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Murray Speaks On “Moments 
to Test Your Mettle”

Isabelle lee ’21
staff WrIter

Murray delivered a convocation address titled “Stuck on a Rock, Midstream: 
Moments to Test Your Mettle,” incorporating a series of personal anecdotes.

GCAD Set to Open 
Doors January 2020

The construction of the Gruss 
Center for Art and Design 
(GCAD), previously named the 
Gruss Center for Visual Arts, is 
set to finish this coming January. 
According to its mission statement, 
GCAD aims to “pull together 
collaborative energy from all 
departments, extending the Hark-
ness table by providing space for 
experimental and project-based 
learning.” 

Head Master Stephen S. Mur-
ray H’55 ’65 P’16; the Board of 
Trustees; and The Workshop, a 
consulting firm; collaborated to 
form the objectives behind GCAD. 
Throughout the construction 
process, they worked to “ensure the 
building is made appropriately and 
thoughtfully in the context of the 
Bowl and the current architecture,” 
Murray said. 

Founded in 2016, The Work-
shop is a digital consulting firm 
based in New York City and 
Madrid. “We do everything from 
brand identity to web [and] video 
design to interactive displays and 
even marketing services,” said Curt 
Middleton, the Chief Creative Of-
ficer at The Workshop. According 
to Middleton, the firm’s primary 
challenge concerning GCAD is 
to ensure that all Lawrenceville 
students are aware and are taking 
advantage of GCAD’s course offer-
ings and other opportunities.

Over the summer, Rex Brodie 
was named the new Director of 
Design and Fabrication in GCAD. 
His own goal for the center is to 
make it “a place [where] people 
from all disciplines [can] come 
together to solve problems and 
do creative things as they use the 
technology [provided].” 

GCAD will be comprised of 
three primary parts: the Hutchins 

ellIe shIn ’21
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galleries, the studio art area, and 
interdisciplinary Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Art, and Math-
ematics center or makerspace. The 
makerspace will consist of 4,000 
square feet of workshop space 
meant to foster innovation and 
hands-on learning and is roughly 
three times the size of Kirby Math 
and Science Center. It aims to offer 
several interdisciplinary classes, 
such as the Lewis and Clark 
canoe-building class, which will 
combine the history of the Lewis 
and Clark expedition with the craft 
of canoe-building. GCAD will also 
include woodworking and metal 
shops, 3D printers, and meeting 
spaces for student-run clubs. 

The Workshop is currently 
creating a website for GCAD that 
will describe the building’s re-
sources and display student works. 
Once construction is complete, 
Middleton and his team will install 
additional screens around the 
building that will serve to showcase 
student work. “It is worth noting, 
however, that nothing’s really set 
in stone,” Middleton said, “We’re 
still scoping everything out, but, of 
course, GCAD has the potential 
to incorporate any number of 
features.”

One important aspect of the 
GCAD design process is extensive 
student involvement, particularly 
through the GCAD Student Task 
Force. V Former Emily Matcham, 
a member of the task force, was 
glad to see that “[The Workshop] 
was great to work with and very 
receptive to [students’] comments.” 
Faculty members also voiced their 
inputs on the vision for GCAD. 

On the overall design, Middle-
ton said, “The center itself is 
going to celebrate originality and 
collaboration, so we want [GCAD] 
to feel almost celebratory [...] 
[GCAD] should be a place where 
people are free to experiment.” 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Members of the Lawrenceville 
community gathered in the Circle 
for the 210th annual Convoca-
tion ceremony this past Sunday. 
Following the invocation, Head 
Master Stephen Murray H’55 ’65 
’16 P’16 ’21 addressed the School 
in a speech entitled, “Stuck on a 
Rock, Midstream: Moments to Test 
Your Mettle,” inspiring students and 
faculty to take a more reflective ap-
proach when overcoming roadblocks 
this upcoming year. 

Murray began his address with 
an anecdote referencing an ado-
lescent experience that taught him 
an important lesson in life: to seek 
opportunities instead of waiting for 
them to arrive. 

As a teenager on a canoe trip with 
his classmates, Murray “found the 
first glimmer of adult confidence 
that has served [him] much through 
[his] adult life.” When his canoe was 
punctured by an ebbing current while 
his group paddled upstream toward 
a lake, he “felt a sudden simultane-
ous realization well up inside”— a 
feeling of serenity and assurance in 
his ability to solve this unfortunate 
situation with those around him. 

Reflecting on his experience, 
Murray said, “I believe that this kind 
of confidence is acquired, or rather 
earned, when our mettle is tested.” 
He encouraged students and faculty 
to “not wait for serendipity but to 

seek out challenges.” Whether it be 
through traveling, academic learning, 
or athletics, Murray believes that 
there are multiple niches where life-
changing opportunities can be found. 

Murray then shared the stories 
of two Lawrenceville alumni whose 
experiences further illustrated the 
meaning behind his advice. One 
alumnus found his confidence in a 
pivotal soccer match against The Hill 
School. Halfway through the game, 
the team was lagging 13 points behind 
its opponent. 

As the player began to lose hope, 
his coach said to him, ‘You got this, 
Ray. We need you in the game.’ The 
student’s coach’s words helped him 
believe in himself, an instance which 
Murray believes every Lawrentian is 
capable of seeking. 

Yet,  Murray also recognized that in 
order to pursue new and invigorating 
goals, the process sometimes requires 
students to reflect internally. 

“The opportunity to get out of your 
comfort zone and test your mettle may 
be more inward-looking. It might 
involve confronting your assumptions 
or blind spots,” he said.

According to Murray, a certain 
situation can instantly change one’s 
ability to grow, depending on how one 
draws his or her circle of privilege.

“We resist recognizing our privi-
lege because it is not easy to take a 
truly candid look at our actions and 
attitudes. We want to believe our own 
actions are justified,” he said. 

Concluding his speech, Murray 

shared another anecdote on recogniz-
ing mistakes and utilizing them for 
self-improvement. In high school, 
Murray described how he had always 
maintained a positive reputation as 
being a kindhearted student. Yet in 
the spring term of his senior year, 
he learned a lesson that continues 
to impact him today. 

One evening, a group of his dorm-
mates decided to ridicule a student 
living on the third floor of his hostel 
for a reason still to this date unknown 
to Murray. The students rushed into 
the victim’s room, soaked the area 
with water balloons, and then ran 
away.

“To this day, however, I am still 
ashamed that I participated in it. 
Looking back, I think I allowed my-
self to get carried away in the moment 
because, after all, I was a nice guy. I 
wasn’t a jerk until I showed myself 
that I was quite capable of being one,” 
Murray said. 

Murray also prompted the School 
community members to consider 
their own blind spots and moti-
vated students to understand what it 
truly means to become better social 
citizens. 

“Working to be aware of your own 
advantages and practicing compas-
sion with others takes effort, but 
that is precisely what we need to be 
the kind of community we aspire to 
be. The real test of our mettle might 
lie in breaking down our personal 
defenses and taking an honest look 
deep inside ourselves,” Murray said. 

Courtesy of The WorkshopVirtual models created by The Workshop 
such as above demonstrate the GCAD vision 
for collaboration and creativity.
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The Pitfalls of Orientation 

Corrections
Readers who notice errors should contact the Managing Editor at sannamaneni20@lawrenceville.org.

The beginning of the school 
year is always a tumultuous 
one. Especially at a school 

like Lawrenceville, where the school 
year brings a drastic shift in lifestyle, 
it can always be jarring to acclimate 
to this new form of life. In the in-
terest of improving the students’ 
environment, each year has always 
offered some type of orientation—a 
group of activities done to strength-
en bonds amongst peers and address 
conflicts. This year, Lawrentians were 
introduced to a new system, one filled 
with quotes on respect and digni-
ty, mechanical recitations of phrases 
such as “yes, but…” and “yes, and…”,  
and a categorical breakdown of dif-
ferent forms of listening and advice. 
Although valuable in its aims, such 
forms of learning ultimately fail in 
their approach, attempting to achieve 

the final result without due process. 
There is an inherent flaw in the 

way this year’s orientation was struc-
tured. By and large, Lawrenceville 
has always preached the concept of 
learning through experience, learn-
ing through rationale at the Harkness 
table, assuming that learning through 
experiences builds a true foundation 
of knowledge for future decisions. 

However, prepared phrases such as 
“yes but…” and “yes, and…” fall short 
of this notion. Attempting to “teach” 
our interactions through mechanical 
phrases and prepared curriculum only 
makes superficial learning, one that 
hardly succeeds in translating into 
action. It would be as if one tried to 
teach the concept of “perseverance.” 
These qualities, although easily de-
finable, are only achieved through 
firsthand experience. Our notion of 
respect comes from the experiences 
we’ve accumulated over time, not a 
quote from Rosalind Wiseman.

