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Former Senator Jeff Flake Reflects 
on National Political Climate

Isabelle lee ’21
OpInIOns assOcIate

Flake addressed the School community, calling for understanding, tolerance, 
and unity in politics.

School Welcomes Parents to 
Campus

This past weekend, Lawrenceville 
hosted its annual Parents Weekend, 
an event which brings nearly 90 
percent of Lawrenceville families 
to campus. Over the course of the 
weekend, parents had the opportu-
nity to attend teacher conferences, 
information sessions on a diverse 
array of topics, athletic events, and 
this year’s Fall Musical Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street.

Segmented into 10-minute 
blocks, conferences allowed family 
members to discuss student perfor-
mance with teachers and advisors 
while introducing them to each 
class’s curriculum. According to 
Instructional Services and Engage-
ment Librarian Autumn Sinai, it 
is crucial for parents to “develop a 
relationship early on.” Additionally, 
by October, “students are already in 
the routine,” so parents “can come 
back to get a feel of Lawrenceville 
in the midst of the school year,” Si-
nai said.

The School also organized spe-
cific activities for parents pertaining 
to various aspects of Lawrenceville 
life. On Friday and Saturday, IV 
Form parents were given the op-
portunity to meet with Co-Direc-
tors of College Counseling Holly 
Burks Becker and Jeff Durso-Fin-
ley, who covered the college ad-
mission and counseling process at 
Lawrenceville. Following this ses-
sion, V Form parents were given a 
college admissions update, a session 
during which relevant issues and 
questions were discussed, particu-
larly regarding early applications. 
II and III Form parents also had a 
chance to meet with college coun-
selors on Saturday to preview the 
process.

 Director of Sustainability Ste-
phen Laubach, Director of Din-
ing Services Gary Giberson H’11 
P’10, and Big Red Farm Opera-

Helen lIu ’22
OpInIOns assOcIate

tions Manager Ian MacDonald 
introduced parents to the School’s 
Green Campus Initiative. Parents 
were led through the campus gar-
den, Big Red Farm, and solar farm. 
They also discussed ongoing efforts 
to promote student involvement 
with campus-produced vegetables, 
sustainable meat, and renewable 
energy. 

Lipi Zhang P’19 ’22 especially 
enjoyed this tour, saying that it 
opened her eyes to a “different part 
of Lawrenceville that [she] had 
previously not known about.” 

Parents were also given the op-
portunity to learn more about the 
Harkness Travel Program including 
application procedures, curriculum 
expectations, and risk protocols. 
Other sessions for parents included 
an update on recent campus events 
led by Head Master Stephen S. 
Murray H’54 ’55 ’65 ’16 P’16 ’21, 
“Navigating Through the Veracross 
Parent Portal,” and an alumni par-
ent reception. 

During Parents Weekend, the 
School displayed a variety of ex-
hibits: For instance, the Stephan 
Archives showcased playwrights 
whose works have heavily impact-
ed the Lawrenceville community 
and society as a whole. “Teaching 
& Trekking through the Tropics” 
featured 24 enlarged, full-color 
O’Keeffe-like images of new and 
thought-to-be-extinct flowering 
plant species in photographs taken 
in Ecuador and Cuba during the 
School’s annual student research 
Harkness Travel Trip. 

Carina Li ’22 said that the event 
fulfills its purpose, allowing “par-
ents and other family members 
to see the Lawrenceville com-
munity more in depth than in the 
admissions process or through a 
tour.” She added that she finds the 
weekend beneficial to student life 
because “more communication be-
tween parents and teachers… defi-
nitely improves the entire School 
atmosphere.”

Right to be 
Forgotten

Alistair Lam ’23 reflects on 
internet censorship and the 
right to be forgotten online
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Lawrenceville 
Buildings

Ashley Lee ’21, Esha 
Akhtar ’21, and Tiffany 
Yeung ’22 explore the sto-
ries behind Lawrenceville’s 
historic campus. 
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Former United States Senator 
Jeff Flake addressed the School 
community this past Monday. His 
speech confronted the issues within 
America’s current political climate 
and emphasized the importance of 
“searching for the better angels of our 
nature,” a theme derived from former 
U.S. President Abraham Lincoln’s 
speech at his first inaugural address. 
Flake, who grew up in the small town 
of Snowflake, Arizona, served six 
terms in the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives before retiring in 
2018. During his time in Congress, 
he chaired the Subcommittee on 
Privacy, Technology and the Law 
and the Subcommittee On Africa 
And Global Health Policy under 
Foreign Relations. Flake later spent 
three years in South Africa, Zimba-
bwe, and Namibia on behalf of the 
U.S. government. He is currently a 
resident fellow at Harvard University.

Flake’s community and family 
have greatly influenced his approach 
to politics throughout his life. He 
reflected on his appreciation for 
his father’s bipartisan views, which 
shape his own political outlook. 
His mother kept a notecard on the 
refrigerator door, reminding him and 
his siblings that they should “assume 
the best, look for the good”—a piece 
of advice that has accompanied him 
throughout his adulthood. Flake 
never viewed politics as a form of 
divide, and it shocks him that “in 
today’s environment, it’s difficult to 
turn on the television or radio with-
out being alarmed by the vitriol and 
cruelty that accompanies virtually 
every discussion of politics.” 

As a former member of Congress, 
Flake proposed amendments to lift 
the travel ban on Cuba. His views, 

however, were opposed by many 
Republicans. In one instance, a Re-
publican sitting in his ‘side of the aisle’ 
expressed a jeering remark. Unexpect-
edly, senior Democrat David O’Keefe 
from Wisconsin advocated for Flake, 
despite rarely sharing similar views. 
While O’Keefe’s gesture represented 
bipartisanship, Flake acknowledged 
that “sadly, in today’s very polar-
ized environment, such inner party 
generosity is rarely found. If there’s 
a good political fight going on, the 
inclination is to pile on, not break 
it up. ” For example, when Flake 
helped a fellow Democrat stand to 
applaud for former U.S. President 
Barack Obama because her gunshot 
wound inhibited her movement, a 
large portion of Republicans “didn’t 
see [his act as a] humane gesture, and 
instead, they saw someone who was 
consorting with the enemy.” 

Flake recounted a second forma-
tive experience of his career: Two 
years ago in June, he and a group of 
Republicans were playing baseball in 
Alexander, Virginia, when a round 
of gunshots dislodged the field. His 
fellow colleague was shot in the hip, 
while many were scarred both physi-
cally and emotionally. 

Reflecting back on that moment, 
Flake said, “I remember time standing 
still and wondering, why us? How 
could someone see a field of middle-
aged men playing baseball and see 
the enemy?” His experience that day 
contributed to his mixed emotions on 
America’s political culture.

According to Flake, if not biparti-
sanship, “the only real alternative to 
getting along is to being completely 
alone.” 

“I’ve tested that alternative and it’s 
no picnic,” he said, referring to his 
time in isolation on an uninhabited 
island, attempting to survive without 

food or water for a week. 
Flake concluded by prompting 

students to actively seek unity and 
tolerance in political discourse. “Let 
us all, each of us, elevate our discourse 
and not succumb to the extreme 
partisanship that teaches that our 
political opponents are our enemies; 
they’re not. Let us always assume the 
best and look for the good,” he said. 

Expressing her view on Flake’s 
message with respect to the School’s 
initiative to increase understanding 
amongst community members,  As-
sistant Dean of Students History 
Master Emilie Kosoff H’88 ’96 ’00 ’18 
P’19 said, “These days, I think we’re 
often quick to criticize others and 
slow to praise. [Flake’s] a Republican, 
and I may disagree with that, but we 
have to understand where he’s coming 
from. As a faculty, we’ve been work-
ing on how to listen and understand 
each other more, and if we do a little 
bit more each, I think we can make a 
good community even better.” 

Similarly, President of the Young 
Democrats Cate Levy ’20 said, “I 
think we live in a very polarized 
campus, and the biggest problem is 
that some of these issues aren’t just 
political—they’re moral. Oftentimes, 
when people debate certain topics 
that are controversial, they feel like 
they’re being personally attacked if 
someone disagrees because it has 
to do with their own belief system.” 

Reflecting on the many progressive 
speakers who have visited the School, 
Chris Delaney ’20 said, “Though 
Flake may register himself as a 
conservative, I would say he’s more 
of a centrist.” Despite his apprecia-
tion for Flake’s diplomacy, Delaney 
would like to “have more conservative 
politicians come to campus” so that 
students can be exposed to speakers 
across the political spectrum. 

Student-run clubs organized fund-
raisers during Parents Weekend.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Boys Soccer 
Captains Profile

Ellie Shin ’21 describes 
the Big  Red Varsity 
Soccer captains’ thoughts 
on the season and goals 
moving forward.  
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The Purpose of Our Passions

Corrections
Readers who notice errors should contact the Managing Editor at sannamaneni20@lawrenceville.org.

