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IV Formers Cast VP Finalist Votes

HELEN LIU’22 
& TIFFANY YEUNG ’22

NEWS ASSOCIATES 
& SABRINA YEUNG ’22

Finalists will speak in front of the School on Wednesday, May 6. 

A Look Ahead into a 
Virtual Alumni Weekend
For the safety of the students, 

alumni, and staff during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Lawrenceville 
is hosting this year’s Alumni 
Weekend virtually starting on 
Wednesday, April 29, and ending 
on Sunday, May 2, 2020.

To start off Alumni Weekend, 
all members of the Lawrenceville 
community, including alumni 
and parents, were invited to an 
Earth Week chat this Wednesday 
hosted by Tia Nelson, the Direc-
tor for Climate Programs for the 
Outrider Foundation and the 
daughter of Earth Day founder, 
Gaylord Nelson. Many members 
of the school community joined 
Tia Nelson in celebrating the 
50th anniversary of Earth Day.

 Alumni also had the chance 
to participate in a Body By Der-
rick (BBD) workout on Thursday, 
May 1, hosted by Director of 
Dance Derrick Wilder. 

The majority of the virtual 
events will take place on Friday, 
beginning with a campus update 
at 4:00 PM by Head Master Ste-
phen Murray H’54 ‘55 ‘65 ‘16 
P’16 ‘21. 

Alumni will then have the 
chance to “Go Back to Class” and 
attend a multitude of webinars 
hosted by faculty members on 
Zoom. There will be three differ-
ent online classes, including “The 
Times They Are a-Changin’: 
Dylan’s Nobel Prize in Literature” 
with English Master Pier Koois-
tra H’14 P’20; “Abraham Lincoln 
and the Election of 1864” with 
History and Economics Master-
Regan Kerney H’49 ’95 ’98 ’99 ’03 
’11; and “Is Biology Destiny? The 
Relationship Between our Genes 
and the Environment” with Chair 
of the Science Department Ilana 
Saxe.

Reflecting on the importance 
of these classes, Kooistra said, 

“When they come back to their 
beloved alma mater, one of the 
things they want to experience 
again is the academic dimen-
sion...interestingly, they really 
want to go back to school.”

While the number of events 
has been cut down, Kooistra re-
mains positive for the upcoming 
weekend. “Generally, I don’t an-
ticipate problems...because our 
alumni are such warm, bright, 
curious and enterprising people, 
and they tend to be so gener-
ously disposed to others. No mat-
ter what happens in one of these 
Alumni Weekend get-togethers, 
great things will still happen,” 
said Kooistra. 

Finally, alumni will join mem-
bers of their class in a “Virtual 
Class Happy Hour” to celebrate 
their reunion. “They’ll get a 
chance to go around the class 
and tell everybody what they’ve 
been doing,” explained Director 
of Alumni Relations John Gore 
Jr. H’61 ’64. Reflecting on cer-
tain benefits to holding an online 
Alumni Weekend, Gore said, 
“Actually, one of the fun parts 
about this is people will have an 
opportunity to show somebody 
their pet dog, or cat, or intro-
duce somebody to their children 
online, things that they wouldn’t 
have done if they had gone to 
alumni weekend..., so there’s 
some upsides to this as well,” said 
Gore. 

Looking ahead to future Alum-
ni Weekends, Gore said, “We’ve 
asked them to come back next 
spring to join with the class that 
ends with 1s and 6s. I’m often 
asked, as the Alumni Director, 
‘I’d like to come back to campus 
and I wish the neighboring classes 
would be there too, so I can see my 
friends that are a year above me, 
or below me’...so giving them a 
chance to have a reunion together 
[has] been an upside of this.”

Turning to Lville for 
Comfort 

Katherine Xiong ’19 
reflects on the strength 
and supportiveness of the 
Lawrenceville community 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Tidying Up: A Big 
Red Inventory

Yiannis Vandris ’17 
reminisces on the joys of 
Lawrenceville and how his 
transformative experience 
has influenced him. 
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IV Formers Alper Canberk, Rana 
Myneni, and John Weaver were 
voted as finalists for Vice President 
of Academics from six candidates; 
Sunjay Riener, Katie Li, and Andrew 
Lau were voted as finalists for Vice 
President of Honor from nine can-
didates; and Annabelle Rustum and 
Caroline Foster were voted as finalists 
for Vice President of Social Life by 
the IV Form class this past Thursday.

Academic Representative of the 
Woodhull House Canberk hopes to 
solve age-old problems with modern 
solutions. His platform focuses on 
three main points: the Houseletter, 
a Club Skip Day, and virtual peer 
tutoring. Canberk has already coded a 
Houseletter email which will inform 
students of their meal choices for 
that day. Online peer tutoring will 
similarly be designed by Canberk, 
allowing all students to reach out to 
tutors from the comfort of their room. 
He also hopes to implement a “Club 
Skip Day,” which will allow students 
to miss an athletic requirement once 
every two to three weeks to attend 
club activities.

Myneni’s platform contains initia-
tives that are both “achievable and 
realistic.” His ideas strive to ensure 
that academics remain manageable. 
In terms of academic success, he 
hopes to expand peer tutoring, open 
alternative study spaces, and to start 
an academic council. Myneni also 
aims to restructure the 24-hour pass 
so it can “roll over” to other terms if 
unused. As for mental health initia-
tives, Myneni wants to work with the 
rest of Student Council to “decrease 
stress and pressure across all aspects 
of life.” 

As Vice President of Academics, 

Weaver aims to reacclimate students 
back to campus life after virtual spring. 
He hopes to give students a “clean 
slate” in the fall term by making the 
first major assignment ungraded. A 
central component of his argument 
deals with promoting a strong and 
healthy academic community through 
a school-wide spelling bee competi-
tion and LQ Trivia contests during 
school meetings. To promote motiva-
tion, Weaver plans to hold an optional 
Saturday study hall to give students a 
quiet space to complete work.

As the Vice President of Honor 
and Discipline, Riener hopes that 
he can provide support for all stu-
dents while helping them through 
any issues. Riener understands that 
“Lawrenceville is a stressful place” 
and how taxing going through the 
Disciplinary Process is. He hopes to 
“reinstall honor representatives in all 
the Houses” to provide more accessible 
forms of support. He also wants to 
promote transparency and clarifica-
tion of ambiguous School rules in 
hopes of preventing any accidental 
violations of School rules.

Li’s main goal as the Vice Presi-
dent of Honor and Discipline is to 
improve the overall mental health of 
Lawrenceville students. She aims to 
make the disciplinary process simpler 
and to make Lawrenceville a “more 
comfortable and unified community.” 
Li hopes to have a mental wellness 
presentation given by the infirmary 
counselors at school meeting. She also 
wants to create an anonymous text or 
email system for the students with 
counselors. In addition, she wants to 
promote transparency by providing 
“relevant statistics” and through hold-
ing “monthly town hall” meetings.

As Vice President of Honor and 
Discipline, Lau aims to make the 
honor system more transparent. His 
main goals include clarifying the 

DC process and School Rules and 
organizing more open discussions 
regarding the Honor system. He 
hopes to create a “concrete proba-
tional program” to shorten probation 
periods. Lau also hopes to “organize 
more in-depth discussions between 
the Honor Council and the admin-
istration” to facilitate communication 
about the effectiveness of old and 
new policies. 

As the Vice President of Social 
Life, Rustum hopes that she can 
help “make Lawrenceville social 
again.” To combat poor turnout at 
School events, she wants to include 
the student body’s voice by giving 
students the ability to reflect on past 
events while also providing House 
Cup points as an incentive. Addition-
ally, she hopes to create a Social Life 
Council to plan events like a winter 
House Olympics to sustain School 
spirit throughout the entire School 
year. Rustum also wants to implement 
a paint and chalk wall, “a Connected 
Campus Initiative to promote unity, 
more under-the-lights games, and a 
student social space.”

Carter House Social Representa-
tive Foster wants to increase student 
participation in campus-wide events 
and school spirit. A spirit team led 
by seniors “similar to captains or 
prefects” will lead the entire school 
in support of all teams and events. 
In addition, to ensure that students 
will not have to “choose between 
studying and supporting their peers 
and going out to social events,” Foster 
aims to lighten the homework loads 
on weekends such as Hill Weekend 
or Homecoming. By collaborating 
with all groups on campus, she hopes 
to drive participation and enthusiasm 
in new and existing social activities. 

All finalists will speak at school 
meeting next Wednesday, May 6.

Entrepreneur, 
Singer, Lawrentian
Shreya Kumar ’20 learns 
about Lawrenceville’s 
influences on Monica 
Yunus’s ’95 professional 
singing career.
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RICHARD ZHOU ’22 
NEWS ASSOCIATE

Murray will provide a campus update to the 
alumni.
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One of the biggest com-
plaints circulating with-
in our community is the 

excessive amount of homework 
that teachers have been assigning. 
Everywhere on Snapchat, Insta-
gram, and private messages, we are 
grumbling about the number of 
hours we have to sit at our desks 
and think about school. Even after 
the administration responded to 
our needs by reducing the home-
work time per class, we still find 
fault in the system and complain 
about not having enough time for 
our families, Netflix, and friends. 
But this begs the question, how 
much is too much? How much 
does Lawrenceville have to cut 
down on our schoolwork in order 
for us to be satisfied?

It seems as if we will never be 
completely satisfied. The reality is, 
we are still in school and we are 
not on vacation. Although Law-
renceville has already empathized 
with its students by simplifying 
its spring curricula, we cannot 
forget that we still need to com-
plete a certain number of require-
ments to graduate. Our teachers 
cannot abandon their syllabi and 
tailor their teaching to all of our 
needs simply because we learn 
from home; in truth, we will only 
continue to find imperfections 
and criticize the lack of normal-
cy when, currently, nothing in the 
world is ordinary. Moreover, our 
parents are paying a hefty tuition 
for us to learn, not for us to solely 
sit in bed and watch TV. We are 
privileged enough to have dedi-
cated teachers for us to frequently 

work with, an exemplary curricu-
lum, and rare online resources that 
most students do not get to enjoy. 
As Headmaster Murray often 
notes, if Lawrentians won’t make 
the most out of these opportuni-
ties and facilities, then who will?

Though some may be disgrun-
tled with the workload at the mo-
ment, if we step back and take a 
look at the bigger picture, we are 
spending the same amount of 
time, if not less, on academics than 
we would be on campus. 

Nevertheless, our student body 
is scattered across the world, and 
each one of us may be dealing with 
different circumstances at home.

It is understandable that with 
such unregulated schedules, some 
of us may be complaining because 
of procrastination; we lack the 
motivation to start our assign-
ments, and by doing so, we wait 
until the last minute. Thus, it is not 
the heavy workload that is causing 
our dissatisfaction; instead, it is 
the lack of a regimen. Researching 
ways to stay organized, creating a 
workable daily schedule to follow, 
or occasionally moving our work-
ing environment are all possible 
ways to help ourselves stay focused 
and productive. Furthermore, the 
School can also provide tools for 
us to effectively manage our time, 
whether that be organizing online 
study sessions in groups or hosting 
an event where we can work with 
faculty to build schedules that are 
tailored to our unique circum-
stances. 

We need to acknowledge that 
not everyone has the privilege 

MICHAEL ZHANG’ 21

The Internet has been busy 
churning out truckloads of 
coronavirus myths, ranging 

from the innocuous (holding your 
breath for 10 seconds means you’re 
safe) to the downright deadly (drink-
ing bleach cures coronavirus). Amidst 
all of the confusion, our president cer-
tainly hasn’t been helping prevent this 
flurry of rumors—he has frequently 
disagreed with his expert staff and 
made unfounded claims. This wave 
of misinformation has been spread-
ing like, well, a pandemic, and has 
been often dubbed an “infodemic.” It 
is primarily caused by the mass panic 

regarding COVID-19 but more im-
portantly, fueled by a lack of consensus 
from federal leadership regarding ba-
sic facts. In times of crisis, the govern-
ment ought to be a reliable source of 
information and a beacon of stability, 
primarily presenting verifiable facts 
and soothing mass panic. Yet the cur-
rent administration is failing in that 

duty. 
Experts and governments across 

the world have been stunned by the 
speed at which coronavirus has spread 
around the world and scrambled to 
understand the pandemic. This infor-
mation gap has left the world with a 
deadly virus at their doorstep and no 
cure in sight, understandably causing a 
wave of panic. Furthermore, the wide-
spread practice of social distancing 
has left many neighborhoods quiet 
and streets deserted, creating an 
eerie silence that only has fuelled 
fears. People flock to the in-
ternet with answers, 

w h e r e 
they are confront-
ed by a plethora of false 
information. It’s not like mis-
information on the Internet is a new 
phenomenon. Trolls and conspiracy 
theorists have been a part of Internet 
culture for its whole existence. Our 
current administration, in particular, 
has been particularly fond of taking 
to the Twitter-sphere for making 
bold claims, many of which have no 
basis in fact or even reason. Howev-
er, amidst this coronavirus epidemic, 
our government cannot even publicly 
agree with itself on the basic facts re-
garding COVID-19.