The same is true for many oth-
er concepts touched on in our ori-
entation, such as listening, giving 
advice, and apologizing. Although 
these traits are easily definable, the 
challenge lies in its real-world ex-
ecution—nearly all are capable of 
envisioning an ideal resolution from 
the perspective of a rational third 
party with no personal stake in an 
issue. However, the ultimate purpose 
of these exercises is to help us when 
we’re facing the problem firsthand. 
Only through organic forms of learn-
ing, personal circumstances which 
cannot be artificially created, can we 
truly improve our own problem solv-
ing ability. Indeed, these situations 
do not reliably nor consistently pres-
ent themselves, but in the long term, 
their role in our development is evi-
dent—most Lawrentians would agree 
that they’ve progressed significantly 
through their time at Lawrenceville, 
despite a lack of preprogrammed cur-
riculum. Instead of devoting the for-
mative moments of the new year to 
mulling over a hypothetical scenario, 
Lawrentians could have used the op-

As I stepped through the 
doors, it was the heat that 
hit and crashed over me 

first. My grandmother and I had 
just stepped out of the air-condi-
tioned San Salvador International 
Airport into the outdoor walkway 
to the parking lot. It was lined with 
people, shouting simultaneously 
in Spanish, waiting for passengers. 
Children ran around; people bustled 
forward to greet friends and loved 
ones, some with balloons swinging 
wildly. As my head swam from the 
heat and the noise, we glimpsed 
my aunt through the crowd. After 
greeting her, we hurried out of the 
crowded, sweltering area to find our 
car in the parking lot. As I sweated 
and lugged my suitcase across the 
parking lot, I informed my aunt of 

my goal while in San Salvador: I 
was only going to speak in Spanish.

My mom is from El Salvador, 
but I wasn’t raised speaking Span-
ish. I heard bits and pieces, giving 
me an advantage in class, but near-
ly all of my Spanish was learned in 
school. As a result, I’ve always felt 

self-conscious speaking Spanish, 
especially to native speakers. I’m al-
ways doubtful and question myself 
when speaking: Is my accent bad? 
Am I making mistakes? Even now, 
I hesitate to speak Spanish some-
times, worried that I won’t be good 
enough. Nevertheless, as I walked 
through the parking lot, I knew that 
in order to make the most out of my 
trip, I had to push my insecurities 
aside. Of course, I quickly learned 
that it’s easier said than done. On 
my first night, we ordered pupusas 
(a thick flatbread from El Salvador 
made of cornbread) and had a fami-
ly dinner. It was late, I was tired, and 
although I was excited to see my 
family, the fast-paced, overlapping 
conversations were too much for 
me to follow. I couldn’t stop think-
ing about how much easier it would 
be if I were completely fluent. Even 
when I followed the conversation, I 
wasn’t fast enough to get a word in. 
I felt like I couldn’t express myself 
and remained silent 
during the majority 
of the conversation. 
That first night, I 
truly felt the lan-
guage barrier—I 
felt like I couldn’t be 
myself. 

Yet, over the course 
of my trip, I felt that 
I was improving. About halfway 
through my time in El Salvador, I 
went out to lunch with a few fami-

portunity to catch up with friends, 
develop relationships, and engage in 
situations truly relevant to them.

It isn’t as if the concepts taught at 
orientation are new to students either. 

We all certainly have experience with 
respecting one another, giving advice, 
and listening. Having spent hours 
communicating at the Harkness and 
in the house, our body of knowledge 
far exceeds that of a preconceived 
worksheet. If confronted with the 
reality of a hurting friend, we hardly 
stop to consider whether we should 
advise with a factual, empathetic, or 
confirming tone.

The nuance lies in the indefinable. 
And while it may be helpful to reflect 
on these issues, our ability to “im-
prove” these interactions with new 
information is slim. 

Of course, there is still merit to 
Lawrenceville’s orientation. The 
freshman class, similar to years be-
fore, went through group activities 
involving introductions and team 
games. A game of “Koomcha” will 
never solve an argument, but it is the 
experience that matters. Lawrencev-
ille’s new orientation was high in its 
aspirations. “Yes, but ” it falls short in 
its execution.

This editorial represents the consenus 
view of The Lawrence, Vol CXXXIX

Reflecting on a Summer of Taking Leaps of Faith 
ly members. As we sat at the table, 
someone brought up the upcoming 
U.S. presidential elections, which is 
a topic I’m particularly interested in. 
That conversation remains among 
one of my favorite memories from 
my trip. Not because of the content 
of the conversation, but because of 
the way I was able to speak Span-
ish. It wasn’t perfect. There were 
English words sprinkled in 
from time to time, and I’m 
sure my grammar wasn’t flaw-
less. But, for the first time, I 
felt fully able to express my-
self and found 
myself enjoy-
ing speaking 
Spanish. Af-
ter that one 
conversation, 
I felt more 
c o n n e c t e d 
to my fam-
ily than I 
had before. 
I gained 

confidence in speaking, re-
alizing that I was good enough. I 
had enough strength as a Spanish 

speaker to carry a conversation and 
enjoy it. I remember going back to 

my room that night and 
thinking about that one 
conversation with a smile 
on my face. Throughout 
the next few days, I got 
more comfortable and 
confident speaking, al-

lowing me to form re-
lationships with new 

people. I felt more 
connected to my 

family and my own 
identity and most im-

portantly, I realized that 
I didn’t have to be per-
fect, especially with my 
family. 

Reflecting on my time 
in El Salvador, I realized 
all the opportunities I 
would have missed out 
on if I had let my insecu-
rities get the best of me. 
I kept a journal while I 
was there, and as I look 
at it now, I can truly 
appreciate all of the in-
credible experiences my 
trip gave me. As a per-
son primarily interested 
in medicine, getting to 
visit clinics and shadow 
doctors was something 
I thoroughly enjoyed. As 

I read my day four entry, I 
can still vividly remember being 

in the operating room (OR) of one 

of the hospitals I visited, watching a 
live birth. I can still feel the OR wall 

against my back and my feet be-
ginning to cramp from standing on 
my tiptoes for too long. I can hear 
the baby’s first cry. I can remember 
coming home, still in my scrubs, and 
excitedly texting my friends about it. 
As I read that entry, along with all 
of the others, I realize that none of 
it would have happened if I hadn’t 
taken a bit of a leap of faith. 

In order to get the full experience, 
I had to embrace the language. I had 
to trust that, even if I wasn’t perfect, 
I could figure it out and make it 
work. Looking back, my trip was 
the highlight of my summer, and 
one that I’m eager to experience 
again. My insecurity about speaking 
Spanish quickly faded, and I could 
feel myself improving, even if it was 
only by a little bit. I’m thankful for 
every opportunity that came my 
way and proud of myself for the 
work I put in. Ultimately, some-
times a little leap of faith is crucial 
and it can certainly lead to an amaz-
ing experience. 

––––––––
Attempting to “teach” 

our interactions through 
mechanical phrases and 

prepared curriculum only 
makes superficial learning, 
one that hardly succeeds in 

translating into action.
––––––––

Bryan Hernandez ’21/THE LAWRENCE

––––––––
Our notion of respect comes 
from the experiences we’ve 

accumulated over time, 
not a quote from Rosalind 

Wiseman. 
––––––––

Lucia WetheriLL ’21

––––––––
As I walked through the 

parking lot, I knew that in 
order to make the most of 
my trip, I had to push my 

insecurities aside.
 ––––––––

––––––––
In order to get the full 

experience, I had to embrace 
the language. I had to trust 
that even if I wasn’t perfect, 

I could figure it out and 
make it work. 
 ––––––––

35 Minutes
The average amount of time it takes for 
each Student Council Member to come 

up with their slide for Smeeting.
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protestors as rioters and terrorists 
(connecting many protests directly 
with Hong Kong Mafia groups). Al-
ready, Chinese users of social media 
platforms have called for military in-
tervention, and pro-Hong Kong sen-
timents are routinely quelled within 
China. Despite this, the PRC seems 
to have learned a lesson from the 
Tiananmen Square Protests; crack-
downs are not necessary in quelling 
petty causes. Hong Kongers have 
no way out of a full transition into 
a normal Chinese city come 2047, 
and while these protests have dis-
rupted many aspects of Hong Kong’s 
public and private sectors, they have, 
conveniently, come when the city has 
lost its role as the principal financial 
center of China.The GDP of Hong 
Kong has fallen by 0.4 percent, and 
with a massive decrease in the tour-
ism industry, Lam has stated that the 
protests have harmed the economy 
more than the 2008 financial crisis. 
The protests risk inciting foreign 
firms to shift assets away from Hong 
Kong and to mainland China. This 
move would cause Hong Kong to be-
come even less influential in Chinese 
affairs which wold benefit the PRC’s 
aims. The Chinese leadership can 
now sit back, watch as Hong Kongers 
weaken their own economy, and wait 
for protests to quell while avoiding 
sanctions from the West. With the 
latest round of protests appealing 
towards the United States for dip-
lomatic aid and sanctions on China, 
Hong Kong seems desperate while 
being besieged by the overwhelming 
odds stacked in favor of the mainland 
cause, and not a single tank was de-
ployed in the process. 