 The coming week marks 
an important milestone in the lives 
of many seniors at Lawrenceville, 
as many begin submitting their 
first college applications in the 
early round. At Lawrenceville, it 
is no secret that students and their 
families place immense impor-
tance on the college process. In 
the past, parents were asked about 
the factors they valued most in 
their child’s education, and one of 
the most common responses was 
“college.” At the same time, Law-
renceville provides the student 
body with a wealth of resources to 
prepare them for college.

There is nothing wrong with 
placing a premium on college. 
Placing a premium on college 
is certainly not unique to Law-
renceville, and almost all would 
agree that college is an important 
landmark in one’s life. Howev-
er, it is important to place limits 
on what sacrifices we are willing 
to make for the sake of achieving 
such goals.

In a recent conversation I had 
with several seniors, they spoke 
to me about how they had cho-
sen many of their extracurriculars 
because of the success they knew 
it would garner them or how it 
would reflect on them in their 
applications. In retrospect, they 
lamented, there were passions 
that they had found more enjoy-
able but ultimately chose to drop 
because of their lack of perceived 
benefit in the college process. At 
Lawrenceville, we are surrounded 
by a culture that often strives for 
success in outcomes, and in the 
process of seeking these results, 

many of us often fall into the trap 
of choosing our “passions” for the 
purpose of recognition or success 
in outcomes, instead of intrinsic 
enjoyment. 

There is an important distinc-
tion to be made between the var-
ious motives behind participating 
in activities; while some people 
enjoy the act of participating in an 
activity, others enjoy what partici-
pating brings, such as good grades, 
money, and prestige, among other 
things. Although the differences 
between these two mentalities may 
not seem consequential, it is evi-
dent that many people in the latter 
group are participating in activi-

ties for the wrong reasons. Being 
passionate about the work that an 
activity entails will motivate us to 
pursue excellence in it, regardless 
of any difficulties that may come 
up. Conversely, students who de-
rive their interest from the result-
ing rewards that activities bring, 
rather than from the work itself, 
will likely lose motivation in the 
face of such challenges. This is not 
to say that we shouldn’t partake in 

Four weeks ago, Google won a 
landmark case in the EU on 
“the right to be forgotten” on 

the internet.  The “right to be for-
gotten”, essentially, is the right of an 
individual to request one’s informa-
tion to be removed from the inter-
net. In the case of search engines, 
individuals had the right to request 
that pages containing damaging or 
false information about them be re-
moved. The court in EU ruled that 
Google should uphold this right for 
EU citizens, but not for globally.

There is a reason why the “right to 
be forgotten” is so contentious. First 
introduced by the General Data 
Protection Regulation in the Euro-
pean Union, and later in Argentina, 
the question touches on a major is-
sue in the digital age of information: 
How much control should one have 
in maintaining their own informa-
tion? I believe that one should not 
be given the right to be forgotten 
on the internet. Sensitive and dam-
aging information has long been 
available in forms of media outside 

of the internet. Damaging and false 
information is not new out world. 
However, if the internet becomes 
open to censorship for the purpose 
of separating the “true” from the 
“false”, the right to be forgotten has 
grave social implications relating to 
censorship on the internet and our 
freedom of speech. 

Advocates for the right to be for-
gotten raise the popular 
argument that one would 
be deeply troubled by al-
legations and rumors on-
line, and it is the right of 
individuals to take down 
false pieces of informa-
tion about them. The right 
to be forgotten, they ar-
gue, protects the right to 
privacy. Again, forms of 
false or hurtful informa-
tion are not new to our 
world. And while the 
internet certainly in-
creases the scope 
of damage, it is 
not enough 
to establish a 
“right” to cen-
sorship. The US 
already has laws against defama-
tion, censoring information based 
on judgements of right and wrong 
only allows for the possibility of 
restricting freedom of speech. In a 
world where censoring information 
is based on imperfect judgements of 
right and wrong, as it is rarely the 

activities we may not be passionate 
about, but rather that such pursuits 
are unsustainable in the long run. 
But by taking them on, we for-
go the alternative opportunity to 
reach our maximum potential in a 
true interest over the long term. 

Ultimately, the purpose of our 
“passions” is not only just to excel, 
but also to create greater mean-
ing in our own lives. While there 
is certainly value in the former, 
it is important to recognize that 
our passions are hollow without a 
commitment to the latter. The au-
thor William Lowell Randall once 
wrote about the “Art of Living,” 
the idea of crafting our own lives 
as works of art. In the case of com-
mitting to pursuits that we don’t 
enjoy or don’t enrich our lives with 
any greater meaning but instead 
serve as hollow stepping stones for 
later aspirations, we may be falling 
short of crafting a life of meaning. 
The canvas of our lives remains 
blank. 

In a world where we often mea-
sure success in concrete outcomes, 
it is easy for us to believe that in or-
der to distinguish ourselves as suc-
cessful, pursuing our true passions 
is not valuable. Meaningless acco-
lades and recognition can mislead 
us into pursuing activities that we 
find such concrete success in rather 
than those that we truly love. In-
stead, what truly gives value to our 
actions should be our interests and 
curiosities. In the long term, what-
ever gains we may achieve from 
hollow accolades fall flat to those 
that give us true meaning.

- EM & GG

case that there is an object true or 
false narrative, the right to be for-
gotten can be used to control a nar-
rative rather than correct it.

At the same time, the right to be 
forgotten makes reduces the true 
purpose of having freedom of ex-
pression. Information on the inter-
net is meant to spark discussion and 
analysis on behalf of its wider audi-

ence- not be entirely correct. If one 
says something online but it is re-
moved due to the right to be forgot-
ten, then the information is never 
presented to an audience to be cri-
tiqued and analyzed . It also creates 
censorship, which completely vio-
lates the freedom of people to access 

information. Search engines such as 
Google can, in the name of allow-
ing the practice of the right to be 
forgotten, selectively present search 
results. In the US, the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) ensures 
the right of the people to query any 
information from the government 
that is not a state secret. As one can 
see, the right to be forgotten can al-
low individuals to cover up truths 
and past mistakes, and even to a 
certain degree, rewrite history. 
The public is entitled to know the 
perspectives surrounding a topic, 
even if not entirely “true”.  Just as 
how media sites often have differ-
ent perspectives on an issue, vary-
ing information provides greater 
analysis of reality than one im-
perfectly determined “truth”.

Some may argue that striking a 
balance is the optimal solution. 

To achieve this balance, they 
may propose that should 

strike a clear distinction 
between false and un-

proven information 
in the law. Ideally 
this would work, a 

governing body would 
investigate information and deter-
mine whether it is true or false. In 
this case, we strike a balance be-
tween the freedom of expression of 
others to speak freely online, while 
protecting the privacy and personal 
will of individuals who are false-
ly accused. However, we can never 

ideally determine what is true and 
false. Studies have been done show-
ing that humans themselves often 
distort reality in their mind, remem-

bering events differently from when 
they occurred. Given the subjective 
nature of our interpretation of real-
ity, a crusade towards an objective 
narrative only widens the possibil-
ity for error in reporting and false 
narratives.

In short, not providing the right 
to be forgotten is not ideal, but we 
must learn to accept this as it is 
the nature of the world we live in. 
In this era, where misleading or 
false information can be found ev-
erywhere, it is up to the readers to 
critically analyze the information 
themselves. The alternative, censor-
ing information based on imperfect 
judgements of right and wrong, is 
far worse. 

Bryan Hernandez ’20/THE LAWRENCE

––––––––
The “right to be forgotten” 
can be used to control a 
narrative rather than 

correct it
––––––––

––––––––
Given the subjective 

nature of our 
interpretation of reality, 

a crusade towards an 
objective narrative only 
widens the possibility for 

error in reporting and 
false narratives

––––––––

The Right To Be Forgotten
How Editing The Internet for “Truth” Jeopardizes Online Information

AlistAir lAm ’23

POTW: Fall Musical Debuts Sweeney Todd

––––––––
In the process of seeking 
results, many of us often 

fall into the trap of 
choosing our “passions” for 
the purpose of recognition 

or success in outcomes 
instead of instrinsic  

enjoyment
––––––––



OpinionsOctober 25, 2019 The Lawrence - Page 3

Rather, it’s the mindset of our actions 
that is important. A common criticism 
of hourly graduation requirements in 
community service is that it merely 
quantifies a process that is meant to be 
much more than just hours in a spread-
sheet. Ultimately, the goal in commu-
nity service is not just to log hours but 
to serve as a spark for further initiative 
in the community. In the long term, we 

end up creating more change for creat-
ing individuals who commit to service 
rather than singular acts of service.