President Trump has horrified ex-

of living in a financially stable 
household. Moreover, some of us 
may have other family obligations, 
chores to complete, or the burden 
of not knowing what the future 
entails; thus, we may conclude that 
reducing our academic workload 
helps to alleviate these worries by 
giving us less to manage on our 
plates. But for all we know, home-
work might not be completely to 
blame. Perhaps, a lack of access to 
emotional support might be the 
primary issue. If so, not only can 
we utilize our school’s health and 
wellness resources by contacting 
our counselors, but the admin-
istration should also take this 
opportunity to focus more on at-
tending to students’ mental health.

Indubitably, these are challeng-
ing times. Not only are we, the 
student body, facing a myriad of 
changes, but our school is too. We 
simply have to accept that our cur-
rent circumstances do not allow us 
to enjoy all the privileges that we 
get at Lawrenceville. If some of us 
are dealing with other challenges 
aside from work, then we can try 
to consult with our advisors or 
work out a compromise with our 
teachers. Whichever ways we go 
about overcoming our individual 
challenges, we cannot expect to 
relax more than usual. We are still 
students, responsible for complet-
ing our educations, even if the sit-
uation is difficult. 

This editorial represents the ma-
jority view of The Lawrence, Vol 
CXXXIX

perts from the FDA and CDC with 
his own “expert advice,” which have 
included miscellaneous cures such as 
injecting patients with 
disinfectants 
and drinking 
bleach. He 
has also heav-

ily promoted the use of the antima-
larial drug hydroxychloroquine, a drug 
the FDA has not formally approved 
for the treatment of coronavirus due 
to risks of heart dysrhythmia. Because 
of this, many scared citizens have fol-
lowed the President’s suggestions in a 
misguided act of trust, a decision that 
has caused already-burdened emer-
gency rooms to be flooded with poi-
soned victims. While misinformation 
from our current administration has 

been going on for years, it now has the 
potential to cost lives as it only adds to 
the chaos caused by COVID-19. 

The infodemic caused by our un-
responsive government has led to a 
domino-effect of misinformation. 
Media outlets regurgitated the Pres-
ident’s false claims across the Internet, 

allowing the “advice” to 
reach confused and 

panicked Amer-
icans at an 

e x -

po-
n e n -

tial rate. 
P e o p l e 

d e s p e r a t e 
for advice 

and answers are 
now being told by 

the President to inject them-
selves with disinfectant or take ran-
dom drugs—and some of them are 
listening. After the press conference 
in which Trump touted disinfectant 
injections as an effective counter-
measure to coronavirus, over 30 New 
Yorkers ingested bleach or other types 
of disinfectant and called poison con-
trol. Despite the clear danger behind 
Trump’s recommendation, Americans 
continue to heed our President’s ad-
vice; for example, after he advocated 
for the use of the non-FDA approved 
hydroxychloroquine, online demand 

for the drug surged 1000%. If the 
government continues to disseminate 
unreliable information, the disastrous 
fallout could lengthen our nation’s re-
covery by weeks, if not months. Not 
only will the false facts undermine 
efforts to combat COVID-19 and 
keep the public safe, but they also 
undermine the federal government’s 
authority and trustworthiness. In the 
future, Americans may be less likely to 
trust the federal government during a 
crisis.

However, it’s not too late for the 
government to make amends. Our 
current administration is present-
ed with a rare opportunity to lead a 
struggling America back from a crisis. 
As our nation inches its way towards 

recovery, Congress ought to issue 
more comprehensive and well-re-
searched guidelines regarding health 
and safety. In doing so, our leaders are 
stamping out misinformation and its 
harmful side effects by retaking its role 
as the ultimate source of reliable infor-
mation, something that we all desper-
ately need amidst this ongoing crisis.

Infodemic: The Misinformation Plague
The Failure of Government to Provide Accurate Information in Covid-19 Fight

Min Kim ’21/THE LAWRENCE

––––––––
While misinformation from 
our current administration 
has been going on for year, it 
now has the potential to cost 
lives as it only adds to the chaos 

caused by COVID-19.  
––––––––
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––––––––
If the government continues 
to disseminate unreliable 
information, the disastrous 
fallout could lengthen our 
nation’s recovery by weeks, if 

not months.   
––––––––
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Alumni Reflections: Class of 2019
Turning To Lawrenceville For Comfort in Crisis

KATHERINE XIONG ’19 
138TH BOARD CO-OPINIONS EDITOR

KEVIN XIAO ’19 
 

The Value of a Liberal Arts Education

You have to stop mak-
ing bread,” my sister 
said one morning, slic-

ing herself a piece of sourdough 
toast. “I mean it.” 

She was right. Two days after 
we baked that sourdough, I had 
managed to plow through half a 
five-pound bag of flour making 
far more steamed buns than a 
house of three people could eat. 
One day of baking had halved 
our precious flour supply. Yet I 
couldn’t keep myself out of the 
kitchen.

I’ve been stuck in this baking 
frenzy throughout the entirety 
of my time social distancing. 
Nothing about that statement 
is normal. Social distancing 
obviously isn’t normal. My bak-
ing habit isn’t normal: I wasn’t 
a baker before quarantine and 
probably won’t stay one after-
ward. The way I’ve spent quar-
antine slowly losing all sense 
of ordered time and space isn’t 
“normal” self-quarantine, a con-
cept I can’t define beyond the 
fact that it seems to involve reg-
ular social contact with college 
friends outside of Zoom classes 
and attempting to maintain our 
old lifestyles. Only the most ag-
gressively stable people I know 
seem to have achieved this level 
of “normalcy.”

I’m self-aware enough to 
know what this baking habit 

means, though: I’m still looking 
for a sign that things around 
me are changing in permanent 
ways, trying to find my way 
out of my denial of the current 
situation. I know that bread 
will not unbake itself and that 
dough will not un-rise. In con-
trast, the whole of my first year 
of college—now characterized 
more by half-packed suitcases, 
WeChat updates from fam-
ily locked down near Wuhan, 
and half-baked goodbyes to 
friends I still barely know—has 

faded into a hazy, meaningless 
dream. The streets of my college 
town, slowly filled with valuable 
memories over the course of a 
year, have reverted into the tan-
gle of anonymous storefronts I 
saw from the car window when 
I arrived in September. In this 
compressed space, this liminal 
time, I have reverted to the self 
I was when I left this house in 
September. Everything my first 
year of college was or was sup-
posed to be seems to be gone.

Maybe it’s fitting, then, that 
I’ve found myself turning back 
to Lawrenceville for comfort. 
When my days aren’t divided 
between cooking time and 
avoiding work, they’re filled 
by updates on social media. 
Among those updates are all 
the Lawrenceville accounts I 
still follow—my underclass-
men friends, of course, whose 
lives I only see through Insta-
gram nowadays, but also Law-
renceville’s own accounts. I’ve 
paged through the Bunn Li-
brary’s book recommendations, 
laughed at the daily mishaps of 
the newborn lambs at the Big 
Red Farm, marveled at the fact 
that The Lawrence’s new Board 
decided to start their tenure 
over Zoom. I’ve seen Law-
renceville’s official account an-
nounce writing workshops or-
ganized by Working Title, The 
Lit, and the Creative Writing 
Club and realized that, yes, the 
things I loved at Lawrenceville 
have lived on and grown unfa-
miliar. That even as my college 
experience unravels, the fact 
that Lawrenceville continues to 
change has, paradoxically, kept 
it the community I remember.

I live seven minutes away 
from Lawrenceville, close 
enough to drive there and back 
without my family noticing I’ve 
been gone. I haven’t tried it, of 
course. There’s nothing to be 
gained from wandering a cam-
pus on lockdown when all the 
things I’d promised myself I’d 
do if I visited—pet the farm 
cats, Bioblitz in the pond, sneak 
into consult to pester my old 
teachers—are no longer pos-
sible. Yet Lawrenceville’s in-
creased social media presence 
in this time, amplified by my 
increased awareness of it, feels 
more than ever like a signal that 
the world is still turning. As I 
turn to Lawrenceville for com-
fort, I realize just how much I 
miss it. As I struggle through 

the COVID-19 crisis, I have a 
renewed appreciation and love 
for the active Lawrenceville 
community. Even though I have 
graduated and gone off to col-
lege, I find that my high school 
family still manages to support 
me and keep me afloat.

Two weeks ago, the Facebook 
group chat the 138th Lawrence 
Board once used for general 

communications lit up with a 
flurry of messages—something 
about a Lawrence 139/140 
Zoom call someone wanted 
us to join. Gladly throwing 
three days’ worth of backed-up 
homework aside, I clicked on 
the link to find that at least half 
of the people in the call were 
from 138. It was the first time 
so many of us had been in one 
place since Thanksgiving.

As the remnants of 139th 
and 140th Board trickled out, 
I couldn’t help but wonder if 
everyone was here for the same 
reason I was: not just for the 
sake of nostalgia, but for a con-
firmation that before we left for 
college, we had been part of this 
paper together; that 139’s tran-
sition into 140 proved that this 
paper was no longer ours; that 
we really had moved on, even 
if the stagnancy of the present 
made it hard to tell. As I turn 
to the Lawrenceville commu-
nity for comfort, I realize just 
how valuable my experiences 
and friendships were—and how 
much I miss them. I see that 
while I may have graduated, my 
Lawrenceville experience isn’t 
over. No matter the crisis, the 
Lawrenceville community—
comprised of current students, 
past students, and even teach-
ers—will continue to lift me up.

The day after that Zoom call, 
with a fresh batch of dough 
resting in the kitchen cabinet, 
I stepped outside for the first 
time in weeks. The trees, bare as 
winter just weeks ago, were now 
feathered in green.

What should we do if we’re 
done with this quiz?”

“Turn your paper over, 
close your eyes, and meditate on the 
value of a liberal arts education.”

Although it’s taken me many years, 
I have begun to understand what Mr. 
Morrow meant by a liberal arts educa-
tion. In that freshman year Latin class 
with Mr. Morrow, I learned about 
many things: different types of apples 
and their taste profiles, the various 
specimens of trees lining the Circle, 
and nearly everything except Latin. 
Yet I gained much more than merely 
a rigorous academic curriculum. I just 
didn’t see it then.

When I arrived at Lawrenceville, 
I thought every high school educa-
tion was the same. After all, don’t we 
all learn the same things in chemistry, 
play the same sports, and perform in 
the same Christmas concerts? But 
after four years at Lawrenceville and 

especially after talking with my class-
mates in college, I realized that we 
have access to invaluable opportuni-
ties that no one else has. Our access 
to these resources is the hallmark of 
a liberal arts education. That is what 
sets Lawrenceville apart from the 
thousands of other high schools in the 
United States and around the world.

Lawrentians excel at many things. 
Girls’ field hockey, House spirit, and 
starting new student publications 
certainly rank high on the list. But I 
would argue that above all else, Law-
rentians excel at being busy. From 
classes to sports to clubs, we are al-
ways doing something. We fill every 
waking hour with workouts and ser-
vice projects, juggle multiple overlap-
ping Google calendars, and sprint to 
our houses just to make it in time for 
check-in each night. Life on Zoom 
only promises to amplify this ten-
dency. Yet many of us overwork and 
overextend ourselves for the wrong 
reasons. We sign up for clubs and 
classes not to discover something new, 
but to add an extra line to our college 

applications. In doing so, however, we 
fail to take full advantage of the liberal 
arts education that Lawrenceville of-
fers us.

In fact, we often do things just to be 
busy. I know; I certainly lamented my 
fair share of sleepless nights and end-
less to-do lists. Whether it’s to pad our 
résumés (or, more likely, college appli-
cations), free time can feel like a waste. 
But in this time of pass/fail grading, 
where we no longer need to budget 
time for scrambling from Irwin to 
Noyes, this is the perfect time to re-
flect on the Lawrenceville experience. 
Slow down. Stop. Before you dismiss 
this as a load of malarkey and return to 
your search for the next Netflix show 
to binge, use this extraordinary time 
of self-isolation to ask one question. 
What has Lawrenceville taught me 
about myself?