Hong Kong: Flawed Demonstrations

During the last few decades, 
Hong Kong has been a 
symbol of success for capi-

talism and a jewel besieged by its 
surroundings. However, the recent 
protests that took the world’s me-
dia by storm have revealed the true 
precariousness of Hong Kong’s situ-
ation and, in reality, serve to dispel 
the mythos of Hong Kong’s success 
as a capitalist icon. Given the current 
situation, it seems clear that these 
protests have not only lost sight of 
originally clear motives but have un-
intentionally sabotaged the interests 
of all Hong Kongers fighting for 
freedom. The violent nature of the 
protests has caused significant dam-
age to Hong Kong’s economy and 
image; they have alienated main-
landers from the democratic cause 
and allowed the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) to accomplish its goals 
with little intervention. 

Protests’ supporters argue that the 
protests are a necessary rebuke to-
wards the Hong Kong’s leadership’s 
decisions and an appropriate re-
sponse to an encroachment of power 
on their fundamental rights. With 
the censorship harshening in the 
mainland and ever increasing strong-
man rhetoric from President Xi Jin-
ping, Hong Kongers have taken a 
stand out of belief that if their rights 
cannot be vindicated now, the path 
towards 2047 will be irreversible. 
Initially, the Hong Kongers called 
for the repeal of an extradition bill, 
allowing residents to be extradited 
to the mainland for trial. However, 
when Chief Executive Carrie Lam 

faltered, protestors, frustrated with 
inaction and recent arrests, increased 
their demands for universal suffrage 
and Carrie Lam’s resignation. The 
goals of the protest now revolves 
around a possible re-negotiation of 
the 1984 Handover Agreement that 
would be carried out to protect the 
liberties of the city’s people. These 
goals, however, show the evolution of 
aims from being achievable to utterly 
outrageous, since Hong Kong has 
neither the political structure nor the 
democractic impetus to fulfill these 
demands. 

The fundamental cause of Hong 
Kong’s predicament lies in its govern-
ing structure; the city has inherited a 
unique system of government de-
signed to serve the free market at the 
expense of suffrage. Hong Kong has 
a democratic system neither compat-
ible with the de-
mocracy we 
k n o w 
i n 

Amer-
ica nor 
with the 
B r i t i s h 
model of 
parliamen-
tary democracy. 
Half of its legislative council is ap-
pointed by functional constituen-
cies, which are trade-based special 
interest groups. In turn, these groups 
are given voting power in influential 
elections.The majority of these con-
stituencies must maintain good rela-
tions with mainland as the city relies 

Jupiter Huang ’21 on the mainland for its very exis-
tence: 76 percent of water, 90 percent 
of its energy needs, and 94 percent of 
meat-based foods come from China. 
Thus, even without voter input, Hong 
Kong’s policies are overwhelmed by 
corporate and, in turn, PRC influ-
ence. Thus, Hong Kongers face a 
dead end, and desperation has grown 
throughout the summer, especially 
among the young protestors. Claudi 
Mo, a pro-democracy member of 
the legislative council, stated that 
for the youth, “It’s their future, it’s 
their Hong Kong; I won’t be around 
[come 2047].” These young people 
have braved an admirable task, but 
their actions betray their cause. On 
July 1, during a planned peaceful 
demonstration on the anniver-
sary of the handover to China, a 
band of protestors stormed the 

legislative building 
and ransacked 

the legislative 
c ham-

ber. They shattered windows to get 
in and promptly defaced the Hong 
Kong emblem by painting crude an-
ti-government messaging. Thus start-
ed the riots. Protesters staged gather-
ings in the Hong Kong airport that 
caused an airport shutdown. These 
actions, along with reports of beat-

isabelle lee ’21

Ever since the vote for 
Brexit, Britain has suf-
fered as the nation’s politi-

cal representatives fail to secure a 
deal to leave the European Union 
(EU). Recently, this responsibility 
has been tasked to Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson.

However, after three years of in-
decisiveness, Johnson has proposed 
a set of unorthodox ideas, claiming 
that he “would rather die in a ditch” 
than request for another Brexit de-
lay. His “die-hard” methods have 
been contentious and garnered 
both support from the people and 
criticism from many Conservative 
Parliament members. In light of 
Britain’s current scramble, John-
son has called for snap elections on 
October 15, 2019, and plans to pull 
Britain from the Union on October 
31. But here’s the catch. Johnson is 
willing to do so, with or without a 
deal. Considering the treacherous 
position this would place Britain 
in, it’s no wonder the decision has 
left many politicians concerned. 
Amidst recent events of dismiss-
ing those in disagreement with 
him by calling for early elections to 
gain a parliamentary majority and 
proposing his new Brexit date to 
placate voters, Johnson’s leadership 
appears to benefit his own political 
interests more than his country’s, 

therefore undermining the purpose 
of his role as Prime Minister.

In response to his critics, John-
son ejected 21 lawmakers from his 
Party, called his colleagues deroga-
tory terms, and continues to follow 
the path of a belligerent politician. 
This isn’t to say that belligerence is 
an inherent wrong in politics: At 
times, it may be necessary. How-
ever, Johnson’s task is one that re-
quires compromise. The very notion 
of Brexit is one that has caused 
significant contentiousness in the 
UK with many accusing the result 
of the referendum as being a prod-
uct of shrewdly, crafted campaigns 
rather than the country’s true be-
lief. Even now, some polling sug-
gests that a new referendum would 
actually reverse the decision. With 
this in mind, Johnson’s actions 
seem extremely counter-productive 
to the task of compromise. If there 
were any sign that could provide 
insight into the state of “compro-
mise” that Johnson has brought, it 
would be the recent resignation by 
none other than Johson’s brother, 
Jo Johnson, who said that he was 
“torn between family loyalty and 
the national interest.”

Regardless of the nation’s cur-
rent political position, it is undeni-
able that Britain’s relationship with 
the Union has earned the country 
many economic benefits. Britain’s 

trade interests are heavily reliant on 
the EU, as “more than 50 percent of 
[Britain’s] exports go to European 
countries.” Membership in the 

Union also allows countries to 

engage in free trade exempt from 
tariffs and other barriers. Addi-

tionally, Britain also benefited from 
financial services that were of-
fered without restriction across the 
continent, and many British busi-
nesses have survived on European 
consumers. Thus, exiting the union 
without a properly drawn-out deal 
will leave the highly dependent 

country on its own. Without 
establishing a new and mutually 

agreeable relationship with the EU, 
Britain will essentially be stripped 
from its European ties which will 
heavily affect the economy. Yet in-
stead of prioritizing the future of 
the nation, Johnson is more focused 
on lifting people from their doubt 
and appeasing the public. His 
Brexit pledge, a metaphorical “all-
in” bet, has proven popular among 
citizens who may have originally 
lost faith in making Brexit a real-
ity. Yet, actualizing Brexit without 
a deal is equivalent to forfeiting 
the purpose of the entire process. If 
the purpose of Brexit was to make 
the UK stronger, diving into a de-
cision without a well thought out 
plan will only harm the nation in 
the future. 

No matter where people stand, 
Johnson should prioritize the secu-
rity of the nation and have a clear 
vision of how to achieve that goal 
in the most effective way. Although 
a true authority figure should cer-
tainly listen to the public’s concerns, 

making rational decisions to help a 
country achieve its goals serves as 
a greater responsibility. Sometimes, 
these choices may not align with 
the public’s opinion because a citi-
zen might not always foresee what’s 
best for the country; it is the lead-
er’s duty to operate with a country’s 
long term interests in mind, not his 
or her own. However, in Johnson’s 
case, the public acts as his puppe-
teer and dictates his decisions in-
stead. While democracy certainly 
relies on the people, its primary 
goal is not appeasement.

Johnson’s tenure is a betrayal to 
the promises he has made to the 
British people. Although such a 
political system is predicated upon 
the people, it does not mean that a 
leader should seek immediate pop-
ularity. Not every decision needs to 
be ratified by the people, but the 
purpose of having a leader is so 
that he or she can determine the 
best way to reach a common ob-
jective. By forcibly pulling Britain 
out of the EU without a plan and 
an affirmed deal, Johnson’s appeal 
to the public puts Britain’s econo-
my in jeopardy. Instead, he should 
be cooperating with his political 
counterparts—as opposed to driv-
ing them away—and working to 
prioritize Britain’s future in order 
to establish a true commonwealth 
system. 

