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Fall Term Check-in with StuCo
President Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21

Sunday Solemn Assembly
Honors Lost Lives

Student Body President Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21.

Jasmine Zhang ’23
As the end of Fall Term approaches, Student Council (StuCo)
President Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21 has
been working hard to implement
new plans for the remainder of the
2020-2021 school year. Although her
“main plan for the school year...has
changed a lot since [she] was elected
in the spring” due to the new virtual
platform for learning, she has been
collaborating with the rest of StuCo
and the administration to adapt her
original plans to suit the current
circumstances.
Saint-Cyr has already begun to
execute some of her new initiatives
for this year. With the rest of StuCo,
she has already successfully launched
StuCo merchandise. She is currently
working on implementing other
projects such as StuCo check-ins
and election reforms.
StuCo check-ins will be a way
for members of the student body
to reach out to StuCo and express
concerns and ask questions to StuCo
members in an open forum. During
these check-ins, StuCo members
would present what they have been
working on to the student body and
conclude with an open discussion to
allow for suggestions and feedback.
“I hope these forums will give students an opportunity to easily contact
StuCo in a low-pressure environment,” Saint-Cyr said. In addition
to wanting to increase transparency
and connection between StuCo and
the student body, she also wants the
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check-ins to be “a measure of accountability...to make sure that StuCo is
working and active.”
According to Saint-Cyr, the goal
of StuCo election reform is to make
StuCo elections more equitable and
accessible for students of different
identities through the implementation of new rules and guidelines.
“In past years, the types of kids who
run for [StuCo] and are chosen for
[StuCo] are quite similar, and they
don’t effectively represent the complete diversity of our student body,”
Saint-Cyr said. Thus, the new election reform initiative will aim to get
more members of the community to
run for StuCo, allowing for further
diversification of the StuCo Board
for future years.
In addition, Saint-Cyr plans to
make StuCo more accessible for new
students by “providing an opportunity
for all new students to get to know
StuCo better before the school year
begins.” To do so, she hopes to schedule times for new students to meet
and interact with StuCo members
throughout the year. Saint-Cyr aims
to implement these aforementioned
plans before the start of the next
school year.
Reflecting on the work she has
done during the past few months,
she said, “During these past few
months, I’ve also been helping a lot
of other representatives work on their
planning to help them carry out their
plans...I’m particularly focused on
making sure that the students are
okay and helping them through the

ups and downs that are inevitable
this year.”
In the future, Saint-Cyr is particularly excited to carry out her
“breather” initiative, which she describes as a mental health day once
a term designed to allow students
“adequate time for student reflection
and relaxation.” She hopes that this
breather will help students’ mental
health and give them a break from
the stress-filled school day. “If this
fall has shown me anything, it’s that
students need a break,” she said.
According to Saint-Cyr, the current pandemic has made keeping
morale up in the School difficult,
especially since new circumstances
force us to be “constantly policed in
our behavior” and be held to high
standards of self-control. “I want to
make sure that people aren’t losing
faith and losing hope in leadership at
Lawrenceville, and that they are able
to experience what this place once
was and what it can be,” she said.
Aside from her successes and
future goals, Saint-Cyr reflected on
what she believed StuCo could have
done better this past term: reaching
out to the III Form more often. She
feels that “[III Formers] are typically
overlooked at Lawrenceville,” and so
they may have had a particularly hard
time transitioning into life on campus during the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, Saint-Cyr wants people to
recognize that “no one is perfect and
that all of StuCo is learning together
to work towards a successful year at
Lawrenceville.”

Autri Basu ’23
News Associate

This past Sunday, November 1, on
All Saints’ Day, the Lawrenceville
community gathered in the Edith
Memorial Chapel for a solemn assembly to honor those who lost their
lives in the past year. The event was
organized by School Chaplain Reverend Sue Ann Steffey Morrow H’12
and featured musical performances,
readings of scripture, and speeches
from students, faculty, and staff.
According to Morrow, this year’s
program focused on remembering
“all those who had been lost in the
pandemic, all the first responders
who gave the ultimate sacrifice, those
who were lost as victims of injustice,
and simply those whom we name
in our hearts.” Traditionally, there is
a Choral Vespers performed in the
Chapel on All Saints’ Day, but due
to Covid-19 restrictions, this year’s
event featured instrumental performances and readings instead.
The event opened with a performance of Jean Langlais’ “Te Deum”
by School Organist Tom Goeman.
Afterwards, Morrow introduced the
purpose of the ceremony, saying, “We
will commend to the all-gracious
God all those who have died, and we
will affirm our faith that God is with
us, among us, strengthening us.”
Following the introduction, Goeman played variations on David N.
Johnson’s “For All the Saints” on the
organ. Subsequently, Morrow delivered an opening prayer. Afterwards,
Katelyn Ge ’21 performed “Air from
Suite No.3 in D Major” by J.S. Bach
on the violin. On being able to perform, Ge said, “It’s really important
to commemorate the lives of people
who have passed away this past year,
and I’m honored to have taken part

through music.”
Next, Morrow recited a section of
scripture known as “The Beatitudes,”
which is traditionally read on All
Saints’ Day, “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted…
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven…
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of God.”
The program then continued with
a performance of Leo Brouwer’s “Un
Dia de Noviembre” (“One Day in
November”) by Rachel Krumholtz
’21, a classical guitarist. Then, Morrow, Alistair Lam ’23, and V Formers Danica Bajaj, Ava Conyer, Amelia
Devine, and Soleil Saint-Cyr read a
litany which was written specifically
for this year’s assembly.
“We pray for those who are suffering in one way or another from [Covid-19], for those who are suffering
[from] injustice,” Saint-Cyr recited.
The attendees were also asked to respond to the speaker multiple times,
saying, “Hear our longings and fill us
with hope.”
Afterwards, Goeman performed
Johann Walther’s “Choral Prelude
on “Old Hundredth.” This was followed by a Benediction by Morrow
in which she asked that “the all gracious God bless, preserve and keep
you.” The program wrapped up with
the Chapel bells ringing, followed by
Goeman playing “Fugue in E Flat
Major (“St. Anne”)” by J.S. Bach.
Reflecting on the event, Danica
Bajaj ’21 said, “I think the event was
really special because it brought together a bunch of student musicians
and speakers. There was a real sense
of community in the room, and I was
very glad to have gotten the opportunity to be together in-person in the
Chapel.”
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Editorial

Looking at a Post-Pandemic Lawrenceville

ince the Spring Term of 2020,
we as Lawrentians have seen
sweeping changes to learning norms. In light of the Covid-19
pandemic, the School has completely
redefined what an academic environment is—notable examples include
hybrid learning models, a greater incorporation of technology into the
classroom, and comprehensive changes to pace of life—drastically improving students’ learning environment in
comparison to the virtual spring term.
Many members of our community
view these changes as temporary or
simply patchwork solutions. However, the Lawrenceville experience
should always be adaptable based on
the needs of its community members.
Rethinking what we saw as habitual in
the past, we should acknowledge that
many of the changes made in light of
the pandemic are extremely positive
and we should seek to incorporate
them, when applicable, to a post-pandemic Lawrenceville.
Take, for example, our transition
to hybrid learning models. Many
Lawrentians have expressed that they
prefer learning in-person rather than
over Zoom—that is, after all, one of
the primary reasons why the School
reopened. Most, if not all, cannot
wait for the moment when we can
all safely sit around the Harkness
table and deliberate face to face, not
screen to screen. However we do not
have to completely abandon virtual
learning once the pandemic subsides.
In the past, virtual learning was unfathomable, but now, going forward,
the administration should consider
weaving online learning into our traditional Lawrenceville experiences to
better accommodate those who have

important obligations throughout the
school year. For example, say a student
feels ill, needs to travel for a sports
tournament, or has a family function.
The ability to go virtual could serve
as an asset allowing students to participate via their computers instead of
scrambling to make up work all alone,
missing out on valuable time in the
classroom. After all, Harkness is still
the crux of our education.
Now more than ever, it is impossible
to learn without adeptness to various

––––––––
Rethinking what we saw
as habitual in the past, we
should acknowledge that
many of the changes made
in light of the pandemic
are extremely positive
and we should seek to
incorporate them.
––––––––
forms of technology, leaving many
students craving the “normal” of the
past. While there is certainly a lot of
comfort in returning to old, familiar
ways, such as taking notes on paper,
administering tests in person, or completing homework by hand on a sheet
of paper, technology is actually the
new “normal,” and we shouldn’t shy
away from it. Programs and applications like OneNote, which is heavily
used in the math department this year,
are pandemic-induced changes that
faculty can implement into our courses for the long-run. While OneNote
was initially criticized for being difficult to navigate, as students become

