
sons under manager Jürgen Klopp; 
however, its recent performance 
has deteriorated, while Manchester 
City seem as consistent and confi-
dent as it has been all season.With 
an unstoppable attack, and a truly 
dominant, beautiful, and efficient 
style, City will surely climb back up 
to first, securing a second straight 
title—a feat last accomplished by 
Manchester United 10 years ago. 