Jeffrey Tao ’20/THE LAWRENCE

ings of mainlanders, have quelled any 
sympathy the Chinese populous had 
for the Hong Kong cause. Despite 
claims by protestors that democracy 
is more important than economic 
stability, the city cannot avoid the 
truth that an appeal for democracy 
will not succeed due to opposition by 
a single city, even one as important 
as Hong Kong. Its population and 
GDP may seem impressive but only 
in comparison with Western coun-
tries.The city’s GDP has gone from 
18 percent of China’s down to only 

three percent, 
and its ac-

tual GDP 
has fallen 
far below 
s e v e r a l 
major cit-

ies under 
direct PRC 

control, such as 
Shanghai. By tak-
ing actions such 

as shutting down 
airports, striking, and 

ransacking legislative 
buildings, protestors in 

Hong Kong are acting as 
though their actions alone 

can sway the PRC through 
convincing Western powers 

to sanction China. The ugly 
truth, however, suggests that Hong 
Kong doesn’t have the political or 
economic clout to achieve such goals. 

Consequently, it seems the PRC 
has played a winning hand. The Chi-
nese government has judged this sit-
uation impeccably; it has recognized 
the violence by the protestors and 
utilized these events to characterize 

Evaluating the Repercussions of the Summer Protests

Oona Pierre ’20/THE LAWRENCE

The Autocracy Within Britain’s Democracy 
Johnson’s Approach to Brexit Betrays His Promises to the People
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Members of the Woodhull House pose with the trophy upon being announced as 
the winners of the School’s 17th annual House Olympics.

Ria Patel ’23
& Helen liu ’22

New Students Attend 
Induction Ceremony 

Lawrenceville hosted its annual 
Induction Ceremony this past 
Sunday at 3:15 PM in the Edith 
Memorial Chapel to commemo-
rate new students’ official entry to 
the School. 

The ceremony began with a 
greeting by Director of Spiri-
tual and Religious Life Sue Anne 
Steffey Morrow H’12 followed by 
Chair of Performing Arts Keith 
Roeckle’s leading the students 
through the School song “Tri-
umphant Lawrence.” Students 
concluded the ceremony with the 
recitation of the Student Oath 
and pledged to lead “lives of per-
sonal honor, respect, and compas-
sion.”

The Induction ceremony was 
created rather recently, around 
the same time House Olympics 
was introduced by Lawrencev-
ille’s former Head Master Mi-
chael Scott Cary. Dean of Stu-
dents Blake Eldridge ’96 H’12 
explained that Induction began as 
“the new student [equivalent] to 
the alumni induction ceremony 
done with the V Formers every 
year.” The ceremony signals “the 
transition from individual to 
community,” Eldrige said. 

II Formers seemed to share an 
overall positive outlook on the 
ceremony. 

Grant Shueh ’23 believed that 
the Induction Ceremony suc-
ceeded in its aim to “unify every-
one and mark the beginning of 

Students sing  the School song, 
“Triumphant Lawrence”, commemorating their official 
entry to Lawrenceville through the Induction Ceremony.

Ankita Suri ’21/THE LAWRENCE

[new students’] time [at] Law-
renceville.”

For some students, the Induc-
tion Ceremony strengthened 
their sense of belonging at the 
School and identity as Lawren-
tians. Aarushi Attray ’23 said that 
the event helped her in consid-
ering herself “a part of the Law-

renceville family.” 
Similarly, Christabelle Sutter 

’23 reflected that the ceremony 
“prompted [her] to be [her] best 
self ” in the community. 

However, among III and IV 
Formers, attitudes towards the 
ceremony seemed to take a down-

turn. Afton Lee ’21 recalled that 
preceding the ceremony her year, 
“[the School] didn’t really do too 
much for the new [III Formers]” 
to get to know each other, so there 
were “only a few other [III Form-
ers] [she] knew” at the ceremony.

Nonetheless, Lee felt a connec-
tion to the other new students 

present, albeit one not as strong 
as she would have liked. Accord-
ing to Lee, new III Formers “were 
all roughly experiencing the same 
thing. [They] didn’t know what 
was to come for the rest of the 
year,” so this shared experience 
still offered comfort, she said. 

Lawrenceville 
Remembers 9/11 

Victims
This past Wednesday, the Law-

renceville community gathered to 
remember the lives that were lost to 
the attacks on September 11, 2001. 

Over 100 students and faculty 
gathered around the peace pole to 
the ringing of the Edith Memo-
rial Chapel bells as School Chaplain 
and Religious Master Sue Anne 
Steffey Morrow H’12 spoke about 
loss. “Many of us knew someone 
who was in one tower or the other,” 
she said. “For some of you, it is his-
tory, [...] [but] all of us have been 
changed by the events of 9/11.” 

Morrow reflected on how the 
events that unfolded that day have 
made people across the globe more 
aware of the complexity of religion 
and the dangers of extremism. She 
urged community members to re-
flect on the loss that occurred to 
become “more determined to un-
derstand one another and to work 
toward the common good.”

After a moment of silence, Head 
Master Stephen Murray H’54 ‘55 
‘65 ‘16 P’16 ‘21 read the poem “The 
Dead of September 11” by Toni 
Morrison. 

Student Council members then 
read the names of the seven mem-
bers of the Lawrenceville commu-
nity who died during the attacks to 
honor their memory. They are Mi-
chael Phillip ’63, Charles McCrann 
’64, Richard Stewart Jr. ’85, Keith 
Coleman ’86, Scott Coleman ’89 
Jonathan Connors P ’02, and Cath-

erine Chirls P ’03. 
“[The names] made me realize 

how many people in the community 
were affected,” said Kate Dillard ’22. 
“It was very moving.”

Morrow then read aloud the 
words on the memorial plaque in 
the Edith Memorial Chapel to offer 
another moment of reflection: “May 
noble thought and deed defend thee 
to the last.” 

As the gathering came to a close, 
the Edith Memorial Chapel bells 
rang to the tune of “You’ll Never 
Walk Alone,” a song centered on 
hope and resilience.

Kate McCann ’22 said, “ I think 
[the gathering] helped us to be 
grateful for what we have, [...] [es-
pecially regarding] our community 
and Lawrenceville in general.”

“Most of us were not born when it 
happened, so it’s easy to forget,” Dil-
lard added. “[Remembering] helps 
keep the memory alive and keeps us 
thankful.”

Even as an international student, 
Jovana Jovic ’22 saw the assembly as 
crucial “not just because [many lost] 
were part of the Lawrenceville com-
munity, but [also] because they were 
human. Even internationally, [9/11] 
was a big tragedy and is important 
to remember,” Jovic said. 

Morrow believes that, especially at 
a place such as Lawrenceville which 
includes students and faculty mem-
bers from all over the world, such a 
ceremony “gives us the opportunity 
to deepen our understanding of di-
versity [and] equity [...] and to stand 
up against hate.”

CaRina li ’22
Staff WRiteR

Woodhull House Wins House Olympics
ananya MalHotRa ’22
& lina olazabal ’22

Staff WRiteR

This past Saturday, Circle and 
Crescent Houses gathered in the 
Bowl to compete in the 17th an-
nual House Olympics, which is 
hosted by the Admissions Office. 

Woodhull House won first 
place with 20 points, Carter 
House placed as first runner-up 
with 18 points, and Dickinson 
House came in third place also 
with 18 points. 

Despite Carter House’s tie in 
points with Dickinson House, the 
Admissions Office awarded Cart-
er with the second place prize on 
the basis of its punctuality for the 
3:30 PM House roll call.

Houses competed in a variety of 
events including tug-of-war, relay 
races, and the tricycle race. The 
games offered an opportunity for 
the participating Houses to earn 
House points and to showcase 
House spirit. 

On her experience of witness-
ing House Olympics for the first 
time, Rania Shah ’23 said, “House 
Olympics made me excited to join 
a House next year. The environ-
ment and energy just seems so 
fun.” 

She was particularly eager to 
witness the tricycle race which she 
fondly recalls being featured in 
an admissions video she watched 
when applying.

 Tristan Yu ’22, a member of 
Woodhull, said, “The unity I felt 

during House Olympics really 
shaped my perspective on House 
pride [...] The House Cup is worth 
the damage to my voice box.”  

The event began with the tra-
ditional lighting of the torch and 
was immediately followed by tug-

of-war. Each House entered 20 of 
its members into the competition 
with the remaining Housemates 
cheering on the sidelines. Among 
the Circle Houses, Cleve bested 
Hamill in the final matchup. 
In the bracket for the Crescent 

Houses, Stanley and Carter faced 
off in the finals with Carter taking 
the win.

Next, the relays took place on 
the Green Field. Woodhull won 
the first relay race of hippity hop, 
in which participants bounce on a 
large rubber ball across the field. 
Dickinson won the second re-
lay, the three-legged race. Finally, 
in the potato sack race, Dickin-
son claimed victory amongst the 
Circle Houses, and Carter won 
amongst the Crescent. 