So, the next time you decide to en-
gage with the community, do not view 
it as a requirement or a burden. Take 
time to think about what you are trying 
to do  and involve yourself in your com-
munity and the communities around 
you. Whether you travel to Guatemala 
to build a house or serve meals at your 
local soup kitchen, take the time to 
learn and reflect on the complexity and 
depth of the issues in these communi-
ties. Engaging with a community is an 
unending process, a continuous and 
equal exchange between two parties, 
and something we should hold to the 
utmost importance. 

Mindfulness In Our Methods

W  hen the Harkness Travel 
Program trips were an-
nounced last week at 

school meeting, I noticed that there 
were two new community service trips: 
Appalachia: Fair Trade Learning and 
Guatemala: Service and Exploration. 
The Appalachia trip will allow Law-
rentians to participate in sustainable 
service learning in Williamston, West 
Virginia, and work on projects that 
promote sustainability and community 
health. In Guatemala, students will 
live with local families and work with 
God’s Child Project to construct a 
house, serve meals in a homeless shel-
ter, and play with elementary school 
children. The important thing to note 
about both trips is that they have built-
in reflection periods for Lawrentians 
to think about what they have done, 

whether it be through conversations 
and questions or the application of 
the things they have learned. As Law-
renceville continues to rethink com-

munity service, with recent changes 
such as switching from solely hourly 
requirements to the Lawrenceville 
Community Action Project’s (LCAP) 
one time event credits, it’s important 
to remember the value of reflection. 
Reflecting on our 
service should be an 
integral part of com-
munity work because 
it allows students to 
consider the impacts 
of their work on both 
the communities and 
themselves. 

While Lawrencev-
ille’s community ser-
vice requirement has 
shifted from fulfilling 
a certain number of 
hours to the current 
LCAP requirement, 
community service should be still 
seen as more than just a few one-time 
events to complete or something to be 
checked off a list. Working with your 
community is a voluntary act to build 
relationships and enact change, and it 
involves truly engaging with the com-
munity in question and striving to un-
derstand it. The term community ser-
vice can imply an unequal relationship 
of giving; perhaps we as a community 
should rally behind the usage of the 
term community engagement, rather 
than community service. Engaging 
with our surrounding communities 
doesn’t simply have to be one-sided in 

Christine Cheng ’21 nature; it can also be a two-sided ar-
rangement. Those who provide aid can 
also build a foundation of knowledge 
to benefit future interactions. It’s a rela-
tionship built from forming bonds with 
the people and communities around us, 

being open to learning new skills, and 
opening your mind to new worldviews. 

Reflection on community service al-
lows students to broaden their perspec-
tives and develop a mindset of growth 
and learning. From continuous and 
genuine engagement with community 
members, students can expand their 
worldviews and become more con-
scious and cognizant about the world 
they live in. Community service goes 
beyond a simple transaction of one 
side providing aid to the other. Learn-
ing from past experiences, students 
should strive to become more mindful 

A recent uproar resulted from 
the general manager of the 
Houston Rockets, Daryl 

Morey’s since-deleted tweet in sup-
port of the freedom movement in 
Hong Kong. In the aftermath, the 
NBA faced criticism from all areas 
of the political spectrum for its treat-
ment of this debacle In response to 
last issues’ editorial regarding this 
issue and its role in highlighting 
the values we hold true as a com-
munity, I believe a more thorough 

overview reveals additional lessons. 
The errors committed by the NBA, 
mostly due to oversight and poor 
judgment, show the importance of 
context and discretion when taking 
part in contentious topics in a hy-
per-bipartisan world-- members of 
our community should always seek 
to understand their place an issue 
before taking a side. 

Protests in Hong Kong began in 
June of this year, with hundreds of 
thousands taking to the streets in 
opposition to a new extradition bill 
that allowed criminals to be tried 
in mainland China, where, Hong 

Kongers feared, the legal system 
would be far more unjust, especially 
in the treatment of political dis-
sidents. The bill was withdrawn in 
September, but many still remain 
unsatisfied, calling for universal suf-
frage. Actions from police and pro-
testors having become increasingly 
violent. Protestors have stormed 
the legislative building, tem-
porarily caused a shutdown 
of the airport, and mobs, 
on multiple occasions, have 
clashed with pro-China 
protests and police; the 
entire city has remained 
in a state of unrest for 
months. As a result, 
the protests have been 
coined as riots by the 
Chinese government, 
and have even been 
compared to terrorism.

Given the complex-
ity of this situation, the 
NBA fiasco ought to 
remind us, as a 
community, of 
the impor-
tance of in-
formation; 
the way 
we dispel 
i n f o r -
mation, and 
the context in which in-
formation spreads, makes all 
the difference. Morey’s tweet stat-
ed: “Fight for Freedom. Stand for 
Hong Kong.” This tweet was posted 
on Twitter, then subsequently delet-
ed. This initial action raises the im-

portance of context; Morey’s posted 
a powerful slogan directly opposing 
the Chinese government’s views on 
a social media forum censored but 
no doubt closely monitored by said 
government. Worse still, as the gen-
eral manager of the Houston Rock-

ets, Morey represents 
one of the most 

c o m m e r -
cially valu-
able sectors 
in athletics, 
worth bil-

lions of dollars 
and followed by a 

fanbase of anywhere 
from 300 million to 

500 million Chinese 
enthusiasts, many of 

whom not only view 
the Hong Kong pro-

tests very differently 
to the way the 

West perceives 
it, but 

would also receive a translated, 
and possibly manipulated version of 
his beliefs. To call his post an over-
sight would be a gross understate-

ment. In our own community, mis-
takes of judgement should have far 
less severe consequences, and ideas 
in opposition to the norms should 
be applauded, but these must be 
framed well and delivered correctly. 
We should strive to choose words 
that describe precisely what we in-
tend, forgoing the ease and separa-
tion social media grants us, since we 
have nowhere to hide when con-
fronted with the tangible results of 
our actions. In Morey’s case, he cer-
tainly did not properly consider how 
he would be perceived by both the 
Chinese government and it’s people. 

However, merely anticipat-
ing problems does not suffice; 
one should always be aware of the 
causes of problems, think carefully 
before taking a side, and know when 
to express opinions. Though the 
NBA has faced backlash over its 
response to this issue, especially the 
remarks of commissioner Adam Sil-
ver pledging support of free speech 
while also apologizing towards Chi-
nese fans, its position in the public 
eye of two opposing world pow-
ers renders the organization little 
choice in what they can say. On one 
hand, the NBA, as an American or-
ganization, must support American 
values; on the other hand, it risks 
losing access to its largest market. A 
business should never place itself in 
mediation between opposing popu-
lations, and such is the extent of 
bipartisanship that, in this day and 
age, that option doesn’t seem pos-
sible. However, in truth, knowing 
when to engage in conversation and 

when to back out should be a skill 
all Lawrentians take away from our 
experiences. In the case of the NBA, 
Morey’s comment represented a 
personal opinion, and did not rep-
resent the overall view of the NBA. 

Given the speed at which infor-
mation disperses in the digital age, 
communicating ideas clearly and 
cautiously has never been more 
paramount. Individual opinions, es-
pecially controversial ones, should 
always be made clear as personal 
views only. Morey’s tweet, short and 
resembling a slogan, left much to be 
interpreted. The Chinese govern-
ment saw this blunder as a great op-
portunity to stir the flames. Conse-
quently, an offhand comment by an 
employee blew up into a company 
opinion, and with both parties one 
step too slow to apologize, the is-
sue became an international conflict 
across cultures and regions, affecting 
hundreds of millions of people. The 
way we express ourselves matters 
now more than ever. 

When engaging in these sorts 
of topics, we should hold our own 
opinions accountable, and act with 
clear intent. Never dive headfirst 
into issues you do not understand: 
listen, weigh the consequences, then 
engage. All this appears intuitive, 
but time again people, headlines 
feature prominent blundering their 
way into the Internet spotlight. 
Making a claim and spreading it has 
never been easier, but that should 
only make us think harder about 
why and how we express our opin-
ions. 

––––––––
Ultimatel the goal in 
community service is 

not just to log hours, but 
to serve as a spark for 

further initiative in the 
community
––––––––

and understanding global citizens with 
increased empathy and comprehension 
of the issues affecting members of a 
community. The impact of community 
service does not end with the conclu-
sion of your engagement with the 

community; the 
experiences and 
growth you un-
dergo will reach far 
beyond the length 
of your volunteer 
work. 

Although some 
may argue that the 
resources can be 
better utilized in 
the form of direct 
donations rather 
than bringing stu-
dents to locations 
or funding service 

trips, it’s important to recognize the 
value of an interpersonal form of ser-
vice. Albeit, in areas of dire poverty, 
monetary funds are certainly more 
beneficial, where they can be given 
to agents far more suited for change. 
However, in many cases, community 
service in person allows a far deeper 
level of understanding and aid than 
a simple monetary gift which allows 
depth in the solution to an issue and 
also experience for further aid. 