Sure, founding a new community 
service club might make you feel ac-
complished and keep your parents 
off your back. Certainly, writing a 
three-part thesis might get you an A 
in third-Form English. Of course, just 
showing up and blindly participating 
is ninety percent of Lawrenceville. We 
can apply these formulas blindly and 
frequently in our lives, checking all the 
boxes and hitting all the tangible mea-
sures of academic, extracurricular, and 
personal achievement. But it doesn’t 
mean we should. After all, what does it 
matter if you achieve the results you’ve 
always wanted and arrived at your des-
tination without knowing why you’re 
there? 

Lawrenceville is much more than 
course syllabi, club fundraisers, and 
House traditions. Likewise, college is 
much more than lectures, parties, and 
secret societies. Both provide us with 
the chance to explore what we want, 
understand why we do what we do, 
and live our lives as our own—not 
necessarily how our parents, or our 
college counselors for that matter, 
imagined. The classes and activities at 
Lawrenceville are worth more than a 
sentence on a college application; they 
are opportunities for growth and dis-
covery that we must take advantage of.

To this day, Mr. Morrow’s instruc-
tion is a vivid reminder of the limit-
less opportunity of Lawrenceville. To 
me, it is impossible to nail down what 
a liberal arts education is because it 
means something different for every-
one. There are countless activities and 
classes to choose from, each with the 
potential to change our way of think-
ing. If we take advantage of the system 
by exploring new interests and lean-
ing into every opportunity, then our 
Lawrenceville education has been a 
success. So, close your eyes. Meditate 
on the value of a liberal arts education.

Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE

––––––––
No matter the crisis, 
the Lawrenceville 

community—
comprised of current 

students, past students, 
and even teachers—

will continue to lift me 
up.

––––––––

––––––––
Even as my 

college experience 
unravels, the fact 

that Lawrenceville 
continues to change 

has, paradoxically, kept 
it the community I 

remember.
––––––––

––––––––
We can apply these 

formulas blindly and 
frequently in our lives, 

checking all the boxes and 
hitting all the tangible 
measures of academic, 
extracurricular, and 

personal achievement. 
But it doesn’t mean we 

should.
––––––––
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the many horrifying consequences: 
increases in vector disease trans-
missions such as mosquito-borne 
illnesses, rising sea levels that will 
submerge many major coastal cities 
and create more “climate refugees,” 
and the rising temperatures that may 
eventually make all species—includ-
ing us—go extinct.     

In the post-pandemic world, 
traditional economic reopening 
programs will certainly damage 
ecosystems more than ever before 
as businesses boost their produc-
tions to revive the markets. We are 
at a crossroads here, and our choice 
determines our future. We either 
build up green businesses and tackle 
climate change, another potential 
global disaster, or allow traditional 
businesses to continue polluting our 
environment for short-sighted goals. 

Thus, governments and investors 
should support the development 
of clean energy and green indus-
tries during this pandemic that can 
provide a large portion of the job 
opportunities required for the un-
employed. This “green stimulus” 
solution upholds all three pillars of 
sustainability: not only does it revive 
the economy by creating new jobs 
and technologies for the market, it 
also fosters environmental protec-
tion, improved public health, and 
social wellbeing. We could emerge 
stronger and better than ever in the 
post-pandemic world, but only if we 
tackle the fallouts from the corona-
virus with sustainable rather than 
expedient measures.

Sustainability in the Pandemic Stricken World
ALISTAIR LAM ’23

OPINIONS ASSOCIATE

Last Wednesday was the 50th 
anniversary of Earth Day and 
the first Earth Day without 

major gatherings worldwide, thanks 
to COVID-19 lockdowns. 

Ironically, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), around 
the same time as Earth Day, an-
nounced the loosening of a series 
of environmental restrictions for 
many industries, including air and 
water pollution, supposedly to alle-
viate some of their financial burdens. 
The most fervent supporters of these 
relaxations are of course the oil and 
coal industries, using the coronavirus 
economic crisis as an excuse to justi-
fy the need for lifting environmental 
restrictions. Soon after the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) announced their findings on 
how the virus survives on surfaces 
longer than scientists have previous-
ly estimated, the plastic industry was 
also quick to claim that single-use 
plastic products are more hygienic 
and are better options to stop the 
spread compared to environmentally 
friendly reusable products. It was 
a clear attempt to roll back the ef-
forts made by environmental aware-
ness organizations against the use of 
plastics over the past few years. In 
fact, the plastic industry emerged as 
a victor—many states, including Illi-
nois, Massachusetts, New York, Or-
egon, and Washington, have placed 
their plastic ban legislation on hold 

due to such so-called “hygiene con-
cerns.”

All of these actions are based sole-
ly on one cause: the coronavirus. Yet 
are we justified in using COVID-19 
as an excuse? 

The EPA’s actions seem to be more 
detrimental than beneficial in the 
long run, as it could nullify the 50 
years of progress and hard work that 
Earth Day’s massive public aware-
ness campaigns have prompted. 
Instead of relaxing environmental 
restrictions on businesses to sustain 
the economy, governments should 
support the clean and green in-
dustries and sectors to revive the 
economy and provide a “green 
stimulus” after the pandemic.

The argument that lifting en-
vironmental restrictions is neces-
sary or effective in assisting certain 
industries to recover from the eco-
nomic hardship brought by the pan-
demic is utterly invalid. Many other 
factors are contributing to a possible 
recession during the pandemic, such 
as inapt legislation in protecting 
workers’ rights and the overloaded 
and inefficient social safety net 
system, incapable of dealing with a 
shutdown of the country. Loosen-
ing the rules limiting pollution will 
not help counter the likely economic 
downturn, and there are countless 
other measures that are much more 
effective in aiding the suffering in-
dustries, such as releasing more 
targeted financial aid packages. It 
is imperative to mobilize the public 
to advocate for more effective and 

comprehensive packages than cur-
rent ones from the government. The 
claim that single-use plastic prod-
ucts are more hygienic than their re-
usable counterparts is also flawed. It 
doesn’t matter if the product is made 
of plastic or not; as long as addition-
al sanitization measures are in place, 
r e u s - a b l e 

products are just as safe and clean as 
single-use ones. Ultimately, hygiene 
is not an excuse for not continu-
ing to go green; we can and should 
take care of our own health through 
other means.

As we can see from the efforts 
of corporate America in lobbying 
the EPA for relaxed restrictions, 
the concept of so-called “corporate 
sustainability” is merely a façade: 
businesses claim to uphold social 
responsibilities such as sustainabil-
ity before the pandemic began, but 

PHILIP PARK ’22
OPINIONS ASSOCIATE

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic rages on in the 
United States, health of-

ficials are suggesting many meth-
ods of suppressing its spread. 
One of those methods, contact 
tracing, has come to the attention 
of Apple and Google, two of the 
largest technology companies in 
the world. The two recently an-
nounced a joint effort to develop 
a contact tracing app that will al-
low health officials to locate in-
teractions between people using 
Bluetooth signals. The app will 
use phones to broadcast and re-
ceive Bluetooth signals from oth-
er phones and then record how 
long people have been in contact 
using those signals. If a user tests 
positive for the coronavirus, he 
or she can report his or her re-
sults within the app, and their 
recorded interactions can be used 
to determine whom that user 
has come into contact with. This 
way, the spread of the virus can 
be traced, and targeted self-quar-
antine measures can be imple-
mented to those that came into 
contact  with an infected person. 
The idea behind the system is 
promising, but the fact that pri-
vate American corporations rath-
er than the federal government 
are leading the effort hinders its 
effectiveness and provokes ques-
tions about privacy issues.    As 
with any technology, privacy is 
a main concern for Apple and 
Google in developing their Blue-
tooth contact tracing app. In a 

tentative plan for the app avail-
able on its website, Apple has en-
sured that the app will not track 
the location of users but merely 
use “Bluetooth beaconing to de-
tect proximity” of people. Apple 
also stated numerous times that 
people will get to choose whether 
or not to participate in the con-
tact tracing app, and even if they 
do, their information will not be 
shared without their consent. This 
system begs the question: If the 
only contacts the app can trace 
are people who download the app 
and consent to sharing their di-
agnosis status, what is the point? 
Contact tracing is most effec-
tive when everyone participates 
and the interactions of infected 
people can be pinpoint-
ed. Even though 
they are two of the 
largest companies 
in the world, 
the most Apple 
and Google can 
do is to sug-
gest that people 
download the 
app by adver-
tising on the App 
Store or the Google 
search engine and hope 
that people listen. 

Furthermore, despite the 
promises that these compa-
nies make, privacy may remain a 
big issue. As with any free app, the 
risks of the developers collecting 
and potentially sharing user data 
are very prominent, even with the 
privacy-preserving mechanisms 
mentioned on Apple’s website. 
In the past, third party users 

have gained unauthorized access 
to iPhone cameras by tampering 
with app permissions, and it is 
unreliable to say that such situa-
tions will not happen again.

The answer to a more effec-
tive contact tracing platform ul-
timately lies in giving control of 
the platform to the government. 
The public cannot fully place its 
trust in private companies, as of-
ten, these corporations have their 
own interests at heart rather than 
the people’s.While some may ar-
gue that there may also be privacy 
issues with handing 
o v e r 
con-

trol to the national administra-
tion as well, the federal govern-
ment would be a more reliable 
source because its top priority 
is to ensure that citizens’ con-
cerns are addressed. Furthermore, 
whether on television or other 
forms of media, the government 

retains many more outlets to pro-
mote the app than these compa-
nies do. More people will actually 
download the app and consent to 
its terms and conditions if they 
hear about it in a national ad-
vertisement, thereby making the 
system much more successful. As 
the number of cases and deaths 
in the United States have been on 
a continuous rise, and only now 
beginning to slow down recently, 
the government should, in fact, 
develop such a system because 
saving the maximum number of 

lives should out-
weigh our con-
cern of privacy—
even though the 
likelihood of 
the administra-
tion’s choosing 
to manipulate 
our personal 
information is 
extremely low 
in a time when 
peoples’ lives 
are in danger.  

A u s t r a l i a ’s 
response to the 

rapid spread of 
the virus is a case 

in point. With its 
plans to reopen the 

country, the Austra-
lian government has recently 
launched a similar contact trac-
ing app called COVIDSafe. The 
same privacy mechanisms pro-
posed for the Apple and Google 
app exist in COVIDSafe, so peo-
ple will not have to resort to us-
ing less reliable programs created 
by private corporations.  

Another successful govern-
ment-run contact tracing system 
was developed in South Korea. 
Instead of using an app that users 
have to download to be effective, 
the Korean government sends 
out daily text messages to the 
entire nation containing infor-
mation on confirmed cases and 
their recent whereabouts. The re-
ports leave the patients’ identities 
anonymous for privacy, but peo-
ple who may have been in contact 
with patients can see those text 
messages and get tested for the 
virus themselves. The locations 
the patients visited are then shut 
down temporarily and sterilized, 
eliminating further spread of the 
virus. 

The generous efforts of Apple 
and Google to help combat the 
coronavirus are admirable, but 
governments around the world 
should not leave their citizens’ 
health at the mercy of corpora-
tions. Although at times, the 
government also may not seem 
the most trustworthy source, 
sometimes raising some pri-
vacy concerns of its own, it still 
has an obligation to serve the 
people’s interests; private com-
panies, however, do not. In addi-
tion, direct administrative control 
over a contact tracing app would 
prevent the complications of 
having to use third party com-
panies to obtain time-sensitive 
information, a crucial difference 
that could potentially save lives. 
Therefore, it is time for health 
and government officials to take 
charge of contact tracing initia-
tives to increase their success.

Contact Tracing: A Government Responsibility

when their revenue dropped, they 
no longer cared about protecting the 
environment and only focused on 
their own financial health. In these 
turbulent times with widespread 
panic and rampant misinformation, 
we must stay alert and police these 
corporations and institutions that 
are trying to take advantage of the 
pandemic.

It is more crucial than ever to rec-
ognize the importance of environ-

mental protection, especially in 
the context of this virus. This 
current pandemic is the per-
fect example showing us why 
we must care more about and 
work harder on sustainability 
since it serves as a dire warning 
to us that pollution is closely 

linked to public health. Ac-
cording to Harvard University 

researchers, pollution has damaged 
our lungs, and as a result, we have 
a higher risk of succumbing to the 
coronavirus. Needless to say, pollu-
tion and chemicals we released into 
the environment have also led to 
other diseases. The rising coronavi-
rus death toll is proof that the way 
we treat our planet directly deter-
mines our health and well-being. 
In fact, going green is not just about 
protecting our health, but more vi-
tally, protecting our world after fears 
of the virus subside. Climate change, 
in the long run, is an even more 
substantial existential threat than 
this pandemic. Rising greenhouse 
gas levels have been scientifically 
proven to cause global warming and 

Balancing Economic Development with Environmental Protection  

On the Importance of Information Privacy Amidst Tracing Efforts

Ria Patel ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Rania Shah ’23/The LAWRENCE
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2020 Merrill Scholars Anounced
The Merrill Scholars program, 

which recently finalized its selec-
tions for the 2020-2021 year, al-
lows students to explore historical 
and analytical literary research 
through looking at resources in 
Princeton University’s Library 
Special Collections. This year’s 
2020 Merrill Scholars are IV 
Formers Esha Akhtar, Christine 
Cheng, Mac Dilatush, Kristen Li, 
Avigna Ramachandran, Amelia 
Roselli, Chelsea Wang, and Han-
nah Welsh.