The Politics of Abortion

more and more familiar with how to
use the app, many of its advantages
have started to show; Lawrentians are
now much more organized with their
work, and everything a teacher covers
throughout a week is located in one
place for easy reference. Now after
spending two terms adjusting to techbased classroom tools, we can shift our
gaze towards making them stay.
In addition to academic changes, the
administration should also consider
altering our class schedule, as this fall’s
class arrangements have greatly improved pace of life for many students.
It may seem difficult for us to remember now, but a regular Lawrenceville
Monday, for example, entailed six 45
minute-long classes from 8:00 AM to
3:20 PM. Instead, we now have classes
three times a day, a commitment that
is much more manageable for students
and teachers alike. Not only that, the
current class schedule gives many
Lawrentians the opportunity to focus
more on preparing for three classes
than feeling the need to cram six subjects’ worth of material into one day.
Nevertheless, there must have been a
reason why we had four classes in a
day. Although we do not need to fully
adopt a three-classes schedule so that
teachers can still meet all the requirements within our curricula, simply by
revising our Monday schedule to a
normal class day could reduce anxiety
on a Sunday night.
While the Covid-19 pandemic will
eventually come to an end, the desire
as an institution to discover and implement the very best ways of helping
students grow and learn should endure.
This editorial represents the majority
view of The Lawrence, Vol CXL.

How the Republican Party Has Taken Advantage of Single-Issue Voters

P

Zoha Khan ’22

resident Donald Trump recently appointed Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme
Court in an effort to push the court
in a more conservative direction and
to potentially overturn Roe v. Wade.
The rushed nature of the decision to
appoint Barrett suggests that it was
simply a ploy for Trump to ensure
that he wins the votes of Catholics
and social conservatives in the 2020
election. The situation with Barrett is part of a larger trend—over
the past few decades, the GOP has
been altering its policies to take advantage of religious and conservative
Americans. Abortion is a deeply
contentious religious issue for many
Catholics and evangelical Christians;
however, since the late 1970s, abortion has become less of a religious
matter in politics and more of a tool
for political manipulation. Historically, abortion was never an issue for
the GOP, but political trends suggest
that in order to garner the support of
single-issue voters, the party has adopted a pro-life stance.
At the beginning of the 1970s, the
distribution of pro-choice and anti-abortion voters was fairly even across
party lines; the Republican Party was
not yet the primary “pro-life” party.
In fact, the chair of the Republican
National Committee in 1974, Mary

Louise Smith, was in full support of
reproductive rights. However, by 2019,
82 percent of adults who identified with
the Democratic Party and only 36 percent of adults who identified with the
Republican Party believed abortion
should be legal in all cases. This stark
discrepancy between the two time periods begs the question of how
abortion became a partisan

issue in the first place.
In 1972, Republican
President Richard Nixon
held anti-abortion sentiments at the
forefront of his campaign not because
of his religious values, but as a political strategy to win the votes of Catholic and socially conservative voters.
Nixon did not have strong opinions on
abortion—in fact, he was caught on his

Oval Office recording device expressing
the belief that abortion is necessary in
some cases. Nevertheless, Nixon’s pandering to conservative voters proved to
be successful, as he won over the majority of Catholic voters (and ultimately
the election). The GOP adopted Nixon’s political ploy as a
means of
gaining more votes
f rom
Democratic Catholics
and white evangelicals. After Roe
v. Wade was
passed in
1973 and
abortions
restrictions began
to be struck down,
pro-lifers became far
more active. The Republican Party quickly
saw it could reach out
to and win over this
emboldened, aggressive,

a n d
determined
group of voters.
Soon after Nixon,
Presidents George
H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan forged coalitions with evangelical
groups who strongly opposed abortion
to boost their campaigns. Since then,

the GOP continually has attacked reproductive rights in an effort to win the
votes of those anti-abortion Catholics.
When it comes to Donald Trump,
his use of abortion to gain support is
the most problematic of them all. A
president who has been caught on tape
boasting about sexual assault, who has
openly committed adultery, and who
has recently used tear-gas to remove
peaceful

manages to attract a significant number of religious voters. Those voters are
nearly always single-issue voters supporting Trump because of his position
on abortion. Trump’s tactic of adopting
anti-abortion values is clearly successful in distracting these voters from his
countless religious shortcomings, which
only further encourages the GOP as a
whole to continue to take advantage of
and cause the formation of single-issue
voters.
Ironically, the anti-abortion legislation promised and passed to appeal
to pro-lifers is largely ineffective.
While a seemingly easy and obvious
solution, “banning abortion” doesn’t
prevent abortions—it only prevents
safe ones. Research has shown that
abortion rates in countries where
abortion is legal are roughly the same
as (or lower than) the abortion rates
in countries where it is illegal. If the
GOP was truly interested in lowering the abortion rate, it would be implementing more effective solutions,
such as widespread access
to birth control or
improved sex education. The lack of effective soluStep
tions
suggests
that the GOP was nevhan
ie X
u ’2
er
interested
in
decreasing abortions;
3 /T
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rather, it merely wanted to
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appear interested
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protesters
in order to gain
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Overhaul

Fixing the Post-Covid Grading System

Philip Park ’22
Opinions Associate
Helen Liu ’22
News Associate

W

ith the Fall Term rapidly
approaching, the flaws in
the current grading system have increasingly come under the
spotlight. Although the difficulties
required to facilitate a successful term
are immense, and we can see that the
School has put in tremendous effort
into providing us with a smooth academic experience, the evaluation standards have seen little change despite
the introduction of several novel variables into the grading equation. In the
face of distress and obstacles raised by
Covid-19 and conflicts around racial
discrimination, the evaluation standards of past school years are simply
outmoded, inapplicable to the hybrid
discussions and tests commonplace in
Lawrenceville’s academic curriculum.
Lawrenceville faces what seems
to be a catch-22. On one hand, the
standards of work graded by teachers should be consistent in order to
uphold academic integrity. Grading
a student differently from another
would be biased and unfair. Yet, the
introduction of confounding variables
such as quality of Internet access and
the impact of myriad global changes
on a student’s mental wellbeing
means that actually applying completely equal treatment to students
who receive a varying quality of learning experience becomes inherently

Avoiding
Disaster
Yewon Chang ’23
Opinions Associate

W

Systems Under Scrutiny
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e’re currently on the heels
of an incredible close
presidential election as
the final votes from a historic turnout
get counted and trickle in. Meanwhile,
both President Donald Trump and
former Vice President Joe Biden remain
engaged in an abnormally personal race
ridden with petty insults on both Twitter
and the debate stage. Protests will likely
escalate into violent riots regardless
of who wins, especially given people’s
reported willingness to defend their
candidates and values with whatever
force possible. If such public violence and
chaos do occur, though, both sides will
undoubtedly blame one another for the
outcome, intensifying the political divide.
This, in all likelihood, may lead to civil
unrest, constitutional crisis, and a nation
in gridlock.
The United States, however, cannot
afford to add casualties to its ever-rising
coronavirus-related deaths across the
nation; instead, it must turn to mainly
short-term solutions to prevent the nation from erupting into chaos, which it
can do by examining Bolivia’s recent
electoral success in October 2020. Formerly wracked with accusations of voter
fraud, the reformed nation prevented the
mistrust of its citizens from culminating
into widespread riots. By adopting some
elements, Americans can do the same.