The importance of reflection in 
community service doesn’t have to be 
a mandated activity, where time is al-
lotted and worksheets are filled out. 

The Importance of Reflection as a Supplement to Community Service

Jeffrey Tao ’20/THE LAWRENCE

Think Before You Tweet
Reflecting on the Importance of Context and Caution in the Internet Age

Jupiter huang’21

––––––––
In the long term,

we create individuals that 
commit to service rather 

than singular acts of service
 ––––––––

––––––––
Given the speed at which 
information disperses in 

the digital age, 
communicating ideas clearly 

and cautiously has never 
been more paramount

––––––––

Bryan Hernandez’20/
THE LAWRENCE
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Ashley lee ’21
& IsAbelle lee ’21
OpInIOns AssOcIAte

Deven Kinney ’20 and Makayla 
Boxley ’20 were selected as this 
year’s Morehead-Cain scholar-
ship nominees by faculty members 
and a group of college counselors, 
who will continue to work closely 
with the students throughout the 
rest of the application process. 

According to its website, the 
Morehead-Cain scholarship 
“seeks driven, courageous, and in-
quisitive leaders eager to embrace 
new and unknown experiences.” 
Serving as the first merit scholar-
ship curriculum established in the 
United States, the program offers 
four fully-funded years of enroll-
ment at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-
Chapel Hill) and additional aca-
demic and extracurricular enrich-
ment opportunities.

Reflecting on the opportuni-
ties that the scholarship provides, 
Kinney said, “I am especially ex-
cited about the international trip 
during summer as well as the 
internship opportunity. It is nice 
that the internship is provided in 

Makayla Boxley ’20 (left) and Deven Kinney ’20 (right) reflect on the oppor-
tunities provided by the Morehead-Cain Scholarship of UNC-Chapel Hill.

Ankita Suri’21/THE LAWRENCE

Photo of the Week

In the Margins Involves 
Community in “Who 

Are You?” Project
Student publication In the Mar-

gins held photoshoots in the base-
ment of Father’s Building two 
weeks ago and will host a make up 
date this term. Student photogra-
phers Ankita Suri ’21 and Isabela 
Ricardo ’21 photographed student 
and faculty subjects, asking them 
to complete the statement “I am” 
on an index card. The title for the 
project is “Who Are You?” 

The event was inspired by art-
ist Kip Fulbeck’s speech at school 
meeting on his Hapa Project, an 
identity-based photography proj-
ect published in a book. The In the 
Margins team decided to conduct a 
similar project that was open to all 
in the Lawrenceville community.  
“A big part of In the Margins is our 
photoshoots, so we were thinking, 
what would be a really great way to 
capture individualism?” co-Editor-
in-chief Esha Akhtar ’21 said.

On the purpose of the publica-
tion as a whole, co-Editor-in-chief 
Devin Carr ’21 said, “In the Mar-
gins is, in essence, a publication that 
strives to highlight minorities.” In-
spired by the Ayn Rand quote “The 
biggest minority on earth is the 
individual,” the team pursued the 
project through the publication be-
cause “without each of us individu-
als, we wouldn’t be the community 
we are now,” Carr said.

Last year, In the Margins pub-
lished a Black History Month issue 
that focused on black history and 
various Lawrenceville commu-
nity members’ identifications with 
black cultures. However, the pub-
lication is now seeking to broaden 

its focus, particularly through the 
photoshoot. “A big idea in the proj-
ect is that you can really write any-
thing on the index card,” Akhtar 
said. “You can identify any way you 
want.”

Echoing similar sentiments, Suri 
said, “I feel that when we do talk 
about identity on campus, we talk 
about it as black and white, but it’s 
really much more than that.” 

With this project, In the Margins 
strives to demonstrate to Law-
renceville that “every individual 
matters” and “diversity includes ev-
eryone,” Akhtar said.

She added, “You don’t technical-
ly have to be in a minority to take 
part in a project like this—every-
body really does have [his or her] 
own story to add, which is why we 
want as many people as possible to 
participate.”

The project digs even deeper 
than self-identification to Suri: 
“The real question is, is your iden-
tity in the margins of your day-to-
day life?” In this photoshoot, “we 
aim to shine a light on identity 
while also focusing on its effects 
on the Lawrenceville community,” 
Suri said.

Ben Polaski ’21, a subject in the 
project, reflected that “it was a very 
positive experience.” 

He added that the In the Mar-
gins photographers were “very sup-
portive and allowed everyone to 
take time to reflect and answer the 
question however they felt, free of 
judgement or expectations.”

On the relevance of the project, 
Akhtar said, “This is your student 
body, so you should see who it con-
sists of.”

ellIe shIn ’21
news AssOcIAte

Boxley and Kinney 
Nominated for Morehead-

Cain Scholarship

the final summer because it is a 
good segue to [a] career or post-
graduate education.” 

If selected for the scholarship, 
Kinney hopes to enhance his pas-
sion for diversity using program 
resources. He currently serves as 
the School’s co-president of Di-
versity Council and was an intern 
for the organization “Diversity 
Best Practices,” through which he 
conducted research and wrote re-
ports on empathy training in the 
workplace and LGBTQ+ issues 
that were then sent to various 
companies. He is also a prefect in 
Boys Lower; president of Larries, 
Lawrenceville’s co-ed acapella 
group; and involved in the Fall 
Musical, Winterfest, and Spring 
Dance Concert. During his time 
at Lawrenceville, his contribu-
tions to the community have 
earned him awards including the 
Brown University Alumni Book 
Award Program and an Eglin So-
ciety Pin. “It is an honor that the 
School is putting a big opportu-
nity in my hand,” Kinney said. 

Expressing similar sentiments, 
Boxley said, “I hope to use the 
resources that would be afforded 
to me, the advisors that are there 

to support, and the students that 
I am there studying with to in-
crease my knowledge about the 
world. I think that the more I see, 
the more I interact, and the more 
I learn, I can use those skills to 
help the people around me.” 

Boxley currently serves as the 
Honor and Discipline Represen-
tative of Student Council. She is 
the anchor and executive produc-
er of L10, the School’s 10-minute 
newscast, and a Ropes Course In-
structor. 

If selected for the scholarship, 
Boxley would like to study politi-
cal science and foreign relations. 
She is particularly interested in 
connecting with the alumni net-
work at Morehead-Cain in order 
to further expand potential career 
options. 

“I love the idea of being sup-
ported in my studies and that I’m 
not going at it alone. I think it’s 
motivating and encouraging to 
have special advisors who really 
hope to see my success,” Boxley 
said. 

As out-of-state applicants, 
Kinney and Boxley will be noti-
fied if they are semifinalists on 
November 12, 2019.  

Students Battle in 3v3 
Soccer Tournament

Last Saturday, over 256 stu-
dents attended the 3v3 Under 
the Lights Soccer Tournament, 
co-hosted by the Sports Busi-
ness Club (SBC) and the Soccer 
Club. The event took place from 
6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at the Viol-
ich Turf and included a variety of 
food trucks for both the players 
and audience members. 

On the organization of the 
event and its collaborative nature, 
President of SBC Kylan Tatum 
’21 said, “Part of the mission of 
the [SBC] is to promote inclusion 
in the field of sports, so we try to 
partner with other clubs and in-
volve the community as much as 
possible.”

On his club’s primary role, Co-
President of the Soccer Club Alex 
Chun ’21 said that the Soccer 
Club primarily “brought the ideas 
on how to run the tournament and 
different rules for the 3v3,” focus-
ing mainly on the aspects of the 
event directly dealing with soccer. 
The SBC focused on logistics and 
overall entertainment. Regarding 
the outcome of the event, Chun 
said, “I thought the tournament 

went well. There were a lot of at-
tendees, and people were having a 
good time.”

The soccer tournament, made 
up of 16 teams each consisting of 
three players, began with a round-
robin format by splitting teams 
into four groups of four teams. 
If the team won, it received three 
points; a tie added two points; a 
loss equaled no points. The top 
two teams in each group then 
went on to play in the knockout 
stage of eight teams. 

From then on, the tournament 
followed a single-elimination 
format until the championship 
match, which was played between 
The Baddies and The Treacherous 
Parabolas. The Baddies consisted 
of Marcia Ojo ’21 and Bela Ri-
cardo ’21, who play on the Girls 
Varsity Soccer team, and Marcos 
Maldacena ’21,  who plays on the 
Boys Varsity Soccer team. 