The Merrill program is cur-
rently directed by English Mas-
ter Marta Napiorkowska with 
the assistance of English Master 
Margaret Ray. On the goals and 
importance of the program, Na-
piórkowska hopes that “students 
can think more broadly about lit-
erature” while engaging in histor-
ical, philosophical, and aesthetic 
conversations while exploring 
“cultural [and] social theory.” 

The program selects students 
dedicated to writing, research, 
and literature analysis, giving 
them the opportunity to de-
velop original pieces of literature 
through independent projects of 
their choice. In addition, Ray said 
that the program looks for enthu-
siastic and curious students “with 
a demonstrated ability to work 
independently towards long-term 
deadlines.”

“The goal is for each student to 
write an original academic paper 
informed by archival research, in-
formed by sources they can’t get 

access to anywhere else,” Ray said. 
She also hopes that Scholars are 
able to “write a mini-portfolio of 
creative work that they’re proud 
of, to practice workshopping cre-
ative work by their peers, to make 
joyful and fascinating connections 
across disciplines, to make dis-
coveries as part of their research, 
[and] to potentially write [their] 
first academic paper on some ar-
chival materials.” Students study 
the comprehensive process of 
producing a paper through ex-
amining literary artifacts, analyz-
ing sources, and finally producing 
their original work.

If the program is to be held vir-
tually, Ray said, “It will probably 
just change the order in which we 
do things—which might actually 
be better, anyway. If our Scholars 
are able to come to the archives 
with an already-built-up back-
ground of reading they’ve done 
on their topic, they might have a 
better idea of what materials they 
want to call and what they want to 
look for in the archives.”

The Scholars have also been 
looking forward to their studies 
in the Program. On her source 

of literary inspiration and hopes 
about her future project, Akhtar 
said, “When I think about the 
projects I’d like to do, I think 
about Jia Tolentino, who is a first-
generation Asian writer. I related 
to her many identities; she was 
telling me things about myself I 
didn’t even know until I read it…
I’m really interested in further 
studying race and feminist theory 
and identities.”

On what he hopes to get out of 
the program, Dilatush said, “I’ve 
alway really enjoyed reading liter-
ature, and I wanted to replicate it 
and emulate it—I wanted to con-
tribute my own to literary canon 
[by] putting into words the things 
we feel and observe and can’t quite 
describe in our daily lives, to make 
that almost empirical, something 
we can really clearly look at and 
visualize as opposed to just think.”

On what she wants to do for her 
project, Wang said, “I would love 
to look at something that has to 
do with my own identity. I want 
to look at poetry as well because 
poetry is such a large part of my 
love for English, so I’d like to look 
at female or Asian writers.”

Playful Plays with 
Periwig

This past Saturday at 8:30 P.M., 
the Periwig Council hosted “Peri-
wig Springfest,” a play reading of 
three comedy shorts, over a virtual 
live Zoom webinar. Coordinated by 
Performing Arts Master Matthew 
Campbell and written by Law-
renceville School Student Activities 
Assistant Coordinator Ian August, 
this session is the first of a five part 
student-led series prepared for this 
spring by the Periwig Council.  

According to Campbell, Spring-
fest was “Periwig’s response to our 
being away from Lawrenceville… 
[by] keeping the performing the-
ater arts alive while we are scattered 
across the globe.” It provides an op-
portunity not only for those already 
part of the Periwig Council to get 
back into theatre, “but also other 
Lawrentians who may have never 
experienced something like this to 
support or hear a certain play.”

The transition into virtual spring 
has changed the process of preparing 
and rehearsing plays. “The process 
has been a little truncated. Typical-
ly…directors take quite a bit of time 
to select from bodies of works that 
they find interesting and then they 
submit an application. These appli-
cations…go through the process of 
vetting and then putting together 
what is essentially the best collection 
of plays with the great teams for the 
production,” Campbell said. 

However, “This time around… 
the process of picking the plays and 
kind of picking what we were going 
to do was basically a conversation 
with a number of Perwig members, 
thinking through what could hap-
pen and what seems reasonable with 

our time constraints.” Ultimately, 
Campbell explained that he decided 
on three rather “light-hearted mate-
rials…because that would hopefully 
draw in a larger audience.”

Ian August, the playwright of this 
performance, believes that although 
“there was no direct connection be-
tween the three pieces…there were 
little things that surfaced” which 
allowed the three plays to come to-
gether.

Due to various conflicting sched-
ules, the play reading only went 
through two rehearsals. Director 
Eleni Lefakis ’21 says that the pro-
cess was “a lot less rehearsal inten-
sive than our regular shows” because 
there was no need to rehearse block-
ing, or where the actors would stand 
on stage. 

Fellow director Bobby Cloninger 
’22 echoed similar sentiments re-
garding acting selections, “You have 
to sort of fall back on what you 
know [and] go with your gut…con-
sider a variety of roles rather than 
casting someone who hasn’t done a 
lot of acting that you think would 
work really well for the role.”

For both Lefakis and Cloninger, 
audience participation seemed to 
be the largest difficulty with virtual 
performances. Lefakis stated that 
“a lot of theater comes from inter-
acting with the audience and obvi-
ously you can’t have everybody with 
a video on or everybody unmute it 
all the time.” 

Looking forward, Campbell said, 
“The goal for these performances 
is to keep us tied to the things that 
we love. Seeing each other in virtual 
format, sharing ideas, playing with 
what theater is, is intended to keep 
us connected during the spring.”

Climate Change in Politics with Tia Nelson
This past Wednesday, April 29, 

Tia Nelson, Managing Director of 
Climate Programs at the Outrider 
Foundation and the daughter of 
Earth Day founder Gaylor, spoke 
to the community about the mod-
ern environmental movement via a 
Zoom webinar. 

To begin the call, Nelson intro-
duced herself and her work with 
the The Outrider Foundation, 
which seeks to educate, perform, 
and inspire action around climate 
change. Participants were then 
invited to watch a video from 
The Outrider Foundation titled 
“When The Earth Moves,” which 
detailed what Nelson and fellow 
members of the Foundation were 
doing to raise awareness in their 
communities and the need for 
global action on climate change. 
The Outrider Foundation is col-
laborating with the Yale Climate 
Communications project to create 
a series of videos that help individ-
uals see their role in being a part of 
the climate change solution. 

After watching the video, cer-
tain student panelists asked  Nel-
son questions about her initiatives 
in combating climate change. The 
student panelists included Student 
Council Sustainability Represen-

tative Sid Sharma ’20, Sustainabil-
ity Representative of the McClel-
lan House and co-president of the 
Climate Action Club Abby Sieler 
’21, and Sustainability Represen-
tative of Stephens and the other 
co-president of the Climate Ac-
tion Club Victoria Gong ’21. All 
three students are also a part of 
the Sustainability Council at Law-
renceville. Finally, all panelists gave 
closing statements about what 
viewers should take away from the 
webinar.

Nelson began by discussing ob-
stacles in the global movement 

against climate change, stating 
that some of the obstacles today 
are similar as the ones from 50 
years ago. She also said that in or-
der to get children involved and 
aware of this global movement, 
they “need to be multi-genera-
tional and bi-partisan.” Referring 
to a study, Nelson mentioned that 
although the difference in support 
for climate change between young 
Republicans and young Demo-
crats is small, the difference is 
more significant when looking at 
older demographics. In addition, 
while poorer people contribute the 

least to climate change, it still af-
fects them the most. 

“No matter who we are, we all 
need to drink clean water and 
breathe clean air...You get up in 
the morning with the tools and 
values you have, and you gotta use 
what you got, and unimaginable 
things can happen,” said Nelson.

While Nelson is unsure about 
how coronavirus will affect the 
climate change movement, she 
wondered whether the pandemic 
would “bring an awakening to hu-
mans consumptive habits and im-
pacts on the natural world.” Due 

to the pandemic, for the first time 
in decades, people in India are able 
to see the Himalayas Mountains 
due to the decrease in air pollu-
tion, and there are fish in canals in 
Venice due to less motor boats and 
tourists.

Nelson then went on to talk 
about her father, the founder of 
Earth Day. She emphasized that 
when her father first began to be-
come interested in climate change, 
he was just a little kid. Reflecting 
on his accomplishments, she said, 
“ Earth Day was successful beyond 
my father’s wildest dreams...envi-
ronmentalism is not a partisan is-
sue, it’s a way of life issue for all 
of us.”

Reflecting on Nelson’s speech, 
Alistair Lam ’23, who is the Sus-
tainability Representative of Ray-
mond House and a member of the 
Sustainability Council, said, “Her 
speech was very inspiring and em-
powering. I especially remembered 
her closing statement which was 
that her father was just a boy from 
a small town, just like anyone else, 
with a dream.” 

Allison Hayworth ’22 agreed, “I 
found it fascinating that she ex-
plained her experience growing up 
with a father who was so involved 
in not only politics but also in the 
environment and in terms of envi-
ronmental policy.”

HELEN LIU ’22 
NEWS ASSOCIATE

TIFFANY YEUNG ’22
NEWS ASSOCIATE

& LAUREN ZHANG’ 22
FEATURES ASSOCIATE

TIFFANY YEUNG ’22
NEWS ASSOCIATE

The Merrill Scholars met to discuss 
future plans.

Christine Cheng’21/THE LAWRENCE

Tia Nelson spoke to members of the Lawrenceville community over Zoom. Courtesy of MacIver Institute
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One Year Later:  Class of 2019 Gap Year Reflections

“How was your gap year? Did you 
have fun in Ecuador...or...wait, where 
did you go again?” Ah, the dreaded gap 
year question. It’s not that I hate talk-
ing to people about my gap year or that 
I don’t have much to say about it. It’s 
actually quite the opposite. I couldn’t 
possibly capture the essence of my gap 
year or the depth of the impact it has 
had on me without wandering into 
a Hamlet-style soliloquy. I think the 
purpose of this reflection is largely to 
answer that question in a coherent 
and meaningful way, and I suppose the 
“why” is as good a place to start as any.

While I first floated the idea of tak-
ing a gap year in the Spring Term of 
my IV Form year, I only seriously con-
sidered pursuing this option my last 
year of high school. After four years of 
rigorous coursework under my belt, I 
needed a respite—a time to regroup and 
reflect—to ensure I put my best foot 
forward in college. I also realized that a 
“year off ” would allow me to experience 
the kind of learning that eludes tradi-
tional classroom settings. My friends 
constantly reminisced about their time 
at School Year Abroad (SYA) and The 
Island School, and I enjoyed a taste of 
experiential education when traveling 
to Tanzania with Lawrenceville’s Hark-
ness Travel Program two summers ago. 
During my time at MainSprings—an 
educational center and home for Tan-
zanian girls living in poverty—I rel-
ished the opportunity to learn about 
the country’s culture and customs, not 
merely by reading about them, but 
by experiencing them firsthand. Of 
course, the value of formal education 

is indubitable, but college would still 
be there even if I put it off for a year. 

Fresh out of my beloved Improvi-
saciones class (shoutout to Mr. Cuniff!) 
and determined to hone my conversa-
tional skills, I narrowed my countries 
of interest to Spanish-speaking ones. 
Intrigued by Bolivia and Peru’s rich 
cultural history and Mexico’s remark-
able diving sites, I decided to spend my 
gap year exploring these nations. In the 
fall, I climbed the treacherous Andes 
Mountains and trekked through the 
Amazon Rainforest, constantly push-
ing my physical and mental limits. 
Upon returning, I traveled to Mexico, 
where I picked up scuba diving, started 
working at a dive shop, and explored 
the largest underwater cave system. 
Needless to say, this past year presented 
me with unimaginable opportunities. 