problematic.
In particular, Harkness and participation, the defining characteristics of
Lawrenceville’s classrooms, have had
some very ambiguous expectations
for grades. Unlike in previous years,
interim evaluations like “FREQ” or
“CONS’ provide little concrete
feedback given that
students clearly
don’t all share
the same classroom environment or access
to the Harkness table. A
remote student simply
cannot
be
expected to
always contribute
in
the
same
way due to
many technical difficulties that
accompany
the virtual
barrier, such as internet access, audio quality, and more. Students certainly
could ask their teachers to help them
out during class by keeping tabs on
their comments in the chat or directing the occasional question to them,
but there remains a significant disconnect nonetheless. The separation
for those on Zoom, experience wise,
feels like being a Twitch streamer:
constantly living a few seconds in the
past, speaking to an audience far, far
away. Just as a streamer finds difficulty

in processing all of the information
coming from their chat, which appears, then is immediately replaced by
others, people on Zoom find it very
hard to hear, let alone process and
build off of the comments from their
in-person counterparts.
Hybrid students also

face these challenges, especially when
they Zoom remotely. Most speak
out when they are in the classroom,
but find it difficult to jump in when
they are online. Under these circumstances, we must ensure that the current standards for judging a students’
ability to “engage with classmates”
are fair, especially when that makes

up around a fifth of their term grade.
Knowing that the Harkness system is
an integral part of the Lawrenceville
experience, the faculty and administration should look into how we can
do a better job of effectively facilitating hybrid-style conservations. First
off, teachers should be more transparent about how they
determine a student’s
Harkness grade, with
the use of rubrics,
weekly or biweekly participation
grades
with
feedback, and
clear
expectations
from our
teachers specifically
tailored to
students
over Zoom.
More
issues
with
giving
out
grades in the
midst of mixed
methods of learning
lies in the validity of tests
and in-class assignments. For
instance, it seems rather inappropriate that remote learning only (RLO)
students living in different time zones
are expected to take the same in-class
assessments during the late night or
early morning that students in the
Eastern Time Zone are taking at
more reasonable hours. While it is
true that some teachers have helped
students in these situations by allow-

ing them to take these assessments
outside of class, even that raises more
issues. Though we would like to give
Lawrentians the benefit of the doubt,
the ability to hide behind the virtual
barrier and have little chances of getting caught will inevitably make academic dishonesty more enticing this
term for RLO and hybrid students
alike, which will only increase the
grade inflation and inaccurately reflect students’ true performances in
class. Issues like these further prove
why the grading system during these
uncertain times needs to change; the
legitimacy of assessment scores is
lower than ever.
Though we cannot do anything to
change the grading system this fall,
we can improve on its shortcomings
for a better winter, which will start off
virtual and likely progress as a hybrid
system at best. A shift from the status quo, such as the implementation
of timed online testing similar to the
spring AP exams, clearer expectations
for Zoom participation, and making out-of-class work a greater part
of students’ grades, would all help
improve the academic experience
of RLO and hybrid students alike.
Most importantly, we hope that students and teachers can collaborate to
make a final decision by conducting
surveys comparing experiences of the
spring and fall of 2020, and hosting
discussions to find ways to improve
the grading system and classroom
experience in general. At the end of
the day, we are all in this together; as
Dean Kosoff would say, let’s all do our
best to find the best for all.

The aforementioned hostilities, espeBolivia quelled its unrest due to its
cially when coupled with the Covid-19
candidates’ willingness to publicly conpandemic and flaring racial and class
cede a defeat. When Evo Morales, the
tensions, only exacerbate the fractures
former Bolivian president, attempted to
within an already divided nation. Most
overstay his term limits in the most reconcerningly, President Trump’s false
cent Bolivian election, protests broke out
accusations of mail-in ballots inducing
due to claims of voter fraud, with ballots
voter fraud and his refusal to commit to
literally found discarded in nefarious
a “peaceful transfer of power” have
ways. In response, Morallied his most fanatic
rales, who
followers to threaten
w o n
a violent contest
t h e
of an allegedly
fraudulent
Biden victory, should
he win.
Similarly,
Democrat progressives
are already
planning
nationwide
protests
against a possible Trump
victory to defend vote counting. An unclear
outcome
could
also incite unrest.The Florida
election, was
Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE
recount during the 2000
abandoned
presidential election between Al Gore
by his security and pressured to resign
and George W. Bush caused a number
by the military; subsequent resignations
of partisan spats.The same is likely to ocof high-profile political figures led to a
cur again on an even larger, more volatile
power vacuum, and temporary president
level as legal battles in courts—such as a
Jeanine Anez took office. The Bolivian
modern Bush v. Gore—spill over into
Congress then approved a new election
physical protests.
after official investigations determined

that efforts were made to rig the election
against Morales, but excluded the former
president from running. Thus, the two
conflicting parties co-created a brandnew race in 2020 and de-escalating the
entire situation. While it currently seems
unlikely that either American candidates
will gracefully concede a defeat, much
less create a new election, at least their
political peers, such as members of Congress, should in their stead by refusing to
endorse the candidates’ claims. What we
can learn from Bolivia is not its initiation
of a new election but, rather, its parties’
abilities to work together instead of ignorantly butting heads. In America, even
just a joint effort to denounce an unwilling concession as Un-American may be
enough to resolve the political stand-off
and quell any potential violence. For example, the Republican Party refused to
support Roy Moore’s demand for a recount with his Alabama senatorial loss in
2017, and more recently, the most conservative Supreme Court in years defied
Trump’s wishes to prevent vote counting
after election day in Pennsylvania, so it’s
entirely within reason for the political establishment to take action and maintain
stability. If we give the situation attention,
then we are only fueling the flame.
Bolivian leaders also utilized their
platforms to ensure citizens that the
election was valid, which made many
feel more at ease; America could do
the same. Right now, this country lacks
leadership. Our senators and representatives are supposed to calm the public,
not further provoke our distrust for the
government. American state and local

governments must continue to ensure
their citizens that their votes matter by
enabling vote counting after election
day of absentee ballots or accelerating
their final counts. Simultaneously, they
should increase public awareness on
voter fraud and truthfully keep their citizens informed, which they can possibly
do by considering Bolivian non-partisan
voter education campaigns: a series of
advertisements, articles, and television
programs that inform the public of any
changes or developments. In this case,
the American focus should remain on
communicating the validity of mail-in
ballots and current lack of evidence of
tampering from either side.
Post-election, the United States must
make an effort to alleviate the political
polarization and destructive partisanship that have defined American politics
for the past few years. Nevertheless, just
like in Bolivia, the implementation of
comprehensive solutions relies on their
citizens’ ability to cooperate, consider
other perspectives, and establish a common sense of identity that this nation
seems to have lost. If, however, we do
not begin to heal the massive divide between party lines, the United States will
inevitably come closer to erupting in violence, whether it’s during this election or
the next one. Despite the U.S.’s current
polarization and unrest, mitigation and
rehabilitation are possible—the responsibility rests in the capable hands of all
Americans, regardless of whether they
bleed red or blue.

Ashley Gelber ’21/THE LAWRENCE

Avoiding a Constitutional Crisis
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Ray Wins Prestigious PSA Award
Nichole Jin ’24

Lawrenceville English Teacher
Maggie Ray is one of four winners of
this year’s Poetry Society of America
(PSA) Chapbook Program competition. Her chapbook, “Superstitions of
the Mid-Atlantic,” was chosen as a
winner of the Chapbook Fellowship.
Every year, the PSA organizes different poetry-related competitions
and issues a number of prestigious
awards. According to the PSA website, the organization’s goal is not only
to support new and upcoming poets,
but also to “build a larger and more
diverse audience for poetry” and “encourage a deeper appreciation of the
vitality and breadth of poetry.”
In 2003, the PSA launched the
Chapbook Fellowship, a program intended to publish selected chapbooks
to help upcoming writers reach new
audiences. The program also includes
a $1,000 grant. Chapbooks are different from full-length publications as
they are relatively shorter collections
of poetry, usually around 40 pages
long. The application deadline for
the 2020 fellowship was from October 1, 2019, to December 23, 2019,
and the winners were announced this
past October. While the Chapbook
Fellowship is open to anyone living
in the U.S. who has not published a
full-length poetry manuscript in the
past, only four submissions are selected as winners.

When discussing the application process, Ray emphasized that
one does not need prior experience
or a large amount of time on his or
her hands to enter submissions in
a PSA program. According to Ray,
the process of entering a chapbook
is “extremely simple,” as it only entails “printing it out, putting it in the
mail, then sending it off to wait nine
months.”
Ray’s chapbook, “Superstitions of
the Mid-Atlantic,” is composed of
poems written on a variety of different topics. Describing her poems,
Ray said, “Some of them are dystopia,
and others are autobiographical—just
poems digging into a lot of different
things.”
In regards to her process of coming up with ideas, Ray said that “all of
life is kind of [her] material.” To write
her chapbook, she found inspiration in everyday events and extracted
ideas and material from her own life
as well. Ray also did “a lot of reading,
particularly...a ton of contemporary
poetry,” which furthered her understanding of poetry and inspired her
own writing.
With the support of the fellowship,
Ray is planning to further develop her
career as a poet by continuing to write
and publish poems and chapbooks.
She has already started working on a
full-length book manuscript and will
be “writing and revising a lot over the
next year.”