Members of the Boys Junior 
Varsity Soccer team Matthew 
Kutam ’22, Joshua Kaus ’22, and 
Evan Cowell ’22 made up The 
Treacherous Parabolas. The Bad-
dies won the tournament 3-0 
against The Treacherous Parabo-
las, winning a $40 gift card to 
Purple Cow. 

lInA OlAzAbAl ’22
stAff wrIter

Lawrenceville students showed House spirit as they cheered for the Big Red Girls Varsity Volleyball team on its Senior Night.
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Noyes History Building
Originally built as the science building, the 
Noyes History Center is named after Jansen 
Noyes ’1905 P ’35 ’40 GP ’59 ’65 and his broth-
er Nicholas H. Noyes ’1902 GP’61 ’65 ’67. Sur-
rounding the exterior of the building are eight 
aluminum medallions that represent various 
specialties of science. Born on August 8, 1853, 
Nicholas H. Noyes worked in a pharmaceutical 
company and was a philanthropist and bene-
factor of the School. In 1939, he established 
the Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Scholarship Funds in 
honor of his son, Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. ’1932. 
Jansen Noyes ’05 took the position as a life trust-
ee, succeeding Reverend Doctor John Dixon 
who completed 44 years of service as a trustee.  

Lavino Field House
The Edwin W. Lavino Field House was donat-
ed by Edward J. Lavino ’1905 in 1951 in honor 
of his father. Lavino was born in Izmir, Turkey. 
He graduated from the School in 1905, and for 
most of his life, he worked at his father’s com-
pany, E. J. Lavino & Company. Lavino was also 
a lieutenant in World War I. From 1947 to 1963, 
Lavino was the president of the Board of Trust-
ees at Lawrenceville, and in 1964, he was named 
a trustee at Germantown Academy in Pennsyl-
vania. Lavino donated $400 thousand to build 
Lawrenceville’s new field house that replaced the 
1903 gymnasium. On June 1, 1951, Lavino also 
received a certificate of honorary membership to 
the L Club, which recognizes athletic achieve-
ment, even though he never played a sport while 
at the School. The Edwin W. Lavino Field House 
includes basketball, tennis, and volleyball courts 
in the arena as well as a banked indoor track, in-
door ice hockey rink, wrestling room, community 
fitness center, indoor pool, and squash courts. 
If you are facing the stairway to the main en-
trance, you will see 1950 embedded into a block, 
which is a time capsule from the class of 1950.

Woods Memorial Hall
Woods Memorial Hall was renamed after Henry C. Woods Jr. ’40 H’59 ’62 and his 
wife Jane Cheney Woods H’40. They donated $60 million to the School to be des-
ignated for financial aid and refurbishing buildings and grounds on campus. While 
at the School, Henry C. Woods Jr. was an English master, coach, and duty mas-
ter. Jane Cheney Woods donated $135 thousand to the School to pay for private 
music lessons and for musicians to perform in Seoul, Shanghai, and Hong Kong.
Woods Memorial Hall, the first School building at Lawrenceville, played a pivotal role in 
the history of Lawrenceville. The blueprints for the building, designed by Peabody and Stern, 
date back to the 1880s and are almost seven feet in width. Since the building was built be-
fore electricity was invented, the classrooms all face south to maximize the natural sunlight. 
The building features a grand staircase and elaborate carvings in brownstone, which was 
transported from Massachusetts to Lawrenceville in the 1880s. The grand staircase fea-
tures two Roman style lions, and below them, a statue of a serpent is next to a statue of 
an owl. The statues are said to represent heaven and hell with the student walking a fine 
line between the two eternities, guided by a statue of the Roman Goddess of Wisdom and 
Education Minerva. Below the windows on the second floor are stone faces that repre-
sent the Seven Virtues and Vices. In the 1930s, when Lawrenceville officially adopted the 
Harkness method, the English classrooms were all renovated to accommodate Harkness 
tables, and the lounge, which was previously sectioned off into coat rooms, was renovated 
to be a common space. English Master Franklin Hedberg’s H’03 P’96 ’00 current class-
room served as the first library for the School. Until the Kirby Arts Center was built in 
the 1960s, students gathered every week in the Heely Room for school meeting, and look-
ing closely, one can still see the woodwork that adorned the previous School auditorium. 

Bunn Library
The Bunn Library, which opened in 1996, was 
gifted to Lawrenceville by the Bunn family of 
Springfield, Illinois and Lake Forest, Illinois; 
Harold W. McGraw Jr. ’36 GP’95; Arthur G. 
Hailand Jr. H’34 P’69 ’70 GP’91; David P. 
Reynolds ’34 GP’94; and Artemis A.W. Jou-
kowsky ’50 P’80. Designed by leading designer 
Graham Gund, Bunn Library includes many 
rooms that are named after donors, such as the 
Reynolds Fine Arts Room, McGraw Reading 
Room, Joukowsky Faculty Lounge, and Eliza-
beth Gray Children’s Room. The signages sur-
rounding the main lobby are all made of real 
silver, while the limestone flooring, imported 
from Austria, has authentic fossils embed-
ded in it. Reynolds, one of the donors, was 

the chairman emeritus of Reynolds Metals 
Co. Donor McGraw ’36 GP’95 is currently 
the chairman of the Board of McGraw Hill 
Financial. Hailand was the vice president of 
insurance company Johnson & Higgins and 
served as a chairman on many boards, in-
cluding Air Wisconsin, Butler International, 
Lake Forest College, Chicago Maternity Cen-
ter, and The Hun School. Lastly, Joukowsky, 
president emeritus of Lawrenceville’s Board 
of Trustees, is the present chairman of the 
Board of the American Center of Oriental 
Research. From many donations, the Bunn 
Library holds more than 100,000 volumes of 
publications and provides highly advanced 
research facilities and educational support. 

Divya Sammeta’20/THE LAWRENCE

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

life. Laubach also noted how yoga complemented 
her Catholic faith by enabling her to cultivate the 
interior silence needed for prayer and devotion.
Laubach returned to Lawrenceville in 2017 and 
found her new role as a yoga teacher. She explained 
that she came to love teaching after leading a 200-
hour yoga teacher training and certification pro-
gram. Laubach has become increasingly involved 
with the Explorations program, a relatively recent 
phenomenon on campus aimed at encouraging 
more hands-on religious, cultural, and contem-
plative experiences. She now teaches Brain Rest 
and Stillness (Thursdays at 7:00 PM) and Sun-
day Evening Yoga for Every Body (Sundays at 
6:30 PM for students and 7:30 PM for faculty).  
Formerly a structural engineer, Laubach sees many 
parallels between her previous and current job. 
“I worked in consulting for almost a decade, and 
people often say it’s quite a stretch to go from en-
gineering to yoga teaching. However, I don’t nec-
essarily think there’s that much of a difference…
When it comes to buildings, a strong, solid founda-

   In this digital age where life is fast-paced and 
people seem less at peace, Lawrenceville’s Lead-
er for Yoga and Meditation Nina Laubach sees 
great value in the practices of yoga and medita-
tion. She enjoys helping her students develop 
mindfulness and regularly engages in contempla-
tive dialogue in the Catholic tradition herself.
Presently, Laubach’s work at Lawrenceville is sup-
ported by the Office of Religious Life; the Dean 
of Students’ Office, which oversees the Explora-
tions offerings; and the Office of Human Resourc-
es, which enables her to instruct faculty and staff.
   A former resident in the Lawrenceville com-
munity, Laubach had her first experience with 
yoga while attending lessons held in the base-
ment of the Kirby Arts Center 20 years ago. She 
has since developed a personal connection with 
yoga, highlighting how it has equipped her with 
the awareness to become more present in daily 

tion is crucial. Elaborately designed buildings with-
out strong foundations are unlikely to hold out for 
long. The same holds true in yoga practice…[Yoga] 
teaches us what it means to have a strong founda-
tion and [to] be well in our bodies,” Laubach said.
   “I also love anatomy, and I think the body is re-
markable, just like buildings. It’s amazing how all 
our muscles and bodies work in tandem to cre-
ate a balance, just like how we work with grav-
ity in construction…I would say my experi-
ence working with structures has deepened my 
understanding about yoga,” Laubach added. 
   As she went on to discuss her new role in de-
tail, Laubach also emphasized the relevance of 
yoga and meditation in the context of today’s hec-
tic world. She elaborated, “One of my most im-
portant goals is to develop a heightened sense of 
awareness. I think we live in a great time, where 
people are more committed to taking care of their 
bodies…The challenge is time. It is hard when we 
have such full schedules here, but I believe it is pos-
sible when students are given the necessary tools.”
Laubach hopes that yoga and meditation, along with 
other Explorations, will help students come to still-
ness amidst their daily activity. She is also positive 
that the Lawrenceville community together can over-
come the idea that yoga and meditation are a luxury.
   “I just want my…classes to give [people] a chance 
to find their own nourishment…For me, the num-
ber one benefit [of yoga and meditation] is that they 
calm the nervous system…The truth is that our 
minds are always attending something…With yoga 
and meditation, you start by locating where your 
minds are and then work from there…That way, we 
can become more present to each other,” she said.
   Her job, however, is not without its challenges. 
Laubach described the many frustrations her stu-
dents often have and offered advice on how to 
develop our own meditation practice. In particu-
lar, she stressed the importance of maintaining a 
positive attitude throughout practicing meditation:
“With meditation, people tend to say they can never 
sit still or that their mind is too full. But I think 
those are fantastic things to start with. You have a 
lot to work with, and you know where you have to 
begin…The goal here is to have an awareness, and 
to do that, sometimes we just have to sit for ten sec-
onds, and perhaps start again the next day. It really 