To say my gap year pushed me out 
of my comfort zone would be an un-

JILLIAN MEDINA ’19

Jillian Medina ’19/THE LAWRENCE

When I told people I was taking a 
gap year, they almost always responded, 
“We didn’t have that when I was in col-
lege,” which not-so-politely implied, 
“When I was your age, I was not lazy 
like you.” For nearly my whole life, I 
have worked towards long-term goals, 
often at the expense of short-term hap-
piness; in my gap year, however, I could 
simply enjoy the moment, knowing the 
rest of my academic career was wait-
ing for me. This certainty carries privi-
lege, but nobody’s life should be linear. 
Life’s detours are often its greatest mo-
ments, so as for why I took a gap year, 
there was only one question linger-
ing in my mind at the time: Why not? 

In the fall, I spent free time wander-
ing the streets of Paris, visiting museums 
and eating crêpes at every overpriced 
street stand I could find. I wanted to 
absorb as much as I could in two short 
months. In fact, I remember my first and 
last French conversations quite clearly. 
My first day there, I was in a boutique 
and wanted to try on a dress. I not-so-
subtly used Word Reference to formulate 
my meticulously-crafted question until I 
mustered the courage to ask it. The store 
attendant responded, “What size?” and 
in that moment, years of grammar and 
vocabulary evaded me, proving that even 
Honors French would not fully prepare 
me for real-life interactions. Conversely, 
my last interaction was an argument with 
an airport attendant about checking my 
baggage. Although less glamorous than 
dress-shopping, my ability to not just 
make small talk in French, but argue, 
hopefully speaks to my improvement. 

On one of my last days in Paris, I 
decided to check some final items off 
my bucket list. I went to Les Deux 
Magots, a brasserie once frequented by 
literary greats such as Ernest Heming-
way. Though the waiters’ formal at-
tire suggested pretentiousness, their 
hospitality proved them otherwise. 
Afterwards, I browsed book stands lin-
ing the Seine river, as I headed to the 
department store Le Bon Marché to 
view the newly-displayed Christmas 
decorations. Finally, I finished my day 
with dinner at Chez Françis. Though 
it was mid-November, everyone ate 
outside. Crazy? Probably, but the res-
taurant’s view of the Eiffel Tower gave 
me a front row seat to see the tower 
sparkle every hour. Despite spending 
the day alone, thanks to Lawrenceville, 
my independence was invigorating, en-
abling me to appreciate the beauty of 

another culture and to truly immerse 
myself in the “French way of living.” 

While such days were typical during 
my time in France, when I set off to Fiji 
in winter for a volunteer project, I often 
woke up to spiders bigger than my palm 
and cold bucket showers—both reasons 
for my initial culture shock. I adjusted 
rather quickly, but whether it was wit-
nessing an exorcism or narrowly escap-
ing a collapsed cave, I always had action-
packed days. However, evenings with 
my host family offered balance. Despite 
the language barrier, they treated me 
like their own. I even showed them 
a picture of Carter House at House 
Olympics with everyone wearing blue 
tutus and face paint, so I guess you 
could say Carter is Fiji’s favorite House! 

While no single Lawrenceville class 
prepared me for this experience, unlike 
most, I knew what it was like to leave 

MADELEINE REINHARD ’19

Top Left: Kava Ceremony in Fiji. Bottom Left: Overlooking Nubuyanitu Village 

Right: Chateau de Versailles.

  Madeleine Reinhard ’19/ THE LAWRENCE

home, to meet new friends, and to feel 
overwhelmed with unfamiliarity. I em-
braced discomfort and faced such mo-
ments with greater ease than others, even 
compared to myself just four years ago. 

A notable take away from my gap 
year was how to manage stress. After 
four years of having a rigorous schedule, 
I believed the absence of an academic 
environment would alleviate my stress, 
but that couldn’t have been farther from 
the truth. From learning how to be 
comfortable with spontaneity, choosing 
to relax when faced with difficult deci-
sions, and knowing the significance of 
my actions, the apprehensions that I ex-
perienced were different from the ones 
I faced as a high schooler. Regardless 
of finals or college applications, worries 
always manage to creep into our lives. 
What matters is how we respond. Am 
I the best at it? No, but I am trying. 

Likewise, I learned the value in 
relinquishing control. In the past, I 
often took charge of situations be-
cause I like knowing matters are un-
der my jurisdiction. However, taking 
the back seat proved to be necessary 
in giving my mind a break, so when 
a friend proposed taking a weekend 
trip, I spontaneously said, “Yes!” She 
organized everything, and I just went 
along for the ride. While blindly ac-
cepting made me nervous at first, 
I soon realized that such worries 
were unwarranted. Although I’m 
still learning the concept of “relax-
ing,” I can more comfortably accept 
that whatever happens, happens.  

From interning at a French com-
pany to losing contact with the out-
side world, this year pushed me out of 
my comfort zone in more ways that 
I could’ve imagined, prompting me 
to document my experiences on my 
travel blog Salut Madeleine. Past ex-
periences never completely prepare us 
for future ones, but four years at Law-
renceville comes remarkably close. 
Although a bubble in many ways, the 
School pushes us past our limits and 
teaches us to adapt—a crucial skill to 
have in a constantly changing world. 

Though I did not expect life-chang-
ing lessons or experiences, they came 
naturally, rendering my gap year a de-
cision I would make again in a heart-
beat. Even if you are unable to take 
one yourself, life is full of opportuni-
ties to explore your passions and find 
excitement. Ignore anything holding 
you back, embrace change, and take a 
leap. After all, there’s only one ques-
tion worth asking yourself: Why not?  

Five-day Treks and Underwater Caves:  Living in Latin America

From France to Fiji: Finding Yourself Outside of the Lawrenceville Bubble

derstatement. I suppose “catapulted” is 
a more appropriate word. Before set-
ting foot in South America, I had never 
hiked—not the most comforting feeling 
when our first trek in the Andes was 
a daunting five days long, consisting 
of up to 10 hours of hiking each day! 
How hard could it be? It’s just walking. 
In hindsight, it’s truly quite comical 
how much I underestimated the sheer 
pain and exhaustion of “just walking.” 
By the first day, my right knee, which 
I assumed had perfectly healed from a 
meniscus surgery a year earlier, throbbed 
intensely as I climbed almost 90-degree 
angles. While other students in my 
group experienced only mild nausea or 
shortness of breath, I wheezed, vom-
ited, and all but passed out when we 
arrived back at the campsite that night.  

Astonishingly, the true height of my 
misery didn’t come until our last day. 
Hail stinging my face and the summit 

approaching, one instructor insisted I 
ride the emergency mule; looking back, 
she did have a valid point. I felt like I 
could fall over at any moment from the 
exhaustion. But, ultimately, the choice 
was up to me. This is no more painful 
than 800 meter repeats with the distance 
squad, I told myself. No harder than push-
ing through 90-minute games on the Girls 
Varsity Soccer team. It was the grit and 
perseverance Lawrenceville taught 
me that motivated me to keep walk-
ing. As I took my first step onto the 
20,000-foot summit, I was overcome 
by a mixture of relief and gratitude. I’d 
made it, but only because of the con-
stant support and reinforcement from 
my teams—both in Bolivia and thou-
sands of miles away at Lawrencev-
ille—encouraging me at every step. 

This camaraderie was sprinkled un-
sparingly throughout my time abroad. 
My cooking teacher Gabby, who was 

accustomed to preparing traditional 
Bolivian dishes full of red meat and 
cheese, always bought ingredients to 
make vegetarian alternatives. As she 
taught me to prepare these authentic 
meals, I helped Gabby with her Eng-
lish. In the Amazon, my host family, 
who usually bathed in the river, con-
structed a makeshift shower for me 
out of a few boards of wood, a large 
towel, and a hose. Two other students 
and I humbly attempted to express our 
gratitude by gifting the family the Uno 
game we had taught them to play as a 
parting gift. Through these small ges-
tures, I came to understand the depth 
of human connection; while I intended 
to primarily gain new perspectives 
through my interactions with the lo-
cals, I recognized that, at some point, 
they were bound to learn from us too. 

Although in dramatically different 
settings, many of the lessons I learned 
while abroad were extensions of what 
Lawrenceville taught me. The lasting 
bonds I formed in the House and the 
insightful conversations I witnessed 
around the Harkness table helped me 
understand the power of meaningful 
connections—the ability to truly know 
someone beyond the surface level. 
Ultimately, it was not the place, but 
rather the people, that transformed me.  

Returning to the “dreaded gap year 
question” now, I’m still convinced that 
only a Hamlet-style soliloquy would 
do my experience justice. With that 
said, I’ve come to a new conclusion: 
While I embarked on my gap year trav-
els looking forward to some time “off,” 
in the end, it proved to be an incred-
ibly humbling and rewarding year “on.”

Left: Macchu Picchu, Peru.  Top Right: Mt. Tunari, Bolivian Andes. 

Bottom Right: Akumal, Mexico.
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Lifelong Friendships & Navigating Co-Education:
Kate Moore ’95 Reflects on her Journey at Lawrenceville 25 Years Later
SARA XU ’22
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Outside on the McClellan House 
porch, Kate Moore ’95 and her friends 
spent afternoons enjoying the warm 
weather while blasting music from 
their dorm room speakers. Moore and 
her friends had turned their speak-
ers to face out the windows in or-
der to listen to music as they com-
pleted their schoolwork. Moments 
like this have become some of her 
fondest memories at Lawrenceville. 

Now the Head of Thematic Strategy 
and a Portfolio Manager at BlackRock, 
an investment management company, 
Moore attended Lawrenceville when it 
was just a few years into co-education. 
A member of the Cromwell, McClellan, 
and Reynolds Houses, she was engaged 
in many different aspects of student 
life, such as athletics and visual arts.

Although Moore found ways to im-
merse herself, she experienced gender 
discrimination in athletics in particular. 
When she first arrived at Lawrencev-
ille, Moore showed interest in the 
ski team, as she was an avid ski racer. 
However, she was told that the team 
was strictly for boys, preventing her 
from trying out even after she asked 
for a chance to prove her skill level. 

“When I was told the ski team was 
just for boys, I said ‘Well I’m as good 
as they are. Why don’t you give me a 
chance,’” Moore recalled. It was not 
until her III Form year that Moore 
was allowed to try out. After taking 
on this opportunity and finally be-
coming a member,  she overcame the 
initial obstacles that had hindered her. 
In fact, she even became the captain 
of the ski team in her V Form year.

Moore ultimately took advantage of 

Lawrenceville’s culture, which was still 
transitioning into co-education, and 
found opportunities to discover her 
interests and defy stereotypes. In addi-
tion to the ski team, she was part of the 
field hockey team and ran track in the 
spring, while also representing Law-
renceville at women’s golf tournaments.

Moore was not only involved in the 
School as an athlete but also became 
invested in the studio art and photog-
raphy programs at Lawrenceville: “I feel 
like I had a good balance between being 
involved in the arts’ side of things while 
definitely being a jock, and of course, I 
loved my schooling.” Within her educa-
tion, she also discovered ways to diversi-
fy her studies across academic subjects; 
one of her favorite interdisciplinary 
classes from III Form was focused on the 
study of rivers in the context of history, 

literature, economics, and other lenses. 
Moore’s rigorous and varied academ-

ic experience at Lawrenceville “prepared 
[her] better for college than many of the 
people [she] went to college with” at the 
University of Virginia, where she ma-
jored in Political and Social Thought. 
Having no initial exposure to the sub-
ject, Moore dove into her studies in the 
selective interdisciplinary program with 
a focus on political theory and policy. As 
she did at Lawrenceville, she continued 
to immerse herself in various academic 
realms. For example, she decided to 
take Mandarin; not only did she learn 
the technicalities of a new language, but 
she also gained interest in the Chinese 
culture as the only non Chinese-Amer-
ican in her class. Moore believed that 
utilizing the abundant courses available 
to her at college was essential to set-

ting the foundation for a strong career. 
“The skills that help to train your mind, 
to understand problems, and to frame 
things in a historical context, which, in 
a period like today, is incredibly impor-
tant. They really only develop when you 
have a diversity of classes and experi-
ences at university,” she commented.

Nevertheless, even with her strong 
academic background from college, 
Moore faced challenges while navi-
gating her career in the investment 
workforce, which is historically male-
dominated. Although her male col-
leagues respected her in a professional 
setting, Moore found that there was 
“a tremendous amount of unconscious 
bias,” leading to men often exclud-
ing her from certain conversations 
and partnerships. With her experi-
ence overcoming similar marginaliza-

at least one Vandris brother under Big 
Red jurisdiction. And as the old saying 
goes: With a great Harkness education 
comes a ton of T-shirts. Since our grad-
uation, my closet had become home to 
all of them. We had it all. House Olym-
pics shirts from the Kennedy, Cleve, and 
Dickinson Houses. In yellow, six Ropes 
Course Instructor (RCI) shirts, a Hot 
Karl’s shirt and—not to flex too hard, 
but—two neon “Effort Award” shirts 
from my days with the Cleve House 
Football squad. In grey, Big Red Race 
T-shirts from every year and a seem-
ingly infinite supply of standard issue 
Lawrenceville Athletics, Tour Guide, 
and Crew apparel. In red and white, 
shirts from the annual leadership 
conference, Freshman Orientation 
panels, the Big Red Dog Pound, 
and Hill Days. Amongst the sea of 
recognizable classics were relics from 
Periwig shows, Spring Dance Con-
cert (SDC) performances, program-
ming clubs, the Purple Cow Ice Cream 
shop, and various volunteering events. 
And it didn’t end there. Lawrenceville 
sweatshirts, jackets, and hats further 
hindered my cleaning spree. All in all, 
I was looking at 50 items, give or take. 