English Teacher Maggie Ray.
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“Let’s Talk About:” White
Privilege at Lawrenceville

Helen Liu ’22
Claire Jiang ’24
News Associates

On Saturday, October 24, the
“Let’s Talk About” (LTA) discussion series convened for its
third session in the Edith Memorial Chapel to discuss the
history of white privilege and
its impact on the Lawrenceville
community. The “LTA: White
Privilege” event was also livestreamed over a virtual Zoom
webinar. The discussion featured
faculty members Co-Chair of
the Task Force on Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Alison
Easterling, History Teacher
Andrew Inzer, Mathematics
Teacher Ian Mook, and English
Teacher Margaret Ray; as well
as students Joshua Cigoianu
’22, Annie Katz ’22, and Sydney
McCormack ’21.
In hopes of acknowledging
and learning about the impacts of race and identity, each
of LTA’s four events this term
is centered around the overall
theme of race, with the past two
LTA sessions focusing on police
brutality in the U.S. and colorism.
Ije Achebe ’21 and Ava Conyer ’21 created the LTA series
this past summer to create a safe
space for students to discuss issues surrounding identity. On
the implementation of LTA,
Achebe explained, “I wanted to
come up with a seminar that the
Diversity Council (Divco) could
host to structure conversation
into the school year on important topics about what’s going
on in our country—basically
giving students the opportunity

to stay updated with actual discourse.”
In contrast to the past LTA
discussions, which took on
more formal settings with presentations and research, this
past LTA discussion was organized in a more intimate setting.
Featured speakers sat in a semicircle, responding to prompts
about white privilege in a Harkness-esque fashion.
For this discussion in particular, Conyer hoped to create
productive conversation centered around white voices. “We
wouldn’t have gotten that same
reaction or response from people of color,” she explained.
The conversation followed the
format of a series of prompts
and discussions. Throughout the
LTA discussion, participants
conversed on the responsibility
of acknowledging white privilege and the power it can hold.
Easterling began by saying
that recognizing white privilege
is “essential to seeing the way
the world works. Understanding how it affects society and
what its origins are is intellectually provoking, yet there is also
a whole emotional and lived
experience too that we have to
constantly think about.”
On her experience with white
privilege, McCormack reflected,
“There’s a line between white silence, which is choosing not to
do anything and [sitting] back
because I can, versus listening
and understanding and really
using my own identifiers to take
action.”
The discussion was then
brought closer to the Lawrenceville community and at-

tendees discussed the manifestations of white privilege on
campus. Inzer believed that it is
important to properly understand the effects of white privilege in our community, saying,
“Having those conversations
and making sense of it is essential...We need to normalize
thinking of these things.”
Expanding on the concept of
having these conversations, Cigoianu said, “I feel comfortable
most times of my life...Yet being in an uncomfortable place
for once—that’s where the best
realizations are made. We all
need to embrace the uncomfortable.”
Speaking on the importance
of the LTA discussion, Conyer
said, “A lot of students at our
school don’t know what steps to
take to learn about themselves
and their place in society. Talking about white privilege especially is very hard for a lot of
students, as many of them are
just learning about their identity. Being able to acknowledge
it, as we saw the panelists do,
definitely changes the dynamic
of the conversation.”
Achebe agreed, “The panelists had some really thoughtful
contributions and the students
who came had great questions.”
In the future, she hopes that
“LTA becomes a permanent
fixture at Lawrenceville and
that the students running it in
the future can find ways to dig
deep and make the project their
own. [She] would love to see
new themes covered each term
or to see completely different
and in-depth conversations
about the same themes.”

Hydrogen House: Mike Strizki on the Future of Hydrogen
Ben Cavanagh ’23
& Alistair Lam ’23
Opinions Associate

On Monday, October 26th, founder
of the Hydrogen House Mike Strizki
gave a tour of his hydrogen-powered
house via Zoom to the Lawrenceville
community to share possibilities for a
more sustainable future. As a pioneer
in the research and development of
hydrogen fuel-oriented communities,
Strizki believes that hydrogen has the
potential to be the energy source of
the future. Wanting to help effectively
fight climate change, Strizki pioneered
hydrogen-powered living with a home
full of original technology. Since then,
he has been living and working in
Hopewell, New Jersey’s Hydrogen
House for the past 18 years.
According to Strizki, water and energy loss are the two most pressing environmental issues of our time, and hydrogen is the optimal solution to both.
He began his presentation by showing
students one of the most popular applications for hydrogen fuel cell prototypes: his car, a hydrogen-fueled car
that can produce pure drinking water
just by driving.
Strizki then explained how hydrogen fuel cells split electrons from
hydrogen atoms to power appliances
before recombining with the hydrogen
ions and oxygen to produce pure wa-

Hydrogen House Owner Mike Strizki.

ter. He described how by using several
hydrogen tanks and a solar array in the
Hydrogen House, his entire complex
emits no greenhouse gas at all. “If everyone switches to using hydrogen fuel
for vehicles and buildings, like I have
been doing for the past 18 years, we
can eliminate 90 percent of all emissions,” Strizki explained.
Strizki emphasized that hydrogen
is the “fuel of the future,” as it is both
sustainable and plentiful. Moreover,
two-thirds of planet Earth is water,
which can be used to produce hydrogen. Strizki also explained that using
hydrogen storage tanks can produce

Courtesy of Yahoo! News

“three months of [hydrogen production] that can supply energy for a
whole year.”
In addition to the abundance in
supply, Strizki emphasized that using
hydrogen as fuel is superior to many
current-day technologies, as is evident
in automobiles. Unlike the traditional
internal combustion engine cars or
electric battery-powered cars, Strizki
explained how “hydrogen-powered
cars have no moving parts [and are]
thus much lighter and quieter.” Compared to electric cars that require on
average 18 hours to recharge their batteries, Strizki described how hydrogen-

powered vehicles “can be refueled in
just three minutes.”
After discussing how hydrogen
power is one of the safest and most efficient technologies, Strizki then gave
examples of its extensive use in multiple different fields, from the NASA
Apollo missions, where it provided
heat and water to astronauts, to tech
companies, with Bill Gates considering powering the Microsoft Cloud
with hydrogen fuel.
While hydrogen fuel may seem
to have lots of benefits, Strizki then
discussed potential drawbacks to the
use of hydrogen, namely the issue of

money. Fossil fuel companies are “making too much money...thus their greed
prevents a transition to more sustainable fuels,” said Strizki.
The other main drawbacks lie in the
production and storage of hydrogen;
while hydrogen is easy to store, it takes
up lots of space. Additionally, producing hydrogen requires an energy source
like solar or wind to power the electromagnets used in electrolysis, so the initial set up costs are very high. Despite
these potential drawbacks, Strizki emphasized that hydrogen power could be
employed on a larger scale, as a “fullscale hydrogen plant could be built just
like any other modern power plant.”
Though this new technology still has
many imperfections, Strizki stressed
the urgency of the need to adopt
technologies that can combat climate
change and benefit the earth, calling
for the younger generations to “take
up arms” and help fix the climate crisis
by advocating a wider adoption of this
versatile and sustainable fuel.
To wrap up his presentation, Strizki
called for the Lawrencevillle community to work together: “We’re at the
turning point here...We have the technology to cure the disease. We have to
make a decision: Do we want to be part
of the solution or part of the problem?
One person can only do so much; the
choice is yours to make.”
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Everything You Need to Know About the Presidential Election
Nico Torres ’22 &
Claire Jiang ’24
News Associate
Introduction

_________________
The 2020 presidential election will
likely go down as one of the most
nail-biting and polarizing elections
in U.S. history. Amidst a global pandemic, rampant racial and social justice movements, and a particularly
divisive political climate, voters cast
their mail-in, absentee, and in-person
ballots until the night of November
3. In honor of Election Day this past
week, we have put together a comprehensive guide to the 2020 election
season, ranging from an overview
of current U.S. election procedures
to an analysis of election results.

Overview of Election Process

_________________
The U.S. presidential election is held
every four years, with the Democratic
and Republican parties taking center
stage in campaigning, primaries, and
debates. In primaries, voters state their
preferences for presidential nominees
and in caucuses, delegates are elected
to choose a presidential candidate.
After these events, a candidate receives an official nomination during
their party’s national convention.
The U.S. Constitution states that
a president is elected through an
electoral college—a body of electors
chosen to formally cast votes—and
not directly by the people. If a candidate is elected by the majority in a
state, excluding Maine and Nebraska,
he or she will receive all the electoral
votes from that state. The amount of
electoral votes assigned to one state
depends on its population. For example, California has 55 electoral college votes while less-populated states
such as Vermont only have three.
To win, the candidate needs at
least 270 electoral votes out of 538.
Therefore, even if a candidate loses
the popular vote, he or she could still
win the electoral vote and become
president. This scenario took place
in the 2016 election, when Hillary
Clinton won the popular vote by
more than three million votes but
only received 232 electoral votes. On
the other hand, President Donald
Trump won 306 electoral votes, allowing him to secure the presidency.