takes an open mind to be able to see it that way.”
For yoga, Labauch commented that a similar ap-
proach applies, “When it comes to yoga, people often 
say they are either ‘too old,’ ‘too stiff,’ or ‘too fat,’ but I 
think that’s missing the point because yoga is actually 
a lifetime practice of awareness…It all starts with an 
acceptance of who you are. It also helps to think that 
we have a lifetime, and we can always begin again.”
   Laubach had a word of advice for those consider-
ing yoga and meditation. “Don’t wait [until] the end 
of the term to come to class. This is because to make 
yoga become a part of the fabric of your schedule, 
there’s an element of commitment and discipline 
behind it, and that takes regular practice,” she said. 
“Just be curious and open-minded. Explore. You can 
go to one class and just decide whether you like it or 
not…It’s perfectly fine, too, to come to my yoga class 
one day, and then meditate in a chapel on the next.” 
   Laubach left us with a quote from Pico Iyer, a 
distinguished American essayist: “In an age of con-
stant movement, nothing is so urgent as sitting still.”

Lawrenceville’s  Buildings
aShley lee ’21, eSha akhtar ’21, & 

tiffany yeung ’22

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

 Courtesy of The Lawrenceville  
School

Lavino with 1950 
time capsule.
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Throughout history, artists have 
often pushed the boundaries of ar-
tistic and social standards through 
their work, advocating for freedom 
of expression while addressing so-
cial taboos, indecency, and the true 
definition of art. However, society 
has often found ways to censor vul-
gar pieces of art in order to assure 
the public that humanity is inher-
ently decent. 

Artistic controversy became a 
prominent feature of the Italian 
Renaissance. While the Renais-
sance was a period known for ar-
tistic individualism and realistic 
depictions of the world, it also saw 
the creation of many contentious 
pieces of art. For example, Italian 
sculptor Michelangelo’s painting, 
The Last Judgement, created some-
time between 1536–1541, was “met 
with immediate controversy from 
the Counter-Reformation Catho-
lic church,” due to its exposure of 
nudity, according to History Chan-
nel contributor Heather Corcoran. 
The mural, commissioned by Pope 
Clement VII, depicted 300 or so 
nude figures. After Michelangelo’s 
death, it was put under the fig leaf 
campaign, where fabric and flo-
ra were painted over the offensive 
anatomy by Michelangelo’s student 
Daniele da Volterra in an attempt 
to censor the religious work. The 
Council of Trent declared that nu-
dity was prohibited in religious art 
and “all lasciviousness be avoided; 
in such ways that figures shall not 
be painted or adorned with a beau-
ty exciting to lust.”

Religion has long held standards 
of modesty, and such standards are 
often imposed onto modern art. 

Andres Serrano’s Immersion or Piss 
Christ, created in 1987, ignited ani-
mosity among Christians for being 
offensive. A photograph of a cruci-
fix plunged into a vat of Serrano’s 
urine, Serrano’s piece represents 
how the overuse and misuse of the 
cross as a fashion statement or ac-
cessory undermines the underlying 
truth that it represents: a man’s 
crucifixion. “So if Piss Christ up-
sets you, maybe it’s a good thing to 
think about what happened on the 
cross,” Serrano told The Guardian. 

Artists even challenge the mean-
ing of art itself through avant-garde 
pieces. Marcel Duchamp achieved 

in Vietnam, where she eventual-
ly placed second overall. One year 
later, she auditioned for the first 
season of Vietnam’s Got Talent. 
While she failed to qualify initially 
in the pre-elimination rounds, she 
ultimately advanced to the next 
round and placed as a finalist that 
season after given the opportunity 
to try again the following month. 

After competing, Vu Dinh de-
cided not to fully commit to the 
singing industry. She attended 
school while taking various singing 
jobs, guest performing at a nation-
ally televised show commemorat-
ing Vietnam Independence Day, 
the Ho Chi Minh City Indepen-
dence Palace and the Saigon Opera 
House, and participating in  oth-
er vocal competitions such as The 
Voice Kids Vietnam. 

Vu Dinh’s parents are two of 
many who have inspired her since 
her musical journey, encouraging 
her to pursue her passion and to 
remain resilient. She also looks up 
to many of the faculty in the Law-
renceville Music Department, in-
cluding Chair of Performing Arts 
Keith Roeckle, Director of Mu-
sic Robert Palmer, and her vocal 
teacher, Laura Heimes. 

Since coming to Lawrenceville, 
Vu Dinh has been involved in The 
Lawrentians, the Harvard Summer 
Choir, the Allegro Council, Rouge, 
Larries, and musical theater pro-
ductions. Many “fellow students 

this through the most unconven-
tional of installations: a urinal. His 
piece Fountain marked a sparked 
fierce debate, both artistically and 
intellectually. Duchamp introduced 
the idea that art is more of an idea 
or concept rather than a physical 
item with his upside-down urinal 
installation. His piece along with 
many other avant-gardes raise the 
question: What is considered art? 
Who gets to make that distinction, 
the artist or the viewer? Fountain 
was quickly rejected on the basis 
that it was not true art as it did not 
conform to traditional norms. 

While artists have often em-

braced controversial political mes-
sages in their art, not all politically 
inspired art has received criticism. 
In 1937, the acclaimed artist Pab-
lo Picasso produced his most con-
tentious piece, Guernica. Depicting 
the devastation caused by the Nazi 
bombing of Guernica during the 
Spanish Civil War, the painting be-
came a symbol of the tragedy of war, 
depicting its destructive impact on 
innocent civilians. Throughout his-
tory, artistic censorship has silenced 
the voices of artists, thereby limit-
ing overall artistic style and content. 
With the intention of shielding 
audiences from harmful or inappro-

priate images and messages, censor-
ship has resulted in art being evalu-
ated based on its appeal to viewers 
rather than its empowerment of the 
creators themselves: artists. Despite 
being bold statements, these pieces 
we see as unconventional can hold 
weight and legacy. Guernica, for 
example, went on tour in Europe, 
helped raise funds for refugees, and 
became symbolic of Dresden, Ber-
lin, Hiroshima, and other instances 
where civilian life was at risk. By 
uncensoring work, these controver-
sial yet powerful artistic messages 
allow artists to highlight the com-
plexities and beauty of humanity. 

Sharing a Gift: Profile on Vocalist and Performer Giao Vu Dinh ’20

anGel ZhanG ’22

I have met here, especially upper-
classmen, [have shown] me that you 
can be successful at Lawrenceville 
by pursuing a passion in singing,” 
Vu Dinh said. “Through my experi-
ences both back then and at Law-
renceville, I have learned that being 
a professional singer is not the ca-
reer I want to have for many rea-
sons.” While she loves performing 
music, Vu Dinh has many other in-
terests in subjects outside of music 

and would like to keep her career 
choices open. Her experiences in 
the professional music world have 
also made her realize that the in-
dustry is multifaceted and contains 
different kinds of people that may 
not match her personality. She is 
interested in having a career where 
her interests in music and comput-
er science are combined because 
she loves how performance allows 
her to express herself to others. She 

worries that she could potentially 
lose her love for the craft if she de-
pended on it as her main source of 
income. “It’s a form of escape for 
me, and it’s something I love, and I 
don’t want to be turned into anoth-
er mindless person who just does it 
for the money or for the fame, be-
cause it’s never been about that. At 
the end of the day, I don’t sing for 
anyone else—I sing for myself,” Vu 
Dinh said.

Many people recognize Giao 
Vu Dinh ’20, a V Former from 
Singapore, from her musical per-
formances at school meetings and 
Allegro shows. Before coming 
to Lawrenceville, Vu Dinh per-
formed primarily as a solo artist, 
but since then, she has learned 
much more about collaborative 
singing. Co-President of Rouge, 
Lawrenceville’s female a cappella 
group, as well as a member of The 
Larries, Lawrenceville’s co-ed a 
cappella group, Vu Dinh has sung 
with The Lawrentians since her III 
Form year and has also taken an 
interest in musical theater, partic-
ipating in the past three musical 
productions: Guys and Dolls, Uri-
netown, and Sweeney Todd. She first 
became involved with music when 
she was four years-old, taking up 
piano lessons and then singing one 
year later.