I put them all in a pile to my left and 
began my sorting process as per the 
Kondo creed. I would stack things I 
wanted to keep on my right and put any-
thing I wanted to donate on my chair. 
“Does this spark joy? Yes.” 
“Does this spark joy? Yes.”
“Does this spark joy? Yes.”

After sorting all of them, I counted 
up the pile on my right: there were none 
that I could afford giving away. My chair 
remained empty. It became clear to me 
in that moment that Marie Kondo had 
failed to take into account the power of 
a Lawrenceville experience. The friends, 
stories, and memories I made while 
wearing those dozens of Lawrenceville 
T-shirts are the reason I’ll never 

be a minimalist. And to the Class of 
2020, I hope the same is true for you. 

I’m sure you have heard every possible 
combination of apology, condolence, and 
sympathy regarding the circumstances 
under which your Lawrenceville jour-
ney is coming to a close. I extend similar 
sentiments to you all but would like to 
also offer some advice for the future. As 
many of you head off to dresscode-less 
colleges next fall (in person I hope), 
T-shirts are going to become more of 
an option for you. You with your Law-

Tidying Up: A Big Red Inventory
YIANNIS VANDRIS ’17

136TH BOARD FEATURES EDITOR

Like many of us stuck in quaran-
tine, I have resorted to reorganizing 
my childhood bedroom as a source of 
entertainment. I first began with my 
desk, where I spend most of my wak-
ing hours these days. I cleared out old 
sticky note reminders, junk mail, and 
frayed cords with ease. “Does this dead 
triple-A battery spark joy? No? Scrap 
it.” I could practically hear tidying-ex-
pert Marie Kondo clapping as I lugged 
trashbags full of things to the garage. I 
was watching minimalist lifestyle vlogs 
on YouTube, entertaining the idea of 
living in a tiny house, and was feeling 
pleased with my progress. I thought to 
myself, “This isn’t too bad, I’ll do my 
closet next.” I hit the ground running, 
immediately emptying all my clothes 
onto my bed. Too skinny skinny jeans, 
faded cargo shorts, and old Gold Toe 
dad socks started filling up the donation 
bins. As I toiled, images from Avatar: 
The Last Airbender filled my mind—
each tossed item a step closer to freeing 
myself from the fetters of the physical 
realm. Chakras were flying open, and I 
was cruising at 95 miles per hour on the 
road to a clutter-free life. Then, I hit a 
short-sleeved spike strip that brought 
me to a grinding halt: the T-shirts. 

For context, my house is home to three 
Lawrentians: my older brother, Andreas 
Vandris ’14, my twin brother, Panos Van-
dris ’17, and me. From 2011 to 2017—
for seven years straight—there had been 

renceville T-shirts will attend massive 
lectures, make new friends, and continue 
to grow as students and leaders. While 
wearing your favorite House Olympics 
shirt in class, you may be forced to ex-
plain what a house is and struggle to 
properly articulate how much that bond 
meant to you. While running errands in 
your Lawrenceville Athletics T-shirt, 
you may bump into an unfamiliar Law-
renceville alumni at your university and 
exchange fond memories. While on a 

freshman orientation camping trip in 
the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area, you may encoun-
ter a Lawrenceville alumni from 
the Class of 1975 and share pork 
chops over a campfire as you remi-
nisce about both having Mr. Atlee 
for English. I can almost guarantee 
you’ll have all but one of these en-

counters. But, alas, that is the power 
of a Lawrenceville T-shirt in college.

Inevitably, your new college friends 
will catch on to this pattern—onto the 
countless T-shirts and the pictures on 
your walls and your endless stories and 
your ability to do your own laundry. 
They’ll look at your wardrobe and say 
,“You really peaked in high school,  huh?” 

When this happens (and trust me, 
it will), I want you to look at them 
and say, “Damn right, I did.” Feel free 
to acknowledge the good times you 
had at Lawrenceville, to miss your 
friends, and to be grateful for all that 
you learned along the way. Wear your 
T-shirts with pride. There’s nothing 

wrong with peaking in high school as 
long as you acknowledge your time at 
Lawrenceville as a local maximum. It’s 
been a minute since I’ve taken a Calcu-
lus class (shout-out to Mr. Ferguson), so 
bear with me here. If we were to view 
our educations and lives as functions on 
a graph, we would see hills and valleys 
representing the highs and lows we’ve 
been through. And for me, Lawrencev-
ille was, on a grand scale, a hill—an 
experience that in its own context was 
a high point. However, that is not to 
say that I, or any of us, should idolize 
our time at Lawrenceville as a global 
maximum, as an absolute peak—there 
is always room for growth and improve-
ment. With a Lawrenceville diploma 
and a bright collegiate future ahead of 
you, you should all have the tools nec-
essary to reach much greater heights. 

Since my graduation, I have acquired 
new T-shirts from my university and 
other organizations. I have made new 
memories and achieved higher local 
maxima in academic and extracurricular 
accomplishments. I wear my Big Red T-
shirts less often, and my high school high 
seems relatively smaller now. But, while 
I may look different on the outside, I 
keep all my Lawrenceville T-shirts close 
by. I keep in touch with fellow Lawren-
tians, exchange phone calls and emails 
with teachers and mentors, and get 
together with former classmates when-
ever possible. So, sorry Marie Kondo, 
but these T-shirts all spark joy, and I’m 
not getting rid of them any time soon. 

Sally Lee ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Courtesy of UVAToday

tion at Lawrenceville, Moore knew 
that she had to persevere in order to be 
successful. “I had to work really hard 
to remind them that I wanted a seat 
at the table and that I was going to 
bring something to the table,” she said. 

Motivated by her passion for invest-
ment, Moore prevailed over these ob-
stacles and has held positions at Moore 
Capital Management, Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, and the Private Bank at 
J.P. Morgan, before moving to Black-
Rock. In her current position, she takes 
on many responsibilities, which include 
interacting with global sources, working 
with data sets, and discussing invest-
ments in the media. Her varied skill sets 
and academic experiences from college 
equipped her well to interact with dif-
ferent sources and to think critically in 
her profession. When describing her 
profession, Moore said, “The kind of 
investing I do is like solving a puzzle, 
and it’s something that never gets old.”

Within her career, Moore found 
that having a shared experience of at-
tending Lawrenceville has introduced 
her to a broad professional network 
across generations of Lawrentians. 
Overall, the Lawrenceville community 
has proved to be a constant presence in 
both her professional and everyday life. 

She looks forward to attending 
alumni reunions and reconnecting with 
the lifelong friends she made at Law-
renceville. When asked to give advice 
to current Lawrentians, Moore empha-
sized that one’s decisions in high school 
do not determine his or her entire future. 

“You’re going to pivot a million 
times in your career and in the path 
of your life. Make lateral moves and 
be creative…It’s only going to get bet-
ter, so cherish the people you meet and 
the experiences you have,” she said. 

Kate Moore ’95
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Alumni Spotlight: Meet the 134th Lawrence Board 

“At Lawrenceville, even though 
there are [many] groups of people, 
it still feels like one large commu-
nity,” Sammy Bhatia ’15 noted on 
what he missed most about the 
School. It was this sense of com-
munity that Bhatia sought to pro-
mote through The Lawrence rather 
than it being an “unfettered stream 
of consciousness by a small group 
of students.” In fulfilling this goal, 
Bhatia discovered his passion for 

writing and editing. “I came into 
Lawrenceville as a math kid, 
but then I ended up studying 
English in college, largely due 
to The Lawrence, and majored in 
classics because of teachers like 
[Chair of the Language Depart-
ment Devondra McMillan].” Of 
course, Bhatia also enjoyed his 
position because he was able to 
“boss around Nick, the Sports 
Editor and [his] best friend.”

Sammy Bhatia ’15
Editor-in-Chief

Neil Menghani ’15 reflected on 
how his position augmented his 
critical thinking skills as a citizen 
overall. Menghani owes his cur-
rent skepticism when digesting 
media to the duties he had to 
fulfill while acting as Managing 
Editor. “During our tenure as a 
Board, there were some major 
controversies that came up, so en-
suring we were not editorializing 
and reporting without bias was 

a challenge.” He owed his time 
managment and leadership skills 
to the rigorous schedule he had at 
Lawrenceville, especially through 
The Lawrence. While working in 
a fast paced environment was 
sometimes stressful, he fondly re-
membered the hectic “Red Light 
Nights” and how the Board would 
skateboard in the basement of 
[Fathers Building], which “always 
helped gather [his] thoughts.”

Neil Menghani ’15
Managing Editor 

“When I think back to my time 
at Lawrenceville, half of my ex-
perience is school and sports, but 
the other half is my time with The 
Lawrence” Jason Zhang ’15 said. 
Zhang went into Lawrenceville 
with a strong focus on STEM 
subjects, but his time on The Law-
rence influenced him to eventually 
study Humanities subjects in col-
lege. As a day student, Zhang felt 
that his connection with the rest 

of the Board was stronger than 
many of his other relationships. 
This sense of camaraderie within 
the Board, whether it be in writing 
funny quotes on the whiteboards, 
or shivering in sweaters “even in 
the dead of winter, when [Wey] 
would insist on opening the win-
dows for at least an hour or two 
everyday,” allowed Zhang to view 
The Lawrence as not just an extra-
curricular, but also a second family.

Jason Zhang ’15
News Editor

For Anuj Krishnamurthy ’15, 
the lessons he learned while 
working at The Lawrence di-
rectly translated to his career 
and current volunteer work. 
“Being Opinions Editor taught 
me to recognize and respect 
people’s perspectives in the com-
munity, and at Lawrenceville, 
it felt really rewarding to help 
the other students write about 
their thoughts,” Krishnamur-

thy recounted. In continuing 
this mission of representing 
students’ voices, Krishnamurthy 
explained that while he now 
works at an investment firm, he 
also teaches an economics pro-
gram to underrepresented high-
schoolers. “Being the Opinions 
Editor taught me to see a big-
ger community of people; this 
was one of the takeaways I had 
from being on The Lawrence.” 

Anuj Krishnamurthy ’15
Opinions Editor 

While Features Editor Eliza-
beth Beckman ’15 enjoyed the 
freedom and flexibility of writ-
ing for the Features section, some 
of her fondest memories came 
from her interactions with the 
board members and even from 
trivial disagreements. “We had so 
much righteous disagreement…
to the extent that all of the Sec-
tion Editors wrote up a docu-
ment—our very own ‘95 Theses’ 

of [our] grievances. At the time 
we were so stressed about that, but 
looking back it’s so silly.” Beckman 
also vividly remembers the fun but 
stressful Thursday nights, often re-
sulting in a lot of “palpable stress.” 
While there were challenges, 
Beckman misses the conversations, 
memories, and even the “small 
feuds…from which [she] gained 
the perspective that there can 
be disagreements and criticism.”

Elizabeth Beckman ’15
Features Editor

“I dipped my toes in a lot of 
aspects of the arts; I was the cap-
tain of a dance team, I danced in 
the Spring Dance Concert, I did 
a bit of behind the scenes of work 
in theater, I was in the orchestra 
for a little bit, but none of those 
really felt like my niche,” Veena 
Bhagavathi ’15 said when asked 
about why she was drawn to The 
Lawrence. Bhagavathi turned to 
writing for the Arts Section and 

used it as a medium to represent 
all her varying artistic ventures. 
“Looking back, it was a very sig-
nificant part of my Lawrenceville 
experience; I learned to not take 
[my writing] so seriously, but also 
to use my voice.” In addition, she 
said, “The office was a homebase 
for all of us and we would drop 
in during free times just to see 
who else was there to hang out. 
We had a lot of fun as a board!”