Democratic Frontrunners

_________________
At the start of the 2020 election
process, we saw heavy contention
within a crowded Democratic field.
Of the 24 candidates who qualified
to attend the preliminary Democratic
Debates in 2019, Elizabeth Warren (Sen. D-MA), Bernie Sanders
(Sen. D-VT), and Joe Biden (Sen.
D-DE) stood out as frontrunners
for the Democratic nomination.
A former law professor at Harvard University, Warren favored
more financial regulation and an
expansion of government services.
She embraced “Medicare for All,”
new taxes on the wealthy, free public education, and the Green New
Deal, a “ten-year mobilization [effort] to achieve domestic net-zero
emissions by 2030,” according to her
campaign website. Warren had what
is widely considered to be the most
detailed and specific policy platform,
including eight outlined policies for
tax restructuring and relocation of
funding. However, after staggering
behind in state caucuses, her cam-

paign ended on March 5, leaving
Sanders and Biden as the competitors for the Democratic nomination.
Similar to Warren, Sanders is
known for being progressive and
far-left. His platform’s defining issue
was “Medicare for All,” which he introduced to the Senate floor in 2017
and 2019. Per his campaign website,
his goal was to “provide everyone in
America with comprehensive health care
coverage, free at the
point of service.”
This
idea
is
unprecedented
in
the United States,
as the country relies heavily upon a
private healthcare
system. Unable to
keep up with Biden
in the state caucuses, Sanders ultimately ended his
presidential campaign on April 8.

Why Biden?

_________________
While Warren and Sanders appealed to progressive voters, Biden
is popular among centrist voters,
ultimately allowing him to maintain frontrunner status for the most
prolonged period of time. Known
for being a moderate Democrat,
Biden successfully garnered the
votes of mild conservatives who
do not support President Trump
He is also very well-established
within the Democratic Party, having
served as Vice President of the Obama
Administration from 2009-2017, in
addition to his 36 years of experience
in the Senate. On August 11, after
much speculation, Biden announced
Senator Kamala Harris—a 2020
Democratic presidential candidate—
as his running mate. She is also the
first black and South Asian woman to
be on a major party ticket in the U.S.

Presidential Campaigns & Debates

_________________
President Trump’s and former
Vice President Biden’s campaigns
have largely opposing views on major issues.Trump has continued to
focus on repealing and replacing
Obamacare, curbing illegal immigration, enforcing strict trade policies,
locking down on “law and order”—
a term he used to declare aggressive
action on protesters—and lowering corporate and individual taxes.
Above all, economic growth stands
as the most defining feature of his
platform, and he has even called to
halt state lockdowns and reopen
the economy amidst the pandemic.
Biden, on the other hand, has
sharply criticized the Trump administration’s response to the pandemic,
specifically its lack of emphasis on
protection measures. Biden’s campaign has also narrowed in on protecting and strengthening the “Affordable Health Care Act,” reversing
Trump’s tax breaks, increasing minimum wage, advancing racial equity
through economic reforms, and providing immediate Covid-19 relief.
After receiving official nominations at the Republican and Democratic National Conventions, Biden
and Trump kicked off the general
election with two live debates. The
first, hosted by Chris Wallace of Fox
News on September 29, saw a hostile atmosphere as the two candi-

dates interrupted and jabbed at one
another sporadically. The second,
however, saw more self-control from
the candidates, as NBC moderator
Kristen Welker successfully monitored speaking time, with the help of
newly-installed “mute buttons.” Both
debates heavily focused on Trump’s

national polling average indicated
that President Trump trailed behind
Biden by a range of eight to 11 percent. Aiming to learn from the mistakes of the Clinton campaign, Biden
and the Democratic Party continued
encouraging constituents to vote,
hoping to garner enough support
from anti-Trump voters in swing
states to beat the Republicanfavored electoral college.

Election Day Results
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responsibility for the spread of Covid-19 and the economy’s downturn.
In an effort to redirect the focus,
President Trump consistently referenced Biden’s so-called “lackluster”
political career and contestable policies, such as eliminating oil subsidies.
After the debates and prior to
Election Day, the RealClearPolitics

_________________
As electoral votes
were reported on
and after Election Day, the
candidates’ possible
paths to 270 became
increasingly
narrow, especially for
President
Trump.
While he won crucial
battleground
states—Florida, Texas, and Ohio—Biden
managed to flip both Wisconsin
and Michigan, key swing states that
Trump won in 2016. Biden claimed
Michigan by merely 70,000 votes,
indicating that state results are feeding into razor-thin margins. More
importantly, as of November 4, 8,000
votes separated Biden from Trump
in Nevada, based on the 75 percent
of votes reported. As of November 5, Biden only needs to win Ne-

vada’s six electoral votes, assuming he
claims Arizona’s 11 electoral votes.
The Trump campaign has claimed
that it will take legal action in the
case of a Biden victory, specifically
aimed at certain battleground states.
The campaign has already sued
Pennsylvania and Michigan to halt
ballot counting until recommended
representatives can preside over the
tallying process. The aim is to possibly discount or disrupt uncounted
mail-in votes as they come from
heavily-populated,Democraticleaning districts. Trump is requesting a recount in Wisconsin, which
he lost by a slim margin of 19,000
votes. He is expected to take the final election results into the hands of
the Supreme Court, which leans Republican in a majority of six to three.

Conclusion

_________________
Policies and legislation pertaining
to major issues, including the U.S.’s
Covid-19 response, climate change,
and racial and social justice will be
heavily influenced by the winner of
this election. The outcome will also
probe at the futures of the two political parties; the Republican Party may
shift towards Trumpist values, while
the Democratic Party may adopt a
more centrist political agenda. Regardless of the immediate outcomes,
only time will tell the true ramifications of this monumental election.

An Honest Review of Canada Geese

And no, I’m not talking about the jacket...
Grant Shueh ’23
Arts Associate

If you’ve spent any time on campus, you’re probably familiar with
Canadian geese, or Canada geese,
if you’re feeling pedantic (“Canada” is used attributively in various
animal and plant names). They fly
overhead in a spectacular V formation, congregate in our fields and on
our track, and even defecate on us.
Similar to other aspects of our lives,
Canada geese tend to fade into the
background. Occasionally, though,
they manage to do just enough to
annoy us—especially when they
sing songs that sound eerily similar to a broken car horn. My point
is that they’re not the easiest to get
along with. You may wonder, “Why
Canada geese? They’re kind of irrelevant.” To some extent, they are.
However, they are an important part
of our campus ecosystem and Lawrenceville would certainly not be
the same without them. So, I think
these geese deserve some credit.
Canada geese are particularly
interesting in one aspect: By investigating their behavior, we can see
clear parallels between their effect
on the world as a “collective” and
ours as mankind. The number of
collective nouns used to describe
Canada geese is endless—a testament to their ability to congregate
in a variety of ways. A group of
geese is a gaggle; in flight, they’re
a skein, a team, or a wedge; when
flying close together, they’re called
a plump. I rarely view Canada geese
as individuals; I observe them as
a wedge or a gaggle or a plump.
That’s probably how they view us,
too—a collective nuisance, something to be attacked. In 2009, a

plump flew a suicide mission into US
Airways Flight 1549, forcing a crash
landing in the Hudson River. In
2014, a Canadian bicycle commuter
spent a week in the hospital after a
Canada goose attack. One Ottawa
woman ended up with a concussion and fractured cheekbone after a
similar ambush. Luckily, geese have
never given me a concussion, but
they sure have honked at me a lot.
Humans are also more powerful as a “collective,” just like these
animals are, as evidenced by our
ability to both destroy and resurrect the population of Canada geese.
A century ago, they were believed
to be extinct and almost joined the
passenger pigeon in the hunted-toextinction club. Canada geese were
often subjected to “live decoys,” a
hunting technique that used captured geese to attract flocks of wild
ones to be shot. After the government imposed hunting restrictions,
the population of Canada geese rebounded, and today, they inhabit our
artificial golf course lakes and manicured lawns. Clearly, mankind is om-
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nipotent (at least to a Canada goose).
While we might not want to admit it, human behavior closely resembles that of Canada geese, and
vice versa. And maybe, the geese are
not so bad after all. They do inspire a
sort of awe I don’t feel when watching a loft of pigeons, and they make
me feel like I’m in “proper” nature.
Canada geese are also known for
inspiring the name of a high-end
clothing brand. The company Metro
Sportswear originally named their
outerwear label “Snow Goose” but
soon changed it to “Canada Goose”
to represent the ideals of the Canadian wilderness. I know for a fact
they weren’t thinking about changing their name to “Domestic Pigeon.”
I’ll give Canada geese of the world
5/10 stars, but personally, I believe
Lawrenceville geese are just “built
different.” There’s something viscerally beautiful about watching geese
fly overhead on the walk between
buildings, and their calls elicit a sense
of indescribable nostalgia. They add
an ineffable quality to our campus,
so I think they deserve 7/10 stars.
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Periwig Club’s First Fall Play Reading: Everybody
Isabelle Lu ’22
arts associate