Vu Dinh began singing as a child 
to the songs of well-known artists 
such as Whitney Houston and Ma-
riah Carey. She then transitioned to 
performing on stage during school 
events including parent gatherings 
and special assemblies. 

Vu Dinh started singing com-
petitively when she was seven years 
old after submitting a video of her 
rendition of “Over the Rainbow” 
to an English singing competition 

Banned Art: Historical and Modern Insight into Artistic Censorship

Vu Dinh has found a home within the music and performing arts community.

Courtesy of National GeographicGuernica, one of Pablo Picasso’s best known works, depicts the violence and destruction of war.

Quincy Leung ’22/THE LAWRENCE
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ElliE Shin ’21 

Tait Mott ’20 and William Mur-
ray ’21 serve as co-captains of the 
Boys Varsity Soccer team this year. 

Mott has been playing soccer 
“since [his] earliest memories,” 
mostly due to his family’s inter-
est in the sport. While he did not 
take soccer seriously in elementary 
school and played for a local recre-
ational team, he eventually started 
playing for a travel team in mid-
dle school. Ever since he came to 
Lawrenceville as a new III Former, 
he has been a member of the var-
sity team. 

Similarly, Murray has been 
playing soccer since he was four 
years old, starting in a recreational 
league. He then moved to a trav-
el team in second grade, which he 
stayed with until seventh grade. 
He then transitioned to a high-
er-level team, called the San Fran-
cisco Elite Development Academy, 
which was “a much more serious 
commitment [at] a higher level 
of soccer.” Murray said that this 
program primarily facilitated his 
skill development. Additionally, it 
gave him more exposure to differ-
ent teams and styles from various 
U.S. states and even international 
countries. “Soccer was my sport all 
throughout my childhood,” Mur-
ray said, “it’s the earliest sport I 
remember playing.” Unfortunately, 
Murray had to quit playing for the 
San Francisco Elite team when 
he came to Lawrenceville. He has 
found it extremely difficult to find 
a local travel team to play for, es-

pecially as a boarding student and 
a member of the Boys Varsity In-
door and Outdoor Track teams.  

Both captains have made transi-
tions in their positions in the past 
few years while playing at Law-
renceville. Murray said, “I’ve been 
moved around a lot on the Law-
renceville team—striker, winger, 
center back. I’ll play whatever 
the team needs at the moment.” 
However, his favorite position is 
left-back, as it has always been 
his primary position. Mott has 
attempted multiple positions but 
always finds his way back to mid-
field. He’s played box-to-box but is 
most comfortable as an attacking 
center midfielder. Recently, Mott 

Houston We Have a Problem - Politics and the NBA
AndrEw lEE ’22
SportS ASSociAtE

Although the 2019-2020 Nation-
al Basketball Association (NBA) 
season began merely days ago, the 
NBA and the Houston Rockets 
have already been circling in contro-
versy. But in place of last year’s James 
Harden and Chris Paul arguments, 
there is a political controversy sur-
rounding the Houston Rockets’ 
General Manager, Daryl Morey, and 
the Chinese Government. 

On October 5, Daryl Morey stat-
ed in a since-deleted tweet, “Fight 
for Freedom. Stand with Hong 
Kong.” Though many NBA fans 
would not have thought twice about 
this comment, his support of the 
ongoing Hong Kong protests of-
fended many Chinese officials and 
fans alike, igniting an international 
frenzy.

This single tweet had immense 
financial ramifications for the NBA, 
as the Chinese Basketball Associa-
tion (CBA) cut all cooperation with 
the Houston Rockets; many Chi-
nese sports channels have stopped 
broadcasting Houston Rockets’ 
games; numerous players have lost 
lucrative endorsement deals with 
Chinese companies; many retailers 
in China have shelved NBA mer-
chandise.

After the initial incident, the 
NBA stated that it “regrett[ed that] 
Morey deeply offended many of [its] 
friends and fans in China.” But after 
many American politicians and peo-
ple criticized the NBA, NBA com-

On one hand, the NBA cannot 
give up its expansion into China. 
Efforts to expand the NBA into 
China had started as early as 1987, 
where the NBA began giving away 
free recorded broadcasts of games 
to CCTV News. Popular Chinese 
players like Yao Ming in the 2000s 
furthered the NBA’s appeal to the 
Chinese market, and according to 
ESPN, “the NBA’s presence in Chi-
na is worth $5 billion to the league.” 
As a result, it’s understandably dif-
ficult for the NBA to sever its ties 
with China. 

However, the NBA should be clear 
on siding with Daryl Morey, as the 
association must value its principles 
over its financial standings. Freedom 
of speech is a fundamental American 

value that the NBA should not think 
twice about. Regardless of how con-
troversial Morey’s stance is, it is well 
within his right to voice his opinion. 
America is not only the birthplace of 
the NBA, but Americans have also 
been loyal to the league for over half 
a century. Without the foundation 
of American followers, the expan-
sion of not only the NBA but also 
basketball as a sport would be diffi-
cult or nearly impossible. Therefore, 
the NBA should support the values 
of its core American consumers and 
fully condone Daryl Morey’s free 
speech, regardless of the political 
and economic consequences.

Furthermore, the NBA’s initial 
ambiguity was inconsistent with its 
previous stances on social justice. 

missioner Adam Silver clarified his 
statement: “I recognize our initial 
statement left people angered, con-
fused, or unclear on who we are or 
what the NBA stands for...The long-
held values of the NBA are to sup-
port freedom of expression...what I 
also try to suggest is that there are 
consequences from that exercise of 
[Morey’s] freedom of speech.”

The NBA is walking a fine line be-
tween appealing to the Chinese gov-
ernment and mass market it seeks to 
enter while also pleasing its native 
fan base in America. Its stance and 
public statements have been quite 
vague, as the association is attempt-
ing to uphold values like freedom of 
speech while simultaneously mini-
mizing the economic fallout.

Boys Varsity Soccer Captains: Tait Mott & Will Murray

Ashley Warren ’20 in action for Big Red.

Divya Sammeta ‘20/THE  LAWRENCE

has taken an interest in the left-
wing position “because some of 
[his] favorite professional players 
play left-wing.”

Soccer is more than just a sport 
for both captains. Murray takes 
the lessons he learns on the field 
and applies them to other parts of 
his life. “I like soccer, not just be-
cause it’s a beautiful game, but also 
for [its] teamwork aspect,” which 
he said “definitely impacts [his] 
ability to work with other people 
towards a common goal,” regard-
less of the matter at hand. Soc-
cer has also helped Murray stay 
in shape for track, which he does 
in the Winter and Spring Terms. 
Mott has a broader outlook on 

The NBA is well known as a pro-
gressive corporation: its players have 
worn politically-charged shirts in 
warm-up lines to support the Black 
Lives Matter cause; it has relocated 
the All-Star game over trans-dis-
criminatory laws, and it participates 
in LGBTQ+ parades. Adam Silver 
states that “[his] job is to protect 
NBA players’ free speech”, meaning 
that players and executives can speak 
out on political issues without fear 
of discipline from the league. Being 
a league that has established itself as 
a haven for free speech among ath-
letes, the NBA must uphold those 
principles at all times. The NBA 
should not be able to censor or re-
buke free speech upon their discre-
tion—it should not have the power 
to appraise the monetary value of 
free speech as that threatens the very 
integrity of the right to expression. 
Though the NBA’s stances on social 
justice were emphatic and loud, it 
now seems timid and tentative be-
cause billions of dollars in revenue 
are at stake. 

It is understandable for the NBA 
to be unsure of what to do when 
there is overwhelming pressure from 
both the Chinese government and 
American fanbase, as well as con-
flicting economic and political in-
centives. However, the NBA should 
make the tough decision to deci-
sively stand with Daryl Morey and 
his free speech in order to appeal to 
American values and stay principled 
in its actions given the precedent 
they have set with prior political is-
sues.

Courtesy of Slam

how soccer has shaped him, saying 
that it has helped him understand 
how people all over the world can 
bond over one sport.

Both Mott and Murray also take 
their roles as captains very serious-
ly. According to Murray, being 
captain is about being there “to 
help teammates recover from mis-
takes or bring issues to light.” It is 
“just a reason to push forward and 
be the best I can be,” he said. As a 
IV Former, Murray also feels a lot 
of responsibility.

 “I’m still learning from every-
one,” he said, “I’m not perfect and 
neither [is anyone else], but to-
gether we can both improve.”

For Mott, being in this position 

means a lot, since it is a part of his 
family’s legacy at Lawrenceville. 
His father, Andrew Mott ’85, was 
captain of the Boys Varsity Soccer 
team in 1984 to 1985, and his old-
er brother, Jefferson Mott ’18, was 
also a captain in his V Form year. 
“It’s a huge honor that our family 
can continue to hold such a high 
standard for soccer,” Mott said, 
“and it proves that the Motts are 
doing something right.”