For the last event, the tricycle 
race, competing Houses sur-
rounded the Bowl. Four racers 
represented each House with one 
racer stationed in each zone of 
the Bowl. Woodhull completed 
the circuit first, which propelled 
Woodhull to a top finish. Houses 
then gathered in the Bowl for the 
announcement of the winners. 

Overall, Annie Brown ’22 of 
the Carter House believes that 
the purpose of House Olympics 
extends beyond a “friendly com-
petition.” She reflected, “House 
Olympics allows [students] to 
feel like [they] are really a part of 
something and have team spirit 
for not only Lawrenceville as a 
whole but also [...] for a smaller 
community.” 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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It was right before sunset, and the 
“Morockstars”—a group of seven 
other students and I––accompanied 
by faculty advisors Chair of the 
Language Department Devondra 
McMillan, French Master Stella 
Leach, and Mathematics Master 
Stephen Wallis—had just finished 
climbing to the top of a church on 
a hill overlooking Chefchaouen, 
Morocco’s “blue city.” Looking 
down from the church, the painted 
cobblestone streets and stucco walls 
sprawled down the Rif Mountains 
and blended together into a sea of 
blue, only interrupted by the stark 
green of bushes and trees. However, 
it had been almost 17 hours since our 
last meal, and I was too distracted by 
my gnawing hunger and thirst to fully 
appreciate any of the beauty. The last 
memory of a meal I had was scarfing 
down a handful of cashews and some 
mango yogurt in the quiet, pitch-black 
darkness of 4:30 AM. Although the 
group prepared for our day of fast in 
recognition of Ramadan, one of the 
five pillars of Islam, my roommates 
and I woke up too late to eat. Finally, 
around 8:30 PM, the eight of us sat 
down to unpeel our oranges and 
distribute cans of Pringles. I couldn’t 
help but admire the wave of hushed, 
eager anticipation of an entire city 
shutting down to heed the call to 
prayer that would soon blast through 
every minaret of every mosque, letting 
us know the time to break our fast had 
come. As our two weeks in Morocco 
came to a close, the sky, a brilliant 
orange freckled with rosy pink and 
muted purple, was the backdrop to an 
unforgettable immersion into a rich 
culture. Morocco was unlike anything 
I had experienced, yet I could not bear 
to leave it behind. 

I remember walking into my first 
Harkness Travel meeting in the Spring 
Term, only recognizing my close 
friend Hannah, who had previously 
agreed to apply for the “Morocco: 
Cultural Crossroads through Time” 
trip with me. We cast each other an 
uneasy glance and sat down while 
Mrs. McMillan guided us through 
a riveting itinerary; from eating 
couscous on Fridays to exploring 
Volubilis—ancient Roman ruins—to 
bathing in Hammams—communal 
bathhouses—the trip allowed us to 
experience Morocco as a traveler 
rather than a tourist. Before we even 
stepped foot in Morocco, the trip 
leaders emphasized the importance of 
immersing ourselves in the culture and 
engaging with the people on a deeper, 
and oftentimes more uncomfortable 
level than what an itinerary full of 
tourist attractions would have afforded 
us. Instead of staying at fancy hotels 
and dining out at restaurants every 
night, we would be living in homestays 
with local families and cooking 
traditional dishes such as tajin chicken 
and lamb kefta meatballs. 

In order to achieve this goal of full 
immersion, Lawrenceville partnered 
with Where There Be Dragons, a 
travel program that focuses on hands-
on engagement. Our two trip leaders 
were Shino, a Washington D.C native 
who studied Arabic and the Middle 
East in college, and Bad’r, a Moroccan 
native who taught us Dareeja 
(Moroccan Arabic), traditional songs, 
and respectful engagement with locals. 

As a Muslim growing up in the U.S., 
I found the trip’s emphasis on the role 
of Islam in shaping daily Moroccan 
life particularly valuable. Throughout 
the trip, I saw parts of my religion that 
I had only ever read about come to life. 
I saw ancient Madrassas, or Muslim 
schools, where scholars across Africa 

would congregate to study the Quran, 
and appreciated the peaceful reflection 
after a call to prayer. Before visiting 
Morocco, I couldn’t imagine living 
in a world where the religious ideas 
and values I had grown up with were 
so deeply ingrained into a society. It 
was a bit of a culture shock seeing my 
peers’ excitement towards learning the 
Arabic phrases and traditions I had 
grown up with my whole life–I was 
able to relive my culture through their 
perspectives of eager engagement and 
curiosity. Where There Be Dragons 
based their principles off the Five 
Pillars of Islam, and much of our 
itinerary was guided by the values of 
charity, faith, ritual, self-discipline, 
and pilgrimage. During our day of 
fast, we ended up donating the money 
we saved for meals to a local nonprofit 
supporting women’s education. The 

trip leaders actively worked to show 
Islam as a multi-faceted, dynamic 
religion; for instance, a conversation 
with a female Moroccan Peace 
Corp leader about women in Islam 
dispelled many stereotypes I had held 
about Muslim women who are often 
portrayed as oppressed and silenced 
in the media, ultimately allowing me 
to reflect on my own identity. We 
talked about the empowerment many 
women feel wearing the hijab as well 
as modern-day feminist movements 
across the Middle East. Overall, I was 
exposed to many perspectives that I 
wouldn’t have access to amongst my 
peers at Lawrenceville or my family in 
Chicago.

While the trip was full of 
fascinating sites, such as a prison that 
spanned the entire underground of 
Fez, the country’s cultural capital, and 

‘Morockstars’ Abroad: Exploring Cultural Crossroads in Morocco
Esha akhtar ’21

Grayson MillEr ’21

As I stepped off the bus in Zaragoza, 
Spain to meet my new family for the 
next five weeks, I had no idea what 
to expect. Having exchanged a mere 
two emails with my host mom, I knew 
little about my host family and walked 
off the bus without knowing whom 
to look for. Eventually, I was greeted 
with the customary kiss on each 
cheek from my host mom, Teresa, and 
host sister, Beatriz, and we set out to 
their apartment for the first weekend 
as a new family. 

Immediately, I was overwhelmed 
with information about Zaragoza, 
the Spanish culture, my family, 
and much more, all in rapid-fire 
Spanish—something I had to quickly 
get accustomed to. Although I knew 
there were 40 other kids like me 
meeting their new families, I still felt 
slightly lonely; moreover, I quickly 
realized how different living in Spain 
would be than living in the United 
States. For example, the technology 
that I took for granted in the U.S., 
such as air conditioning, hot water, 
and driving, was not commonly 
used in Spain. My limited access to 
these resources pushed me out of my 
comfort zone—quite literally. On days 
when it was 100 degrees out, I would 
be sweating in my house during my 
siesta, but experiences like this taught 
me to step back and acknowledge my 
privileges as a U.S. citizen. 

During my time in Spain, I also 

housed around 400,000 prisoners, no 
travel experience should be exempt 
from its fair share of uncomfortable 
experiences. For instance, although 
staying in the homestay was where I 
made the most meaningful connections 
with Moroccan locals, there were 
moments where language and cultural 
barriers were frustrating and limited 
my ability to communicate. However, 
when I was outside late into the night 
playing games with the local children 
or laughing during a communal meal 
of bread, tajin chicken, and Moroccan 
mint tea with my host mother and 
siblings, I realized that embracing the 
discomfort that may accompany these 
experiences is a small price to pay for 
the exchange of culture and ideas that 
trips through the Harkness Travel 
Program work hard to promote. 

Students walking through the rocky mountains of Morocco. 

realized that I wasn’t obligated to 
defend the U.S. Often, my host family 
and others would ask me to speak 
for the U.S. as a whole, which was 
very challenging because I could not 
accurately represent the views of the 
entire country. Instead, I focused on 
listening to my family and others’ 
thoughts and views on the nation, 
which offered more insight than my 
own responses to their questions. For 
instance, in my host mom’s pueblo, or 
small town outside of the city, where 
her family lives, my extended host 

Now, whenever I leave my room, I 
recall the voice of my host mom saying 
“¡apaga la luz!” or “turn off the lights.” 
Eventually, I picked up on the habits 
of my family, shortening my shower 
length, making extra sure to turn off 
all the lights in my room, bathroom, 
or any room I was leaving, and even 
small things like making sure to fill 
up the pitcher of water at night if I 
was the last to use it to make sure 
every family member had cold water 
to drink from the next day, and I even 
brought these habits back to the U.S. 

“Lawrenceville’s Harkness Travel Program uses creative and holistic approaches to experiential learning in order to promote the 
development of responsible leadership, global citizenship, self-efficacy, and interdisciplinary knowledge in our student travelers.”

From Sunsets in the Mountains to Underground Prisons in Fez:  Morocco through Time 

Politics and Pueblos: Learning to Listen in SYA Spain  
Spain: School Year Abroad (SYA) 5-Week Program

GRAYSON MILLER’21/THE LAWRENCE

with me. I am much more aware of 
simple things I can do to lessen my 
environmental impact on the planet, 
a change I did not expect to happen 
while in Spain.