Launching its new Jean S. Stephens Play Reading Series, the
Periwig Club will perform virtual
readings of Everybody by Branden
Jacobs-Jenkins this Friday and Saturday over Zoom to accommodate
Covid-19 restrictions. Auditions
were held in late August to avoid
overlaps with the planning of Winterfest, and the cast list was released
in early September. The play features lead actors Naa Kwama Ankrah ’23, Caroline Bednar ’22, Kajal
Dongre ’22, Vicente Gil ’21, Bernice
Hightower ’21, Eddie Newsom ’23,
Quinn Thierfelder ’22, Luke Trowbridge ’22, Anoushka Sharma ’23,
and Allison Williams ’21.
While this year’s production of
Clue: On Stage allowed Director of
Theater and Theater Teacher Matthew Campbell to continue the
School’s theater program, he hopes
that through Everybody, Lawrentians can explore other styles of play
performances as well.
“The play reading series [seeks]
to give Lawrentians another performance opportunity and also
provide a space for varsity athletes
who can’t do the musical and want
something else that is an artistic,
collaborative opportunity but isn’t
necessarily a huge demand,” he
commented.
Campbell initially chose Everybody
because it offers insight into the
significance of mortality and transience of life. He thought it was a

Advertisement poster for Everybody.

perfect fit for “what we, as a nation,
are going through in response to
social injustice, in response to what
is humankind.”
According to Campbell, the play
is essentially about “the journey of
humankind as they travel to death.”
Virtual stage manager Autri Basu
’23 also added that it “is intended
as a discourse between [‘Everyone’]
who is being asked by God to die
for him, [in which ‘Everyone’] is
abandoned by all others except
Love.” The play is a modern adaptation of the 15th-century play Everyman, which features characters
who are personifications of major
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human ideas such as Love, Death,
God, and Time.
Although Everybody does contain
many dark, transcendent themes,
its comedic plot and characters still
make it relatable for the audience.
Its tangs of humor allow the actors
to better convey the moral message of the story as it makes the
play more engaging and interactive.
Dongre, who will play the role of
‘Somebodies,’ mentioned how she
could “see [her] personal life in every role.”
Given the series of changes in
the theater department this school
year, the rehearsal process has been

experimental for both students
and faculty. Trowbrige, who plays
‘Death,’ describes the preparation
as a “fast-moving process;” the cast
and management team have had
six rehearsals, only one of which
had been in person. Something else
unique about the play is its lottery
system, which keeps the five actors
of ‘Somebodies’ unaware of which
specific character they play until
the final show, before which they
conduct a lottery-like draw to determine their final roles.
Given the absence of “group spirit” due to virtual rehearsals, the actors are collectively giving their all
to try and mirror the environment
of an in-person rehearsal. They focused on using their faces, voices,
and upper bodies to better portray
their characters on-screen. Nevertheless, the dynamic nature of the
play has made this task harder than
expected, the script of Everybody
was inspired by an ancient Greek
style known as stichomythia, which
requires actors to speak in alternate
lines or verse, making the actors’
timing especially important.
Hightower, who will play the role
of ‘Usher/Understanding,’ commented, “We’re struggling with
keeping the pace of the play up
because there are long chunks of
monologue that [during which we
need] to keep the audience captive
while also maintaining the message
of the play.”
However, despite the barriers
that Covid-19 has imposed on rehearsals, the preparation process

has also had many bright sides.
Due to the reading being virtual,
the actors, especially the characters
involved in the lottery, don’t have to
be completely off-book. Williams,
who will be playing ‘Love,’ mentioned that the reading’s flexibility
gave her “a chance to [fully] explore
the character.” The Periwig Club
was also highly motivated by the
visit of the playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins himself, who watched
one of their readings and hosted a
talkback with the cast and crew.
The production team is incredibly hopeful about the performance.
“There’s something valuable in
thinking about the lasting impact
we want to have in the time that we
do have,” commented Campbell.
“I think this opens up a new opportunity for people who don’t really do a lot in Periwig to get their
feet wet and try some new things,”
said Hightower.
Williams further commented on
the reading within the context of
the larger theater world: “A lot of
other theaters and plays have had to
adapt virtually to doing their readings. We’re replicating what people
are doing outside of school, and it
really shows how things are changing and how we can adapt to that.”
This inaugural play reading, according to Dongre, is a performance to be especially proud of because not only is it “flexible to the
remote students and families,” but
also “the first step Lawrenceville
is taking to participate in [a] new
world of theatrical entertainment.”

The Social Dilemma: An Exposé of Social Media
Kate Feiner ’22

A Netflix Original released on
January 26, The Social Dilemma
mixes documentary investigation
and narrative drama to spread a vital message about the manipulative
nature of social media and its far
reaching consequences. In its investigative segments, the documentary’s esteemed director, Jeff Orlowski,
speaks with some of the men and
women who were at the forefront
of the social media boom but now
fear the detrimental effects of their
creations on both mental health and
the very fabric of American democracy. In the film, Orlowski demonstrates these effects through the
hypothetical story of a family whose
teenage children struggle with social
media addiction.
While most users are already
aware of social media’s addictive
qualities, the highly educated interviewees, my favorite of whom
was Tristan Harris, an ex-Google
employee, bring the nuanced issues
to light in a new and riveting way.
It is Harris who delivers one of the
most terrifying revelations of the
documentary: “If you’re not paying
for the product, you are the product.”
The documentary claims that we,
the users, are the “products” of a system that manipulates us to spend
more time on its various applications and services. Each app tracks
individual behaviors and tailors its
content to the data they collect. They
modulate content send us incessant
alerts and use “tag” and “like” buttons to keep us engaged. The collec-

A scene from The Social Dilemma.

tion of user information facilitates
development in the social media
market. By using the Internet, we
are actually selling ourselves.
Sadly, it is these alerts and recognitions that deteriorate the mental
health of users. Social media draws
on our biological desire to seek the
approval of our peers. According
to former Facebook Vice President of Growth, Chamath Palihapitiya, “We curate our lives around
this perceived sense of perfection
because we get rewarded in these
short-term signals—hearts, likes,
thumbs ups—and we conflate that
with value.” However, once this brief
validation stops flowing in, we are
left feeling more empty than before. The mental health effects of
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this phenomenon are statistically
obvious: Since 2010, the number of
teenage girls who commit suicide
every year has risen by 70 percent
for girls aged 15 through 19 and by
151 percent for preteen girls. In the
narrative segment of the documentary, we see these facts are reflected
in the family’s young daughter who
struggles with self-esteem issues as
she navigates the cruel world of an
Instagram equivalent.
Furthermore, the increasing lack
of unbiased information in the online world is greatly polarizing our
country politically. Computer algorithms are designed to appeal to
the user. To help viewers grasp the
complexity of these algorithms, the
director personifies the system of a

mobile phone as three men whose
goal is to make a profit and keep the
family’s teenage son engaged. They
discuss what clickbait methods to
lure him with and what advertisements will evoke the best response.
They show him only what he wants
to see. In doing so, the computer
greatly alters the son’s political views
as it encourages him to only view the
situation from one perspective.
Even Google, a seemingly uninfluenced search engine, uses similar
algorithms. If I, a Democratic girl
from New Jersey who has shown
interest in the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement as a source
for positive social change, google
“BLM”, I am shown articles describing peaceful protests and the