Looking ahead, each captain has 
different views on playing soccer 
at the collegiate level. Mott has 
always had a dream of playing soc-
cer in college. Unfortunately, as he 
went through the recruiting pro-
cess last year, he found that he had 
no interest in attending any of the 
colleges that wanted him for soc-
cer. Therefore, Mott has decided to 
play club soccer in the future. On 
the other hand, Murray would love 
to play soccer for a college team. 
And when asked the question, 
“track or soccer?”  Murray would 
ideally like to do both in college.

With only a few games left in 
the season, the team hopes to fin-
ish strong, despite some obstacles 
it has encountered so far. 

“I like to focus on how well the 
team actually plays the game, re-
gardless of the score on the score-
board,” Mott said. Echoing Mott’s 
sentiment, Murray said, “We’ve 
come a long way this fall, and 
that’s really what I enjoy most—
just seeing our team and other 
teams play each other really well, 
play good soccer, and grow while 
we’re at it.”
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Meet the Girls Field Hockey Captains - MCT Champs
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This year, the Lawrenceville Girls 
Varsity Field Hockey team is led by 
Co-captains Lizzie Huesman ’20 and 
Grace Faircloth ’20. Huesman, who 
has played on Lawrenceville’s varsity 
team for all four of her years at Law-
renceville, plays midfielder, and Fair-
cloth, who has been on varsity since 
her III Form year, is a defender.

Huesman started playing field 
hockey in sixth grade on her school’s 
middle school team, but “field hockey 
was definitely not [her] first priority.” 
Huesman played travel soccer, basket-
ball, lacrosse, and competitive tennis 
but stopped enjoying those sports, 
“so [she] quit [her] travel teams and 
joined a field hockey team.” On her 
club team, Jersey Intensity, Huesman, 
who was one of the less experienced 
girls on the team, said, “I was the nov-
ice of the team, but I had super amaz-
ing coaches that taught me so much 
about the sport and allowed me to 

learn the game so well.” 
Faircloth, who only started play-

ing field hockey at Lawrenceville her 
II Form year, has an extensive back-
ground in lacrosse. Through middle 
school, Faircloth’s main focus was 
lacrosse, as she had to keep up with 
practicing most days of the week and 
weekend. Although she never played 
field hockey before Lawrenceville, 
Faircloth quickly picked up the sport 

because there is a lot of crossover be-
tween the two sports, and her field 
awareness in lacrosse transferred well 
to field hockey. These skills helped 
Faircloth make the varsity team her 
III form year.

In Huesman and Faircloth’s II Form 
year at Lawrenceville, the Lawrencev-
ille Girls Varsity Field Hockey team 
had 12 seniors leading the team. As 
the team lost those seniors the follow-

ing year, Huesman had to transition 
from a bench player in her II Form to 
a starter in her III Form year, which 
she did with the guidance of Girls 
Varsity Field Hockey Coach Lisa 
Ewanchyna. Huesman said, “Coach 
Ewanchyna takes a bunch of athletic 
girls and teaches them the sport… us-
ing the traits of hustle and aggression 
from other sports and applying them 
to field hockey.” Faircloth resonated 
this message and said, “When I first 
came here, there were a ton of upper-
classmen who were true field hockey 
players and had amazing stick skills, 
but now, we have a ton of great ath-
letes and Ewanchyna takes these great 
athletes and makes them great field 
hockey players.” 

As a co-captain, Huesman works to 
“create an atmosphere where everyone 
knows they can be themselves and 
that they can come to field hockey and 
treat it as an escape from their outside 
stresses.” Huesman and Faircloth fill 
each other’s leadership gaps with Fair-
cloth working to boost team morale 

and Huesman communicating Coach 
Ewanchyna’s advice on the field. Fair-
cloth said that one of the things she 
focuses on as a captain is “reminding 
[her] teammates to just get out there 
and have fun because that’s what high 
school sports are about.”

The team’s goal this year is to win 
the triple crown, comprising of the 
Mid-Atlantic Prep League Champi-
onships, the New Jersey State Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association State 
Championships, and the Mercer 
County Tournament, as well as to 
create a positive team environment. 
The team has already taken a step to-
wards these goals, winning the Mercer 
County Tournament in a tight 1-0 
victory in the championship game 
over Stuart Country Day School. One 
of Faircloth’s goals is “leaving behind 
a legacy as a team… some of [her] 
closest friends have come from field 
hockey, and [she is] proud to wear the 
jersey because of everyone that wore 
it before [her] and everyone that will 
wear it in the future.” 

Girls Tennis Beats Blair

ooby UdoMritthirUj ’21

This past Saturday, the Girls 
Varsity Tennis Team won 7-0 
against Blair Academy, furthering 
Big Red to 13-0 this season. Some of 
the players faced familiar opponents 
as the team had faced Blair two 
days prior to the match at the New 
Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (NJISAA) Tournament 
last Saturday where Lawrenceville 
tied for first place with The Pingry 
School. 

Many of the matches’ scores 
were not particularly competitive, 
but Blair still put up a formidable 

challenge for the team. The singles 
lineup featured many blowouts 
in Lawrenceville’s favor, second-
ranked Aarushi Attray ’23 won 6-0, 
6-1; third-ranked Piper Harrell ’22 
won 6-1, 6-0; fourth-ranked Lauren 
McKinnon ’21 won 6-2, 6-2; and 
fifth-ranked Christabelle Sutter 
’23 won 6-3, 6-2. Big Red’s success 
continued in the doubles matches, 
as first-seeded Sabrina Yeung ’22 
and Tiffany Yeung ’22 won 8-4. 
At second-seed, McKinnon and 
Harrell rolled to an 8-0 victory, and 
at the third-seed, Sutter and Louise 
West ’21 triumphed 8-3. 

The highlights of the day came 

in the first-seeded and sixth-seeded 
singles matches, where Sabrina 
Yeung and West both mounted 
impressive comebacks against their 
opponents. In the sixth-ranked 
singles match, Louise dropped her 
first set 2-6 and was near defeat in 
the second set down 1-4, but turned 
the tables by winning five games 
in a row, ending the set 6-4 in her 
favor. The third set was decided by 
a 10-point tiebreaker, which West 
won handily, 10-3.

In the top-ranked singles spot, 
Sabrina Yeung played a close back-
and-forth match. In a close first set, 
Sabrina Yeung almost came back 
from being down 4-1, but fell short 
in a narrow 5-7 loss. In the second 
set, she bounced back with a 6-2 win. 
That set’s score was not indicative 
of how the set played out, as the 
Blair opponent was going shot for 
shot with Yeung, eventually leading 
to the deciding tiebreaker. The two 
sides traded points for most of the 
tiebreaker, with Sabrina Yeung 
eventually triumphing 10-8 in the 
match of the day.

The team will compete in the Mid-
Atlantic Prep League (MAPL) 
Championships this Sunday at 
Mercersburg Academy, where it 
will attempt to defend its title from 
last year. 

joshUa ciGoianU ’22

On Saturday, October 12, Kenyan 
long-distance runner Eliud Kipchoge 
made history by running the world’s 
first marathon in under two hours, 
with an unofficial time of 1:59:40.2 
recorded at the Inspec Ethylene 
Oxide Specialities (INEOS) 1:59 
Challenge in Vienna, Austria. 
Throughout the race, Kipchoge was 
supported by pacemakers and lasers, 
which kept him at his target speed. 
The pacemakers included many of 
the most decorated marathoners in 
the world running in front of him 
to minimize any wind drag and to 
help him maintain a blistering 4:34 
average mile pace.

Kipchoge’s legendary achievement 
has major implications for the 
world. He effectively redefined 
the potential of human beings, 
not just in the athletic world, but 
in all fields. Breaking two hours 
was previously thought to be an 
unattainable accomplishment. Now, 
he is inspiring not only runners, but 
people in general to disregard any 
preconceived limitations of human 
endeavors and accomplish more 
than what was previously thought 
to be possible.

For Kenya, Kipchoge has become 
an athlete to rally around and 

support—a national icon amidst 
the nation’s difficult times. Kipchoge 
has helped restore a sense of pride 
to Kenya, as millions in his home 
country cheered him on during his 
race of a lifetime, lifting the spirits 
of a nation whose government 
has let the people down amid its 
dysfunction.

Without a doubt, Kipchoge’s 
record-breaking run is not only a 
spectacular feat but also has had 
major positive implications on the 
world and will have many more 
to come. Now, one must not only 
keep an eye out for Kipchoge, but 
for anyone who tops this major 
accomplishment—one that has 
redefined the limitations of human 
capability.  

Breaking Two Hours

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School