One of my favorite parts about 
SYA Spain was being able to engage 
with people in Zaragoza. Not only 
was I able to meet many of my friends’ 
host siblings during our afternoon 
activities like cooking typical Spanish 
food and learning Spanish dances, but 
I was also able to build bonds with 
many maños, or citizens of Zaragoza. 
For instance, multiple times a day, I 
would go to El Criollo, a cafe located a 
block away from school, for my classic 
cafe con leche––coffee with milk. 
Through my daily visits, I formed a 
relationship with one of the baristas, 
Lenny. I learned that she used to live 
in Seattle, has two sisters, and pursues 
art as a side job. As we got closer, 
she shared her artwork with me. I 
found out she loves to paint animals, 
and she would do special designs for 
me such as bees and deers through 
her latte art, but the crown jewel of 
them all was the design she made for 
my birthday—a beautiful bear cub. 
Getting to know Lenny was one of 
the things that made the trip special 
to me, knowing I am not just leaving 
Spain with new relationships with 
people from the United States, but 
people I never expected to cross paths 
with, such as my host family. 

family wanted to discuss President 
Donald Trump with me. Instead of 
trying to explain the U.S. political 
climate, I asked them questions about 
what they thought about President 
Trump. As I listened to my family, 
I gained insight into the U.S. from 
an outsider’s perspective—a lense 
I’d never been able to view my own 
country from— hearing about the 
indignación Trump causes Spaniards, 
how Spaniards perceive Trump’s 
tweets as tontería, or nonsense, and 
many, many times, “lo siento.” 

Grayson Miller ’21 posing in Park Guell in Barcelona, Spain. 

ESHA AKHTAR’21/THE LAWRENCE 
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Pushing Limits: Achieving Greater Heights in China
Ndeye Thioubou ’21

Waves of nervous excitement 
coursed through me as I prepared 
to board my plane in the middle 
of June. As a boarding student at 
Lawrenceville, I was no stranger to 
being away from home for months 
at a time. This time, however, 
would be different. My peers from 
Lawrenceville, students from other 
independent schools, and I would 
spend five weeks abroad in China 
with the School Year Abroad (SYA) 
program. 

After arriving in China’s capital, 
Beijing, and spending several days 
in a hotel, my peers and I went home 
to our respective host families. Liv-
ing with my host family allowed 
me to quickly immerse myself into 
Chinese culture. For one, familial 
relations are of utmost importance 
in China. I admired the sacrifices of 
my host grandparents, who lived at 
our home during the week to take 
care of my host sister, and my host 
parents treated me as if I was their 
own daughter. For example, my 
host mother wanted to ensure I was 
eating well and staying healthy, and 
my host father was always willing 
to help with my Chinese homework. 
From my younger sister helping me 
with pronunciation to my grand-
father offering me instructions on 
how to use chopsticks, many of my 
favorite memories were made with 
my host family. 

 Additionally, for four weeks, I 
participated in rigorous Chinese 
classes. Every day I had a well-
rounded schedule, which facili-
tated the development of my lan-
guage skills. My schedule included 
Chinese class, reading class, oral 
presentations, and individual con-
versations with one of the Chinese 
teachers for 15 minutes. While I ini-
tially dreaded the oral presentations 
and individual talks, I grew to ap-
preciate the intensive classes of SYA 
Summer and how they improved 
my Chinese fluency. 

While some of my classmates were 
fortunate enough to be able to walk 
a few minutes to our school build-
ing, I had a 20-minute commute by 
bus every morning and afternoon. 
For the first couple of days, my host 
grandmother graciously took me to 
school and back so I could learn the 
route. Feeling confident, I told her 
she would not have to accompany 
me the next day. For some reason, I 
had forgotten how badly I struggle 
with my navigational skills.

The next morning, I got off several 
stops too late and under the intense 

I was placed with a family of four 
that lived in the city of Rennes, about a 
half hour by bus from the school. There 
was Michel, the father, who worked in 
a bank and ate more vegetables than 
any other person I know; Aurelie, the 
mother, who also worked in a bank and 
loved to surf in her free time; Irène, the 
daughter, who was eighteen years old 
and just finishing her baccalaureate 
exams when I arrived; and Izis, the 
dog, who was surprisingly eighteen 
years old as well.

Some of the families spoke very 
good English, but they were asked to 
avoid practicing it with us so that we 
could pick up French faster. This was 
by far the greatest challenge of the 
program: speaking only in French for 
the entire day. At the beginning, I had 

to think through every sentence that 
came out of my mouth before I said 
it. Pronunciation and word choice 
were the most important; if we messed 
up our grammar, they could usually 
figure out what we were trying to say. 
Communicating, even at home, was 
absolutely exhausting. For example, 
there are two ways to express the 
verb “to clean” in French, ranger and 
nettoyer. Ranger refers to tidying up or 
rearranging, and nettoyer means to do 
some more serious scrubbing or even 
disinfecting. One day, I had to let my 
host mom know that I was going to 
clean my room, so I said, “j’ai besoin 
de nettoyer ma chambre.” However, 
I chose the wrong verb (I should 
have said “j’ai besoin de ranger ma 
chambre”) and she couldn’t understand 

NDEYE THIOUBOU ’21/ /THE LAWRENCE

Beijing heat, I arrived at school 
frazzled and exhausted after hav-
ing walked nearly 20 minutes. 
Returning home, not wanting to 
repeat the morning’s mistakes, I 
got off the bus too early. My errors 
continued throughout the first 
week, but when I finally mastered 
my commute to school and back, I 
was relieved. 

During my time in China, I 
constantly forced myself out of 
my comfort zone. Walking along 
the Great Wall, I quickly came 
to head to head with my fear of 

China: School Year Abroad (SYA) Five-Week Program

France: School Year Abroad (SYA) 5-Week Program

what I meant. I remembered learning 
the difference in class but hadn’t really 
thought it would be very important. 
I was wrong. “Ta chambre est sale?” 
She replied, alarmed by my statement, 
“Pourquoi est-ce que tu veux la 
nettoyer?” Even something simple, 
like telling your mom you have to clean 
your room, was difficult. 

Over time, though, we began to 
adjust. The words started to come 
naturally, and it was much easier to 
process what even the fastest speakers 
were saying. We fell into a routine: in 
the morning we commuted to school, 
then attended about three hours of 
French class, made a quick trip to the 
nearby Carrefour for lunch or a snack, 
participated in an afternoon group 
activity, then returned home to have 
dinner and spend the evening with our 
families. 

The group activity varied from day 
to day. One time we did a scavenger 
hunt for murals all over Rennes. 
Another time we went to a circus class, 
and another time to a baking class at 
a traditional boulangerie. All such 
classes were conducted only in French. 
They became opportunities for our 
group to come together and practice 
what we were learning from living in 
the homes by collaborating in French 
with each other and with locals. 

We spent every weekend solely with 
our host families, doing whatever it 
was that they had planned. These 
weekends were by far the most 
memorable parts of the trip, for it was 

AmeliA deviNe ’21

Our group of thirty students was 
gathered in the petite garden located 
behind the school building, standing 
across from thirty different French 
families. Some of the families appeared 
to be quite old, with skin weathered 
from years of smoking, while others 
seemed almost too young to be hosting.

One by one, the director of the 
program called forward each student 
and introduced them to their new 
family. The families had been 
hand-picked based on interviews, 
questionnaires, and observations. 
We had spent the past three days in 
orientation, getting to know the other 
American students and transitioning 
into only speaking French. Now it was 
time to put everything we had learned 
to use.

Ndeye Thiobou ’21 with the SYA group in China. 

Taken on a Normandy Beach on the Fourth of July. AMELIA DEVINE’21/THE LAWRENCE

heights. But with the support of my 
peers and teachers, I was able to 
continue trekking and see the most 
breathtaking views I have ever seen 
in my life. Now, I reminisce about 
my experience at the Great Wall 
with laughter and memories, some-
thing I could not have done had I 
not pushed myself to fight my dis-
comfort.

My favorite portion of my trip 
was the final week, which followed 
one month of intensive Chinese 
studies at the second high school 
affiliated with Beijing Normal Uni-
versity. My peers and I visited Xi’an, 
Lanzhou, and finally, Xiahe, which 
I learned was culturally Tibetan, 
but not geographically in Tibet. I 
enjoyed the limited time I spent in 
Xiahe because it presented a new 
culture, language, and cuisine. Even 
though I dealt with minor altitude 
sickness, I soaked in the peace and 
calmness of the area compared to 
the busy cities. Brightly colored jew-
elry and clothes encouraged me to 
go explore many local stores. Every 
person I met there seemed carefree 
and happy—it was contagious. Sur-
rounded by picturesque mountains 
and hills, I could have easily spent 
another month in Xiahe.