need for societal change; these are
my truths. However, if someone
from a predominantly Republican
state googles the same acronym,
they might find articles describing
violent riots and looting; these become their truths. In a society where
we are only shown the realities that
we want to see, we are becoming
more and more polarized in every
respect.
Our world is facing a crisis that,
in truth, no one really knows how to
combat. I am sure that Lawrenceville’s administration knows about
student complaints about study hall.
Who wants to give their phone up
for two hours a day and be forced
to do work devoid of social connection? I used to be one of these
students, facetiously arguing that
I might need to make a phone call
to a parent or that I had already
completed my work for the evening.
However, I am proud to report that
since watching The Social Dilemma,
I have deleted Instagram, TikTok,
and Facebook, and am now an avid
believer in study hall’s importance as
a combatant.
If you were so addicted to a drug
that you could not go two hours a
day without it, you’d be in big trouble. As a society, we need to think of
social media as a drug which endagers our wellbeing. To confront our
addiction, we must begin by increasing awareness. The Social Dilemma
exposed me to the manipulative nature of the tech industry, and its depiction of social media addiction as
a global issue with serious ramifications makes it a definite must-watch.
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Khabib Nurmagomedov: A True Champion
Andrew Lee ’22
Sports Associate
When a fighter wins, he or she usually screams in ecstasy, gives a killer
promo in a post-fight interview, does
a backflip, or tackles his or her coach
in excitement. Two weeks ago, on
the biggest stage in the sport, Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC)
Lightweight Champion Khabib Nurmagomedov did none of those. After
defending his lightweight championship against former interim champion
Justin Gaethje, the fighter simply stood
up and quelled the excitement of those
in the Flash Forum Arena. The victory against Gaethje wasn’t just a victorious brawl; rather, it was a triumph
over a personal emotional struggle,
a commemoration of his late father
Abdulmanap Nurmagomedov, and a
tribute to the finale to his career. In
his post-fight interview, he was huffing and puffing through his words. His
breaths were not from the two rounds
of fighting he went through, but rather
sighs of relief. He laid his gloves in the
middle of the octagon and announced
his retirement, saying, “Be close to your
parents…because you never know what
will happen.”
There’s an infamous video of Khabib
swimming against a freezing Dagestani river. It’s perhaps the perfect representation of Khabib; after all, he is
the same maniac that wrestled bears
as a child. But in the larger scope of
Khabib’s legacy, it’s also a metaphor
for his life. Khabib was never supposed
to have it his way. He always had a
target on his back, and he always got
the shorter end of the stick, but he always remained composed, calm, and
grounded in his faith.
Coming out of Dagestan, Russia,
which was at one point the world’s
most dangerous place to live, Khabib
did not grow up in a peaceful environment in which he had the privilege to

An emotional Khabib wears his papakhas post-fight.

only focus on becoming a professional
fighter. However, he had one thing
that massively propelled his career: a
tight relationship with his father, who
served as his youth coach. Abdulmanap Nurmagomedov dreamed of his
son becoming a UFC champion and
achieving a 30-0 professional record, so
with his help, Khabib Nurmagomedov
worked his way up through the amateur and professional ranks to finally
sign with the UFC in 2011. Khabib
father’s wish had come true; however,
Khabib had to leave Russia to compete
and train without his father’s company,
who was denied a visa to the United
States.
Despite being overlooked for title
shots in favor of more popular fighters,
he was unstoppable in the States. He
was unapologetically himself. In interviews and in public events throughout
his career, he would wear papakhas,
a traditional Avarian shepherd hat

that celebrates his small hometown in
Dagestan. Even as a professional fighter he observed Islamic holidays including Ramadan, a month of holy fasting.
Like many great champions, he
made his share of mistakes. Prior to
his fight against Conor McGregor,
McGregor and his team had hurled
insults and jabs at Khabib’s family and
religion, and on the biggest night of
his career, Khabib retaliated. Though
he was flawless inside the cage, putting
on a brilliant performance of striking
and wrestling against McGregor at
UFC 229, after his victory he jumped
over the octagon fence and attacked
one of McGregor’s teammates. He
served a nine-month suspension and
was publicly lambasted by President of
UFC Dana White as well as millions
of MMA fans.
As with all great champions, though,
he bounced back. In his return fight
against Dustin Porier at UFC 242 in

Courtesy of UFC.com

Abu Dhabi, he proved his worth by
choking out Porier in the third round.
More importantly, it was the first UFC
fight that his father physically stood by
his corner as his coach, a monumental
moment in his career. Khabib had gone
through his MMA career following
his father’s plan; Abdulmanap was the
brains behind Khabib’s skillset. And
just at the right time, Abdulmanap
could witness and intimately coach his
son at Khabib’s greatest. It was the peak
of his career, the culmination of a lifetime’s work. In his post fight interview,
with his father by his side, Khabib said,
“I don’t know why I have everything in
my life.” It was certainly a dream come
true for both Nurmagomedovs.
Unfortunately, Khabib’s exhilarating high would not last long. In July,
Abdulmanap Nurmagomedov passed
away due to complications stemming
from a Covid-19 infection. The MMA
community was heartbroken and

Khabib’s future in the UFC was seemingly non-existent. If he were to have
retired, no one would have blamed him.
Khabib had no reason, at all, to return
to the octagon. He had already made
his money, was an undisputed champion, and his legacy was seemingly set in
stone. Yet he agreed, with his mother’s
permission, to accept the fight against
Gaethje, so long as it was his last one.
And so it was. Though the majority of the first round was uneventful,
with shots traded from both fighters, Khabib managed to take Gaethje
down by grabbing an unsuccessful kick.
Almost immediately, he transitioned
into an armbar and Gaethje, fearful of
Khabib’s grappling pedigree, held onto
his arm and was saved by the bell. In
the second round Khabib landed stiff
jabs on Gaethje, who appeared to be
slowing down. Again, Khabib took him
down and transitioned from an armbar
position into a triangle choke to win
the fight. Khabib seemingly didn’t even
get a scratch from one of his toughest
opponents yet. He cemented a perfect
29-0 career record at the end of the
match.
Khabib was never a flashy fighter for
the common fan to galvanize over, but
the turbulence he had to deal with is a
story that everyone can appreciate. The
current of life was seemingly always
against him; he grew up in unfavorable
conditions, was constantly overlooked,
and just when his career seemed to turn
a tide, he lost his father. If Khabib still
wants to reach his father’s 30-0 plan, he
might fight again, we can’t say it’s set in
stone. As we examine Khabib’s legacy
and all the points along his career’s
curve—from fighting in local gyms
in Dagestan to showcasing his championship talent shortly before his father’s tragic death, his swim against the
Dagestani river seems to be the perfect
microcosm of his career. Khabib persevered like a warrior, one stroke at a
time.

Captains Profile: Girls Varsity Water Polo

Kyle Park ’23
Sports Associate

This year, the Girls Varsity Water Polo
team is led by Co-Captains Fiona Pando
’21 and Vivien Schmitz ’21, both of whom
are in their third seasons as members of
the program.
Schmitz’s past swimming experience
and her attendance at a water polo
summer camp convinced her to join the
Lawrenceville team as a new III Former.
Throughout her three years, water polo
has been a sport that “pushed [her] to
discover new boundaries” every training
session. “Climbing out of the pool each
day, I’m always tired, but I know that I’ve
worked my hardest to show myself that
I can always do more.” Regardless of the
type of drill or game, the environment
created by the “tight-knit yet competitive”
squad drives Schmitz to be the best
possible player she can be and overcome
the mental and physical fatigue that come
with the sport. “I’ve come to realize just
how much I appreciate knowing that I’m
so much stronger and [more] fearless
than I once thought I was.”
Pando, the starting goalkeeper, also
started playing water polo during her
III form year. Despite playing soccer her
II Form year, Pando switched to water
polo following the persuasion of her crew
captains. Fortunately, the adjustment
from the field to the pool came with
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ease, as Pando always enjoyed swimming,
spending a lot of time near the ocean
from a young age. She appreciates the
dedication water polo requires and its
balance between individual and team play.
As a captain, Schmitz is one of the
more experienced and skilled players
in the pool, yet her start in the sport
was far from easy, saying that she “was
not an amazing swimmer and had very
little knowledge of the sport.” Confused

at first, Schmitz considered quitting
her first week and questioned whether
playing water polo was the right decision.
Nonetheless, Schmitz endured the
hardships and carried on; in just a few
weeks, she familiarized herself with the
drills and started to develop her love
for water polo. Pando faced challenges
of her own with prior knee injuries and
a minor hip injury restricting her from
performing eggbeater kicks, but Pando’s

strong work ethic and determined
mindset to “battle through the pain”
have allowed her to continue competing
at a high level.
Schmitz noted that the pre-game
traditions are one of the most memorable
aspects of her water polo experience.
Before a match, the team circles up and
chants, “let’s get a little bit rowdy,” slowly
and crescendos for each repetition––a
ritual that gets “everyone rushing with

adrenaline.” Pando, on the other hand,
pinpointed the 2019 match-up versus
the Hill School as one of her most
meaningful games during her time on the
team. At Hill that year, the opponent’s
stands greeted Pando with hisses and
boos during the game’s final minutes. “I
had the ball, and they were just booing
me. I remember looking at my coach
because I was freaking out.” Despite the
overwhelming pressure, the passionate
cheers from her teammates, coaches,
and the bench motivated her to perform
and ultimately finish the match with a
well-deserved victory.
With Covid-19 restrictions in place,
the team has gone back to the basics:
swimming, passing, and ball-handling
skills, all drills that require minimal
contact and follow social distancing
guidelines. Moreover, with minimal space
in the pool, the team has invested more
time in dryland workouts and strength
training with the Al-Rashid trainers.
Pando also said that “it’s important for
the newcomers to have at least some sort
of competition, since everyone in the
pool is an athlete and there to compete.”
While the chances of competing against
neighboring schools remain slim, moving
forward, the captains plan on organizing
multiple intrasquad games, swimming
relay races, and potentially a scrimmage
with the Boys Junior Varsity water polo
team.
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UEFA Champions League Top 5 Predictions