Veena Bhagavathi ’15
Arts Editor

Racing to Pop Hall on pub-
lishing nights after quickly scarf-
ing down dinner because of his 
late practices was a signature 
part of Nick Wey’s ’15 Lawrence 
experience. While the stresses on 
Thursday nights were difficult, 
Wey still misses the bonding 
with his board members in the 
office, such as sharing quips with 
the Olla Pod members, arguing 
with Bhatia about who had aux 
privileges, and penny boarding up 

and down the newly renovated 
basement of Pop. Although he 
wasn’t familiar with everyone on 
the Board prior to The Lawrence, 
they eventually became a “special 
family.” “Looking back, it’s rare 
that any student body or school 
has the capacity to support so 
many different facets of itself; I 
feel very lucky to have had that 
experience at Lawrenceville and 
it’s something that you can eas-
ily take for granted,” he said. 

   Nick Wey ’15
Sports Editor

Aulden Foltz ’15 enjoyed the 
creative projects she was able to 
work on during her time on The 
Lawrence. “One of our first pa-
pers was for Alumni Weekend 
and we did Board Picks with 
alumni; hearing about the lives 
of people who used to be on The 
Lawrence was such a fun experi-
ence.” Much like the alumni they 
interviewed, today, Foltz often 
remembers her close friendships 
with her fellow board members. 

As Duan reflected on the close 
relationships he established, he 
said that The Lawrence was an “en-
tirely different environment from 
anywhere else in school [because] 
it was a small group of people who 
[knew] each other pretty well and 
[were] working towards a common 
goal.” On discussing his takeaways 
from The Lawrence, Duan men-
tioned that “there were a lot of 
people there to look out for you 
and help you develop as a person.”

Aulden  Foltz ’15    &   Dennis  Duan’15
Copy Editors

Eric Chen ’15 dedicated much 
of his time as Web Editor in the 
summer before his V Form year 
to learning and programming 
the new website for the news-
paper. While Chen did not have 
as many day-to-day responsibili-
ties or weekly deadlines as other 
Board members did, his posi-
tion allowed him to create more 
long term advancements for 
the paper as a whole. With the 
freedom and flexibility of this 

position, Chen worked on mak-
ing the newspaper accessible 
by phone and more interactive 
on the internet. It was through 
his independent research that 
he learned valuable techni-
cal and business related skills. 
“As part of the Board, many 
of the budget and editorial 
decisions were for us to make, 
and these kinds of experiences 
served to be very valuable go-
ing into college,” Chen noted. 

Eric Chen ’15
Web Editor

For Esther Baek ’15, The 
Lawrence embodied the tight-
knit community of supportive 
and hardworking peers she had 
throughout her time at Law-
renceville. Reflecting on the 
lifelong relationships she made 
through The Lawrence, Baek 
said “There were many or-
ganic relationships made at The 
Lawrence, just because of [the 

School’s community] of eating 
together and living together.” 
The Lawrence’s collaborative and 
fast-paced working environ-
ment also opened many learn-
ing opportunities for the board 
members. “Being a Photo Edi-
tor, I learned the importance of 
communication, and the skills 
I gained have helped me be-
yond The Lawrence and college.” 

   Esther Baek ’15
Photo Editor

David Xin ’15 valued his con-
nection with his fellow board 
members so much that he con-
tinued to partake in publica-
tions during college. In addition, 
he appreciated the lessons he 
learned from the collaborative 
experience. “I really enjoyed the 
camaraderie that we had in the 
office; being able to work with all 
your best friends made it a really 

amazing experience.” Not only 
was working on the paper enjoy-
able for him, The Lawrence helped 
Xin develop stronger leadership 
skills and sparked his interest in 
writing. As the former Sports 
Editor for The Daily Princeton-
ian, Xin believes that “writing 
for The Lawrence helped [him] 
develop his ability to translate his 
skills to sports writing in college.” 

David Xin ’15
Associate Editor

 

George Lankas ’15, former 
Business Manager of The Law-
rence, believes that his real-world 
experience in business inspired 
him to pursue a career in econom-
ics. “As a Business Manager, one 
of the most difficult things was 
trying to balance my objectives—
increasing profits and reducing 
expenses—with the objectives 
of the Editor-In-Chief, so there 

was always this concept [of ] tug 
and pull,” Lankas noted.  “On 
Thursdays, we were always able 
to bond over trying to produce 
a product in such a short time 
frame and getting it ready for 
Friday,” On top of his typical 
responsibilities, he often kept 
the Board happy by covering the 
expenses of the much coveted 
Dominos, amongst other feeds.

George Lankas ’15
Business Manager

Laying out pages in the conference room. First board picture! A usual night in the office. Sammy Bhatia’15/ THE LAWRENCE

LAUREN ZHANG ’22 & 
TESIA THOMAS ’22

FEATURES ASSOCIATE  

The 134th Lawrence Board will be celebrating their five-year reunion this 
weekend. Read on for their reflections about their experience at The Lawrence! 
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Soprano, Entrepreneur, and Lawrentian: Monica Yunus ’95
SHREYA KUMAR ’20

Wartime Heroics, A Misspelled Hollywood Star, and King Kong 
Merian C. Cooper ’1911 lived 

an extraordinary life. After turning 
down his appointment to lieuten-
ant in the Georgia National Guard, 
he fought as a pilot in World War I 
and later in the Polish-Soviet War 
where he was awarded the Virtuti 
Militar, the highest Polish military 
decoration. His wartime experiences 
alone are beyond intriguing. He 
once cheated death after he was shot 
down in battle. As his plane burst 
into flames, Cooper was presumed 
dead. After spinning his plane to put 
out the flames, he landed and was 
taken to a prisoner reserve hospital, 
where he became a Soviet prisoner 
of war. After the war, he worked as a 
journalist and produced several films 
as he travelled the world. In one 
voyage, he met the Prince Regent of 
the Ethiopian Empire before barely 
dodging a pirate attack. As if these 
adventures were not enough, he also 
received an honorary Oscar for life-
time achievement and a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. Ironi-
cally, he is one of three people that 
has a misspelled, uncorrected name 
on a Hollywood Star. Cooper lived 
an astounding life, but plenty of war 
heroes’ stories fade through the de-
cades. It was his contribution to film 
that set him apart. Although Coo-
per passed away decades ago, many 
of us are still well acquainted with 
what is arguably his greatest legacy. 

Inspired by his travels, Cooper 
conceived a film in which a go-
rilla fought a komodo dragon. He 
pitched his idea to Paramount Stu-
dios in the beginning of the Great 
Depression, but the studio shied 
away from the cost. Thus, Cooper 
cancelled filming on his original as-
signment—Paramount’s Creation, 
because he deemed it boring and 
lacking in action. Using the crew, 

GRANT SHUEH ’23

Merian C. Cooper ’1911. Courtesy of dailytelegraph

The Omaha World-Herald de-
scribed the voice of acclaimed 
American soprano Monica Yunus 
’95 “like the best of diamonds–
sparkling and multifaceted.” After 
attending The Juilliard School, Yu-
nus starred in operas from Engel-
bert Humperdink’s Hansel and 
Gretel to Amadeus Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni and Giacomo Puccini’s 
La Bohème. A regular performer at 
the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York City between 2003 and 2014, 
Yunus also founded Sing for Hope, 
an organization that hosts arts 
programs in underserved commu-
nities. She is currently a professor 
at Carnegie Mellon University and 
celebrates her 25th Lawrenceville 
reunion this weekend.

Yunus had been training as a 
musician before Lawrenceville, 
attending The Boston University 
Tanglewood Institute, an elite high 
school music program. Some of her 
colleagues at the program went to 
boarding schools, which is what 
initially inspired her to apply to the 
School. 

At Lawrenceville, Yunus served 
as a Kirby House Prefect and 
a member of The Lawrentians. 

Above all, Yunus’ favorite memory 
of Lawrenceville was when every 
single member of her House came 
to her solo recital. The experience 
highlighted the tight-knit Law-
renceville community that she was 
a part of, despite spending only two 
years at Lawrenceville.

Though she came to The Law-
renceville School already focused 
on pursuing a career in music, 
Yunus noted that her experience 
taught her that being passionate 
about one topic and being well-
rounded are not mutually exclusive. 
One phrase that Yunus mentioned 
was that “musicians and artists are 
like chameleons in that they really 
blend in in many different circles;” 
she believes that Lawrenceville stu-
dents share this ability. She com-
mented that the diversity in sub-
jects she was exposed to enabled 
her “to swim in a lot of different 
ways,” a skill that aided her in her 
future life and career. “[Lawrencev-
ille] nurtured a curiosity that I had 
for many different topics,” she said. 

Yunus was not only inspired by 
the diversity of the student body 
itself, but by the diversity of stu-
dent passions. For instance, Yunus 
was fascinated by a fellow student 
who was tracking the fall of The 
Soviet Union and was a part of the 

set, and stop motion techniques orig-
inally prepared for Creation, Cooper 
reimagined a new movie. This new 
movie eventually became the distin-
guished King Kong, which Cooper 
both produced and directed. King 
Kong’s story is well known—after a 
ship’s crew finds a Pacific island of 
prehistoric animals ruled by a giant 
gorilla named Kong, island natives 
kidnap an American girl to offer as 
tribute to Kong. Kong protects the 
girl but is shackled and taken to 
America for display. After mistak-
ing photo flashes for an attack, Kong 
breaks free and searches for the girl. 
He finds her and brings her to the 
top of the Empire State building, 
where he is shot at by planes and falls 
to his death. 

Released in 1933, King Kong pre-
dated the widespread adoption of 
sound in films, so the cheesy effects 
we see today as amusingly unrealistic 
were actually cutting edge and terrify-
ing to audiences. The movie blended 
stop-motion, models, and seemingly 
every form of visual trickery to create 
stunning realism never seen before. 
Kong, the 50-foot tall “Eighth Won-

conversation with other scholars. 
“Because there were no podcasts or 
blogs, as a high school student, you 
aren’t necessarily invited into those 
conversations. I remember thinking, 
‘Wow, that is her passion, and she 
could insert herself into the conver-
sation because she was knowledge-
able [about the topic],’” said Yunus. 

Similar to the current COVID-19 
situation, Yunus lived through a 
time of crisis and it prompted her 
to develop non-profit organization 
Sing for Hope. A student at The 
Juilliard School during 9/11, Yu-
nus was “forced to think about what 
[she] was doing in a practice room 
for hours and hours a day when 

there was so much crisis going on.” In 
the days after 9/11, Yunus and several 
others sang at a nearby firehouse that 
lost 13 men. This experience served as 
a moment of inspiration for Yunus, 
who “felt really compelled to try to do 
something on a regular basis where 
artists could share their talents with 
communities that needed it.” Today, 
thousands of volunteering artists sup-
port Yunus’ initiative. 

During today’s global emergency, 
Sing for Hope is piloting “Sing for 
Hope Grams,” a program to keep art-
ists and communities engaged with 
each other. “Sing for Hope Grams” 
allows you to order a gram online, and 
an artist partner will call the recipient 

Monica Yunus ’95. A Sing For Hope event.

der of the World”  is portrayed by an 
18 inch model in real life. The movie’s 
use of special effects and constant 
suspense gave rise to other science-
fiction classics like Independence Day, 
Aliens, or Jurassic Park. King Kong pi-
oneered the modern trend of science-
fiction movies through a concept of 
human interaction with a fantastical, 
supernatural being. With a magnifi-
cently devastating plot and dazzling 
effects, King Kong played a significant 
role in the history and progression of 
film that birthed science-fiction as we 
know it today.

The American Film Institute 
named King Kong one of the 50 best 
American Films in 1975 and Rotten 
Tomatoes ranks it as the 33rd great-
est movie of all time. King Kong has 
been remade or spun off into eight 
movies; outside of film, it has been 
prominently featured in pop culture. 
It paved the way for modern science 
fiction through its visual effects, but 
it became iconic not just because it 
became a pioneer of a new film genre.

The “gray alien” is another pop cul-
ture icon. You have almost certainly 
seen some version of the gray alien—

they are small and hairless humanoids 
with disproportionately large heads 
and eyes. These aliens are often more 
powerful and intelligent. As a self-
centered species, it’s no coincidence 
we imagine intelligent extraterrestri-
als as humanoids with enlarged heads 
and brains, and it’s no coincidence that 
they also lack parts we believe to be 
primal, like hair and physical strength.