Overall, I have returned with a 
greater appreciation for Chinese 
culture and improved Chinese 
skills, and I cannot wait for my next 
traveling experience. 

during them that we were completely 
immersed in French culture. One 
weekend, my family took me to spend 
two nights in Bordeaux for their 
annual friend group’s reunion. Oddly 
enough, their friends’ house was not 
really a house but a converted vineyard 
building, and so the three bedrooms 
and two bathrooms could not 
accommodate the twenty-five guests. 
The hosts’ solution was to set up a 
series of tents in the yard, each with 
two mattress pads inside of them, for 
us to sleep in. This was quite alarming 
at first, especially since we did not 
arrive until after midnight, having just 
driven four hours in a very, very small 
car. Yet despite the late hour we were 
welcomed by a long line of lively and 
deeply tanned Southerners, most of 
them shirtless and tattooed. According 
to French custom, each unfamiliar 
person had to be greeted with les bises, 
or a small kiss on each cheek. Needless 
to say, the first night in Bordeaux was 
extremely discomforting.

Yet by the end of the next day, I 
found that the discomfort had faded; 
in fact, it had almost disappeared. I 
had become friendly with almost all 
the party guests, and we spent most 
of the afternoon playing volleyball in 
the pool and talking. There was no 
alternative to jumping in to situations 
like the one in Bordeaux head first, and 
it was from those experiences that we 
benefited the most.

C’est La Vie: Living With the Locals in Rennes
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Edan BlEchEr ’21 

Although the National Football 
League (NFL) offseason was 
filled with numerous league-
changing events, one moment in 
particular,stood out from the rest. 
The Indianapolis Colts Quarterback 
Andrew Luck, the number one 
overall pick in the 2012 draft, 
shocked the NFL community and 
retired from the NFL on August 
25, merely days before the league’s 
100th season kicked off. Will Luck’s 
decision start a trend of more early 
retirements? 

While early retirement is not 
uncommon, Luck’s decision was 
especially surprising considering 
that the Colts, Luck’s former team, 
were poised for a deep playoff 
run while Luck was expected 
to have a superb season given 
the strong supporting cast around 
him. Riddled with horrific neck 
and shoulder injuries throughout 
his seven-season career, Luck 
decided to hang up his cleats and 
forfeit tens of millions of dollars 
in future contract money. During 
his retirement speech, Luck cited 
the grind of rehabbing 
from one injury after the 
other that made him lose 
his love for the game: 
“I’ve been stuck in this 
[rehabilitation] process. I 
haven’t been able to live the 
life I want to live. Taken the joy out 
of the game, and after 2016, when 
I played in pain and was unable to 
regularly practice, I made a vow to 
myself that I would not go down 
that path again.” 

Another notable NFL player, 
New England Patriots Tight End 
Rob Gronkowski, announced his 
retirement this offseason, ending 
his career relatively early. In 
his retirement press conference, 

Gronkowski said, “I needed to 
recover. I was not in a good place. 
Football was bringing me down. 
And I didn’t like it. And I was 
losing that joy in life. Like, the joy.” 
From this comment and others that 
he made in his retirement speech, 
one can see that the physical and 
mental health problems that 
he and Luck battled 
u l t i m a t e l y 

influenced their decision 
to retire. With the new 
perspective players have 
on mental health and the 
long term effects they are 
experiencing from consistently 
being injured, more players may 
follow Luck and Gronkowski’s 
footsteps. However, playing through 
the pain seems to be a more realistic 
option for players in the NFL.

When speculating, it is almost 

Boys Football Defeats Pingry in Season Opener
Jack hallinan ’21

& Ethan MarkEl ’21

This past Saturday, the Lawrencev-
ille Boys Varsity Football team be-
gan its heavily anticipated regular 
season facing off against the Pingry 
School. With Student Council’s 
House pride competition, students 
repping House colors flooded the 
stand to cheer on Big Red Football.

Despite receiving the ball off 
the opening kick-off, Pingry was 
thwarted by Lawrenceville’s de-
fense and forced to punt the foot-
ball to Lawrenceville. On offense, 
the team utilized a strong running 
game and charged confidently up 
the field. Big Red ended the first 
drive in a weaving and rushing 
touchdown from Jacob Fenton 
’20. Lawrenceville opted to suc-
ceed the touchdown with a two-
point conversion in which the 
team failed to capitalize, and the 
first quarter ended with a 6-0 lead.

In an attempt to recover from 
the early deficit, Pingry complet-
ed two key passing plays that pro-
gressed it up the field. However, a 
strong tackle by Brandon Kim ’21 
on a Pingry receiver forced a fum-
ble which allowed Lawrenceville’s 
Josh Winowich ’20 to reclaim pos-

effective offensive drive, Pingry cap-
italized and scored another touch-
down on a hook and ladder play in 
which the designated receiver later-
als to a teammate in order to confuse 
the defense. This play put Pingry in 
the lead 14-13 for the first time. 
Building off its momentum, Pingry 
intercepted an attempted deep ball 
from Friedman to Simpson with 
two minutes to go in the first half.

In the third quarter, Lawrencev-
ille regained momentum and start-
ed with a strong offensive drive that 
was fueled by a confident offensive 
line. Midway through the third 

quarter, Lawrenceville reclaimed 
a slim 19-14 lead when Friedman 
forced his way into the endzone 
from the one-yard line. Lawrencev-
ille followed the play with another 
failed attempt at a two-point con-
version. On its next drive, Law-
renceville gave up a precarious 
fumble, but a strong defensive ef-
fort provided Lawrenceville with 
the final offensive opportunity of 
the third quarter. With just 28 sec-
onds remaining in the third quarter, 
Fenton scored another touchdown 
followed by a successful extra point, 
bringing Lawrenceville to a com-

session and regain its offensive mo-
mentum. Only three plays after the 
offensive restart, quarterback Drew 
Friedman ’21 lofted a 45-yard ball 
to co-captain Jake Simpson ’20 who 
anticipated the flight of ball, bag-
ging Lawrenceville’s second touch-
down in fewer than five minutes 
of play. After converting the extra 
point, Lawrenceville lead 13-0.

With less than seven minutes left 
in the second quarter, Pingry’s luck 
changed as it recovered a punt to 
Lawrenceville and then proceeded 
to score a touchdown. When Law-
renceville failed to respond with an 

Is Andrew Luck’s Retirement the Beginning of a New Trend

Jeffrey Tao ‘20/THE  LAWRENCE

able to play most of their careers 
and not suffer serious injuries have, 
in many cases, enjoyed long and 
fruitful careers. For example, Randy 

Moss was able to play 13 
years in the NFL without any 
extreme injuries. Currently, 
Frank Gore, running back 
of the Buffalo Bills, has not 
experienced a significant 
amount of severe injuries 
in his career, allowing him 
to now enter his 14th NFL 
season. 

D e s p i t e  c o m m o n 
perception, Gronkowski did 
not retire extremely early, 
although he may have had the 
physical ability to play more 
seasons. The superstar tight 

end was able to play eight seasons, 
play in four Pro Bowls, make 
first-team All-Pro selections, and 
most importantly, win three Super 

Bowls—accolades most players 
wouldn’t even imagine attaining. 
So, to say that Gronkowski had 
something left to prove is a stretch 
of the reality, as he had a dominant 
career— a career that has marked 
him as one of, if not the best, tight 
ends to ever play football. When it 
comes to injuries, Luck has been one 
of the more unlucky NFL players. 
Not only has he sustained a number 
of injuries, but most of these injuries 
have been severe, costing him the 
whole 2017 season in addition to 
many other games throughout his 
career. In his retirement speech, he 
made it clear that he kept his best 
interests in mind when deciding to 
retire from the NFL; he primarily 
attributed his decision to the 
fact that football was no longer 
giving him the joy that led him 
to pursue a professional career 

in the first place. As a result, 
Luck will be able to live 

a life without having 
to worry about money, 
injuries, and the stress 

of carrying a franchise 
for numerous years. 

In conclusion, although Luck and 
Gronkowski had the potential to 
continue pursuing the sport, their 
respective careers were cut short by 
the frequency and severity of their 
injuries. As of now, early retirement 
won’t be a trend, especially now 
that the NFL has advanced injury 
analysis and increased awareness 
for mental health. In addition, the 
league has prioritized the financial 
support needed to accommodate 
the physical and mental health 
needs of its star players over the 
coming years. Ultimately, these 
strides will allow the league’s star 
players to keep pursuing the game 
they love and have long and fruitful 
careers. 

always more realistic to base one’s 
ideas on the norm rather than the 
exception. In this case, Luck and 
Gronkowski both had extensive 
i n j u r i e s throughout 

their careers that have significantly 
inhibited their abilities to play 
the sport they love. In the NFL, 
however, players who have been 

fortable 26-14 lead over Pingry. 
In the final quarter, Lawrencev-

ille offense transitioned from fast-
er, more aggressive play-calling to 
more conservative rushing plays 
in order to maximize its time with 
the ball and maintain its lead. This 
slower, time-conscious offense 
combined with more capable de-
fensive work allowed Lawrencev-
ille to keep Pingry scoreless in the 
fourth quarter which closed the 
game out with a final score of 26-
14. Commenting on the team’s 
performance, Simpson said that 
while the win pleased the team, 
the players “are not happy with the 
way [they] played on Saturday.” 
Looking towards the game against 
Deerfield Academy this Saturday,  
Simpson said the team “[knows] 
the areas [they] need to improve in” 
and are focused on the task at hand.