Kyle Park ’23
Sports Associate

4. Chelsea F.C.
The Blues’ start to the Champions
League has been solid and foreshadows success down the road. After
signing former Ajax superstar Hakim Ziyech, midfielder Kai Havertz,
striker Timo Werner, left-back Ben
Chilwell, and most recently Edouard
Mendy from Stade Rennes FC, the
team has proven to be both stout in

The Union of European Football
Associations (UEFA) Champions
League––an annual soccer competition for top-division European
clubs––may have started late this season due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
but it is bringing the entertainment
and thrills the tournament promises
each year. Matchday 2 results have
showcased the particular unpredictability of this year’s competition.
Here are the five teams that have the
best shot at clinching the 2020-21
UEFA Champions League title.
5. Atalanta B.C.
Gasperini’s Atalanta had a great
start to its Champions League campaign following a 4-0 victory against
Danish club FC Midtjylland. When
challenged by the four-time Champions League winners AFC Ajax,
Atalanta kept its composure with a
2-2 draw. In both matchups, Colombian striker Duván Zapata impressed
fans after netting the opening goal
against Midtjylland and scoring two
crucial goals against Ajax. Adapting
to a 3-4-2-1 formation, the players
seem to have found a balance when
switching from attack to defense, doing it more effectively than in seasons
past. Atalanta also continues to win
games due to their counter-attacking abilities. For instance, Atalanta’s
second goal––the equalizer against
Ajax––was made possible by Mario
Pašalić’s quick-paced dribble down
the middle, opening space for Zapata
to run behind the defenders and position himself for a shooting opportunity.
However, Atalanta could improve
its number of wins if the team cut
down on the countless second-ball
chances it gives away. Their occasional communication issues in the defensive line allow opponents to take
another shot at goal after the initial
save, as demonstrated when Lassina
Traorè tapped in the second goal for
Ajax because Atalanta goalkeeper
Marco Sportiello and midfielder
Remo Freuler were unaware of each
other’s position and failed to clear
the ball in time. Nevertheless, if Atalanta continues to play with counterattacking precision and speedy
offense-to-defense transitions, the
Italian side has a bright future ahead
of itself.

ball for a clearance, such as against
Krasnodar. Though the victory was
well-deserved, there were occasions
throughout the game that revealed
those defensive set-piece weaknesses.
Krasnodar’s Yury Gazinsky could
have easily scored when Kurt Zouma
and Antonio Rüdiger made manmarking blunders, meaning they did
not track the midfielder well enough

ful pass from midfielder Phil Foden
and miraculously curled the ball into
the back of the net––City’s third of
the night. After his inclusion in the
starting lineup against Olympique
de Marseille, Torres went on to score
the opening goal. Moreover, Kevin
De Bruyne and Sterling remain one
of the deadliest duos on the pitch.
During a 3-0 sweep against André

Courtesy of skysports.com

defense and deadly on offense. The
most recent 4-0 win against Krasnodar is a testament to Chelsea’s ability to maintain an organized defense
line and utilize the wingers to threaten the opposition. Moreover, Manager Frank Lampard’s well-planned
substitutions ensure that a high level
of intensity remains on the pitch and
allows the team to explore different combinations of players––both
young and experienced––for upcoming games.
Nonetheless, man-marking during
corners or precise counter-attacks
remains an issue that Chelsea must
address. Often, an opposing striker
quickly slips into the six-yard box
when a corner kick is taken without Chelsea defenders attacking the

on corners. Lampard’s Chelsea currently sits on the top of Group E; the
2012 Champions League winners
have enough talent on its roster to
beat the best in business.
3. Manchester City F.C.
While Manchester City got off
to a rough start in the Premier
League, Pep Guardiola’s squad has
looked impeccable in the Champions League. Viewers should look
out for Spaniard Ferran Torres, who
is on his way to becoming a worldclass player, to complement the main
strikers, Sergio Agüero and Raheem
Sterling, in Guardiola’s preferred formation. In the match against Porto,
which was his debut on the European stage, Torres received a beauti-

Villas-Boas’ Marseille, De Bruyne
constantly played sharp throughballs down the right-hand side to
Sterling, demolishing Marseille’s
defense. Needless to say, the 90 minutes was a nightmare for Marseille
defenders Hiroki Sakai and Jordan
Amavi, as Sterling neatly tucked in
the third goal for Manchester City,
while De Bruyne recorded his second assist for the 2021 Champions
League. For the four-time Premier
League winners, maintaining a high
level of intensity and testing tactics
with different players are of utmost
importance for the remaining four
group stage matches. If the club stays
vigilant, its dream of being crowned
European Champions may come
true.

LSDC Picks

2. Paris Saint-Germain
Reaching its first-ever Champions
League Final last year, Paris SaintGermain (PSG) is back, hungrier
than ever before. PSG has dominated the French soccer league (Ligue 1)
for almost a decade, and with Brazilian star Neymar Jr. and French golden boy Kylian Mbappe in the squad,
PSG has the necessary figures to turn
its domestic dominance into European supremacy. PSG’s silverware
cabinet already hosts trophies such
as the Coupe de la Ligue, Coupe de
France, and the French Supercup, yet
it aches for a Champions League,
motivating PSG to achieve its ultimate goal.
In Ligue 1, as per usual, the
French powerhouse sits on the top
of the table, winning the past seven
of its league matches. Although
PSG started this season’s Champions League campaign with a loss to
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s Manchester
United, the team bounced back on
Matchday 2 with a comfortable 2-0
victory against Istanbul Basaksehir.
Ángel Di María and Moise Kean
are other players to keep a close eye
on: Kean’s physicality drives PSG’s
attacks, and Di María’s dangerous
left-foot is always an option when in
doubt.
1. FC Bayern Munich
There is really not much to say
about Bayern Munich other than
the club is bound to win its seventh
Champions League trophy. The defending champion has started its
Champions League campaign from
where it left off last season. With a
4-0 victory against Atlético Madrid
and a 2-1 win against FC Lokomotiv Moscow, the Bavarian giants
have now gone 13 consecutive games
unbeaten in the competition. Since
manager Hansi Flick’s appointment
last year, the team has won its second treble (winning the 2020 UEFA
Champions League, Bundesliga, and
DFB-Pokal Cup) and has implemented “gegenpressing”––a strategy
to press its opponents aggressively––and quick-paced passing; this
transformation in Bayern Munich’s
playing style has made it almost unbeatable.
These five teams are already heading down the road for European
glory. Only time will tell which club
dominates European soccer. Until
then, sit back, relax, and enjoy the
show.

Evelyn Dugan

Yee Xin Cher

Izzy Sung

Liz Pierre-Louis

Corinne Johnson

Aoife Kilfeather

Who takes the
longest in the
dressing room?

Liz

mr wilder spends a lot of
time on his hair

my wig

I feel like I do lol

the mannequins

definitely not me

Favorite part of
rehearsals

the little heal on the
jazz shoes

not having my costume
fall apart

wearing both an eye
mask and a face mask

Actually getting the
choreography

breaking out into
random tik tok dances

watching the other dances

Quote of the week

"9, 10"

"work it out! twerk it
out!"

"shore"

"Fix that S-curve!"

"Okay Ms. Girl!"

"Never enough... for me"
-sung by Mr. Wilder