Overall, the game provided posi-
tive signs for the season to come and 
highlighted a strong running game 
as well as the ability to manage a 
lead. Not only did Lawrenceville 
demonstrate some strategic prowess 
combined with the skill to make it 
function, but also an unquantifiable 
dynamic of its performance shined: 
the team’s resilience and composure 
when faced with yielding the lead.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolDrew Friedman ’21 (left) and Jack Taylor ’20 (right) in action for Big Red 
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Grayson Miller ’21

This past Monday, the Girls Varsity 
Volleyball team defeated Montgom-
ery Township High School in their 
first game of the season, winning 
two sets in a best out of three. After 
a loss against Germantown Acade-
my in the first game of the season, 
the team was determined to regain 
footing on its home court. Supported 
by an energetic crowd, Lawrencev-
ille won two straight sets, outscor-
ing Montgomery 25-22 in both. 

In the first set, the girls focused 
on communication to gain the upper 
hand. Co-Captain Ashley Warren ’20 
said that the team felt very “coherent” 
on the court, and made sure everyone 
moved fluidly, avoiding minor mis-
takes that could change the tide of the 
game. On defense, the team excelled 
behind the leadership of Devon Cole 
’20, the team’s libero. Responsible for 
setting up offensive attacks, Cole’s 

aimed her digs strategically, allowing 
her front-row team members to gain 
kills. Ending the first set, Sara Xu ’22, 
a middle hitter, hit a kill off Cole’s 
dig, utilizing communication and ac-
curate passing to win the set point.

In the second set, the team’s ability 

Ashley Warren ’20 in action for Big Red Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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What did you do this 
summer?

Kill the Ender 
Dragon with Eric

Made America Great 
Again no Killed the Ender 

Dragon We walked and listened a vOyAgE loNg and 
sTraNge

Did I watch all of The 
Patriot Act? YES.

What are you looking 
forward to this school 

year?
StuCo Sleeping at Smeeting Crippling Depression The Daretotorship Caring for Freshman Harkness Warrior Rejection

Who’s your 2020 
Candidate? ¡O’Rourke es mi 

presidente!
WWMAD (What 

would Marry Anne 
do?)

Kanye YangGang 2020 Carrie Lam MATH Andy Ni

to cover their hitters during a spike 
gave them the advantage. Covering is 
when the two teammates next to the 
hitter currently spiking the ball crouch 
beside the hitter to protect against 
potential blocks from the opponent. 
This helped Lawrenceville keep rallies 

longer, and acted as a counterattack 
to Montgomery’s blockers. Warren 
added, “the spotlight should be on 
our defense for the whole game [...] it 
was really a highlight to see us come 
together and [stay strong] defensive-
ly.” Lawrenceville kept its composure 
when the score was going back and 
forth, always making sure to win the 
next point if Montogomery tied the 
score. Keeping the energy up, the team 
finished strong to close the game out.

Looking ahead, Warren is excited 
for the team to build more fluidity, es-
pecially when encountering new plays 
and picking up stray balls. Further-
more, she hopes to continue the team’s 
momentum with regard to communi-
cation throughout their games. One 
of Warrens’s goals for the season is to 
win the New Jersey State Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) 
Tournament. “It would be really spe-
cial, especially with the young team 
we have to build off of now,” she said. 

A Frenetic Free Agency: Shifting NBA Power Structures
Michael sotirescu ’22

The 2019 National Basketball 
Association (NBA) offseason saw 14 
all-stars switch teams, ten of whom have 
made the all-star game at least three 
times in their respective careers, and three 
of whom are former MVPs. Needless 
to say, the offseason was anything but 
uneventful.

Eastern Conference
One team clearly won the offseason in 

the eastern conference, and that was none 
other than the Brooklyn Nets. The Nets 
were the 6th seed in the conference last 
season, led by D’Angelo Russell, who was 
shipped to Golden State to make room 
for a new star point guard, Kyrie Irving. 
Irving’s tenure with the Boston Celtics 
ended in a rather disappointing fashion, 
as his leadership skills were questioned 
when the team was ousted rather easily in 
the second round of the playoffs against 
Milwaukee. Questionable intangibles 
didn’t stop the Nets from signing him, 
and that didn’t deter Kevin Durant 
from signing with them either. Durant 
has proved to be one of the greatest 
scorers of all time, and although he will 
miss the entire 2020 season, upon his 
return, the star-studded combination 
of Durant and Irving will surely prevail 
atop the Eastern Conference. Although 
the Celtics lost Kyrie Irving, they were 
able to compensate effectively by signing 
All-Star point guard Kemba Walker, who 
jumped from a sinking ship in Charlotte. 

Although Kyrie is one of the most skilled 
players in the league, Kemba’s ball-
handling and shooting compensate for 
that loss. In addition, Walker is widely 
regarded to be a better teammate and 
leader than Kyrie is. Although the loss 
of big man Al Horford will hurt, the 
Celtics’ bringing back their young core 
while adding a top point guard into the 
mix solidifies Boston as a front-runner 
in the top-heavy Eastern Conference. 

Western Conference
Two weeks before free agency even 

began, one of the biggest moves of the 
entire offseason took place after months 
of buildup and speculation. The Lakers 
finally completed a trade for six-time 

Toronto Raptors and the Los Angeles 
Lakers, but the Clippers also managed 
to trade for MVP finalist Paul George, 
surrendering a record-breaking five first-
round draft picks to Oklahoma City in 
addition to Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
and Danilo Gallinari just for the six-
time All-Star. The Clippers and Lakers 
will both showcase show-stopping duos 
and battle for the Western Conference 
crown. The formation of the Clippers’ 
star-studded duo had ramifications 
across the league. Almost immediately 
after Paul George got traded to the 
Clippers, Russell Westbrook contacted 
the Oklahoma City Thunder (OKC) and 
requested a trade, which foreshadowed 

All-Star Anthony Davis in mid-June, 
giving LeBron James the superstar 
partner he needs to make a Finals run in 
Los Angeles. Although the Lakers had 
to sacrifice the impressive young core 
that consisted of former First Round 
Picks Lonzo Ball, Brandon Ingram, and 
Josh Hart to New Orleans, they signed 
veteran role players such as Danny Green 
and Dwight Howard to strengthen their 
bench. The Lakers made their fair share 
of headlines in the offseason, however, 
it was their Los Angeles counterparts, 
the Clippers, that came away with the 
biggest haul in the conference. Not 
only did Finals MVP Kawhi Leonard 
choose to sign with the Clippers over the 

the end of an unforgettable 11-year run 
with OKC in which he was an eight-time 
All-Star, averaged a triple-double for 
three consecutive seasons and won NBA 
MVP. It wasn’t too long until Westbrook 
was granted his wish, as he was traded 
to the Houston Rockets in exchange 
for veteran point guard Chris Paul and 
a collection of two future first-round 
picks and two pick swaps. Westbrook 
will also be teaming up with a former 
MVP James Harden. However, there are 
questions surrounding this newly formed 
dynamic duo: how will the two highest 
usage players in the league be able to share 
the ball? Leave it to Head Coach Mike 
D’Antoni to craft the perfect plan, and 
expect Houston to finish in the top four 
in the West and contend for the Larry 
O’Brien trophy next season. 

This NBA offseason did not 
disappoint after all the build-up and 
hype surrounding it. The transactions 
involving NBA superstars marked a 
new age in the NBA where players 
hold more power over transactions than 
ever before. In addition, it appears as if 
parity has been restored to the league, 
ending a superteam era where two 
teams, the Golden State Warriors and 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, dominated the 
NBA in terms of Finals appearances. By 
beginning a new age of team-building 
fueled by dynamic duos, this offseason 
has left all NBA fans thinking the 
same thing: October 22 can’t come 
soon enough. 

Girls Volleyball Triumphs over Montgomery
Girls Field Hockey
vs Princeton High 
School @ Fisher 

Turf, 4:00 

 Boys  Soccer  
vs Hotckiss @ 
Chambers Field, 

4:30

Upcoming 
Games:

 Girls Soccer
vs Hotchkiss @ 
Woods 3 Field,

2:15

Courtesy of CBS