We are captivated by these aug-
mented versions of ourselves. Cooper’s 
Kong is a different augmentation of a 
human. He is primal (and primatal); 
while the intelligent aliens we imagine 
are small and hairless, Kong is liter-
ally a gigantic ape. But barbaric as he 
is, we see our humanity reflected in 
his actions—his fierce protection of 
a human girl, his non-violence un-
til provoked. When Kong fell from 
the Empire State Building, the audi-
ences’ hearts arguably fell with him as 
Kong represents the misunderstood 
human— persecuted for his actions 
due to pre-existing perceptions. We 
remember King Kong for its illusions 
and effects, but also for Kong himself. 
King Kong predates the kickstart of 
American individualism by around 20 

years. The movie, with its portrayal 
of raw human emotions through 
another being, gives us a look at a 
version of ourselves through a third-
person perspective. The film directs 
attention towards self-reflection and 
the treatment of society towards the 
individual self. King Kong, reveals a 
post-war side of Cooper. Through 
maximizing righteous human fea-
tures of Kong and Kong’s death due 
to outside perceptions and animosity, 
Cooper uses the movie to portray the 
destructive effects that war has on 
people and virtuous morale. 

Kong is set to appear once again 
in a new movie this year: Godzilla vs. 
Kong. Its spectacular effects in the 
trailer stun us, as does Kong, who 
seems to be a few hundred feet taller. 
Cooper wasn’t just a director prof-
iting off a successful idea, he was a 
pioneer of a new genre of film that 
addresses issues in society through 
abstract personification of humanity. 
Cooper’s legacy, through the char-
acter of Kong, technical innovation, 
and combining his wartime experi-
ences with the art of film, lives on, 
stronger than ever. 

and perform over the phone. 
Some advice Yunus gave to stu-

dents who may be considering pur-
suing the arts was that “studying the 
arts gives you an incredible vista of 
the world. As the world continues to 
change, adaptability and resilience 
are the skills that will be very hard 
to teach, but through the arts, you 
can teach those skills.” “You will be 
able to use [them] and apply to stay 
nimble and flexible. No matter if you 
go into something else eventually, 
you’re going to have an incredible 
foundation. [They’re] applicable to 
many things and in our very con-
nected, global world, a strong skill 
set to have,” Yunus concluded.  

Kong stands atop the Empire State Building. Courtesy of imdb

Courtesy of singforhope Courtesy of Sean Turi

ARTS ASSOCIATE
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COVID-19’s Trail of Postponements
EDAN BLECHER ’21
SPORTS ASSOCIATE 

Over the past two months, the 
world as we know it has been turned 
upside down, both economically 
and socially. In the sports world, 
almost all major tournaments and 
seasons have been postponed with-
out a timetable for return or even 
canceled, including the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) sea-
son, the NCAA March Madness 
tournament, the National Hockey 
League (NHL) season, the Major 
League Baseball (MLB) season. 
The sports world will be forever 
changed because of the COVID-19 
virus, but here are a few of the more 
tangible, immediate differences.

One of the major postponed 
events, the 2020 Olympic Games, 
was originally supposed to be held 
in Tokyo, Japan in July and August. 
On March 19, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) offi-
cially postponed the Games until 
the summer of 2021. This action was 
unprecedented, as the Olympics 
have not been postponed or can-
celed due to any reason other than 
war. Until the IOC’s final decision, 
many countries, including Canada 
and Australia, applied pressure on 

the committee to delay the events, 
declaring they would not send their 
athletes to Tokyo. The fallout for 
the postponement, although nec-
essary, will be extremely costly, as 
experts have estimated that Japan 
will lose an additional $2.7 billion 
in addition to the cost of hosting, 
as reported by Japanese news-
paper Nikkei. In addition, 
the broadcasting network 
industry and sponsors of 
the events will collectively 
be changing their habits by 
billions of dollars as they 
can no longer focus on the 
Olympics. The event has always 
been an unrivaled gathering of 
the world’s best athletes, and the 
uncertainty over its occurrence has 
saddened many athletes and fans. 

The Professional Golfers’ As-
sociation (PGA) Tour also shifted 
around its schedule, moving the 
Masters Tournament, the PGA 
Championship, the Open Champi-
onship, and the U.S. Open Cham-
pionships. The Masters, which 
takes place at the Augusta National 
Golf Club, has been moved from 
beginning on April 9 to Novem-
ber 12, and the delay will affect the 
event and location in a number of 
ways. From personal experience 

walking through Augusta Regional 
Airport and talking to a cab driver, 
the Masters keeps the city afloat. 
Many restaurants only open three 
days out of the year, specifically for 
the Masters, and tourism during 
the tournament keeps the hotels, 
motels, and airport operating. The 

city’s businesses rely on their Mas-
ters income to meet their annual 
expenses, so the delay will leave 
them without expected revenue 
for a serious period of time. For 
the players, young golfers like Tony 
Finau, Brooks Koepka, and Justin 
Thomas, the delay will provide time 
to develop and train. But for older 
players like Phil Mickelson and 
Tiger Woods, the delay may under-
mine their careers. Woods recently 

said that he was physically ready to 
play in the Masters if the event had 
happened, and given the renowned 
player has dealt with numerous 
back injuries over the course of 
his career, so his playing days will 
likely be forced to end soon. Hope-
fully, Woods will be ready to play in 

November, but 
it’s possible 
that the 
golf world 
may have 
seen the 
last of 

Woods in 
the Masters, a 

tournament he has 
dominated over the past 

few decades. 
The NBA, one of the most pop-

ular sports leagues globally, was 
forced to suspend its season in-
definitely abruptly on March 11 
after Rudy Gobert of the Utah Jazz 
tested positive for COVID-19. The 
players chasing individual awards 
and the teams on pace to do well 
in the playoffs will end the season 
feeling most disappointed. Rookie 
sensation Zion Williamson’s NBA 
career didn’t begin until January 22 
due to an injury, but once he began 
playing, it appeared that William-

son could race Memphis Grizzly 
Ja Morant closely for the NBA’s 
Rookie of the Year (ROY) award. 
Left unconcluded, NBA fans will 
still ponder who would have won 
and how well Williamson and Mo-
rant could have performed towards 
the end of the season. Beyond the 
ROY award, the idea of not having 
an NBA champion this year is for-
eign, as there hasn’t been a cham-
pion-less NBA season in almost 
75 years. Who gets to be crowned 
champion, if any team? Will the 
2021 season count more heavily to 
compensate? Realistically, there will 
be no NBA champion this year and 
likely no individual awards either. 
The NBA community will lose a 
postseason, which would’ve dis-
played promising young talent as 
well as superstar dominance. 

The world has struggled with 
the COVID-19 virus for the past 
couple months, and sadly that 
struggle will prolong into the fu-
ture. Politicians and sports leagues 
are growing skeptical on whether 
these events will happen at all. Fans 
and businesses will suffer, but if 
there is any silver lining, it is that 
we all now feel more gratitude for 
the sports that have become such 
an important part of our lives. 

PERRI KITEI ’21

Major League Baseball (MLB) had 
just begun spring training when the 
coronavirus pandemic hit, forcing it 
to suspend all operations until further 
notice; however, its unique position, 
in that its regular season has not yet 
started, leaves it flexible to altering 
that season in a way that allows it to 
function under current quarantine, 
social distancing, and shelter-in-place 
orders. While there are still logistics to 
be worked out, the most developed of 
those scenarios is currently the Arizona 
Plan: a proposed “biodome” that would 
house players, staff, trainers, and other 
necessary employees for all 30 Major 
League teams at otherwise empty 
hotels in Phoenix, Arizona, with weekly 
virus testing and isolation of positive 
testers. After a two week quarantine 
period to start, teams would play at 
one of the ten spring training fields 
owned by the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
as well as other minor league arenas in 
the area, only being shuttled between 
the stadiums and their hotels with 
zero contact to the outside world. 
They would also be under heavy 
surveillance to ensure they do not leave 
the protected area. The season would 
likely be shortened from 162 games to 
a number closer to 100, culminating 
in a November playoff series. At its 
bare bones, it sounds like something 
in between a labor camp and a pipe 
dream—but it may be the only way 
to save the season, and some players 
are willing to take the risk.

In order to make up for sick players, 
heat exhaustion, possible double-
headers, and the lack of spring training, 
teams would have to dramatically 
increase their rosters, particularly the 
pitching staff, which means calling 
up hordes of players from the minor 
leagues. A regular MLB Roster is 26 
players, (raised from 25 just this year) 
but the Arizona Plan could raise that 

number to 50. Even without fans, 
the MLB will continue to profit 
from national TV deals, advertising, 
and merchandise sales if they return 
to play, but the minor leagues rely 
almost exclusively on ticket sales and 
in-stadium sales to finance operations. 
Increasing the roster size of the Major 
League teams will help take some of 
the financial strain off minor league 
payrolls, particularly the triple-A 
teams, with a domino effect through 
the lower levels.

Despite the attraction of being able 
to play baseball again, the Arizona Plan 
raises some red flags. One of them being 
players spending extended periods of 
time away from their families, which 
is especially difficult for young parents 
and newlyweds. Los Angeles Angels 
center fielder Mike Trout, one of the 
most recognizable faces in the league, 
has spoken out about how the Arizona 
Plan could significantly disrupt his life: 
“My wife is pregnant, what am I going 

to do when she goes into labor—am 
I going to have to quarantine for two 
weeks after I come back? Obviously I 
can’t miss the birth of our first child.” 
On the other hand, younger players 
who have more to lose in terms of salary 
guarantees, or those due to become free 
agents or the minor league players who 
might get an unlikely shot at the big 
leagues, are in favor of the plan. 

Furthermore, another perspective 
overlooked by many is that if the MLB 
returns this summer, that would mean a 
potential monopoly on the professional 
sports world. MLB’s overall attendance 
is down 7 percent since 2015, with a 
massive 5.62 percent drop from 2017-
2019 according to Forbes. During the 
2019 season, for the first time in 15 
years, total attendance was below 70 
million. An All-Star infielder expressed 
his concern about the MLB sacrificing 
the safety and comfort of its players to 
capitalize on the absence of other live 
sports and profit from the heightened 

The Arizona Plan: Will the MLB Return?

cable ratings. “I was worried about 
baseball being in a position with waning 
interest in the game, and this being 
kind of a unique opportunity to present 
itself as the only sport that is able to 
be watched. A game looking to draw 
attention, [they might be thinking], ‘If 
we can give them anything, we should.’ 
But are you gonna put people at risk 
just so you can be kings of the sports 
world for a couple of months?” 

While many fans would love to 
see the players back in action, there 
are flaws with the Arizona Plan. It 
is harsh on the players for the MLB 
to expect their players to agree to 
absolute isolation under the oppressive 
Arizona heat without any of their 
family members or loved ones. At the 
very least, the MLB should offer some 
sort of compromise, such as allowing 
players the option of sacrificing some 
of their pay to financially support 
hosting their own families. Having 
that option on the table is better than 

no option at all, even if the option does 
heavily favor high-caliber players with 
greater earnings. One of the biggest 
flaws in the plan is that the U.S. is 
not even close to where it expected 
to be in terms of access to virus and 
antibody testing. The Arizona Plan 
requires every person in the biodome 
to be tested on a weekly or biweekly 
basis, which is simply impossible at 
the moment due to the lack of tests 
in general, and the inevitable mass of 
accusations that the MLB is stealing 
tests from people in greater need. On 
the other hand, a return to baseball 
would greatly boost national morale, 
giving the country hope of not only 
their other favorite sports returning but 
hope for a return to normalcy in general. 
Both the MLB and the MLB Players 
Union need to seriously consider what 
is most important to them, and find a 
way to balance the desires of players 
and fans alike if there is even a hope 
of a first-pitch being thrown in 2020. 

In April 2015, the Baltimore Orioles played a regular season game with no fans allowed due to rioting, the only such game in MLB history. Courtesy of CBS Sports

Ria Patel ’23/THE LAWRENCE
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Sadly, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has put an abrupt halt on the sports 
world and caused a stoppage in the 
three major sports that would be 
playing right now. A year ago today, 
Major League Baseball (MLB) was 
nearly a month deep into its regular 
season, the National Basketball As-
sociation (NBA) was at the end of 
the first round of its playoffs, and the 
National Hockey League (NHL) 
was beginning its second round. Re-
gardless of the situation, analysts and 
sports media enjoy looking back at 
the best teams of the decade for each 
league, but the pandemic has allowed 
for there to be a deeper evaluation of 
these great teams.

By the number of championships 
each team won in its respective 
league, the 2010s’ best teams would 
be the New England Patriots in foot-
ball, the Golden State Warriors in 
basketball, the San Francisco Giants 
in baseball, and the Chicago Black-
hawks in hockey. The Blackhawks’ 
memorable run came in the first half 
of the decade, capturing the Stanley 
Cup in 2010, 2013, and 2015: three 
championships in six seasons. While 
it’s undeniable that the Blackhawk’s 
was the most successful NHL team 
of the decade and that it left a major 
impact on 2010s hockey, was it really 
a dynasty? 

Different analysts have had many 
debates on the nature of dynasties,  
but it is still a topic left undefined. 
It’s hard to pinpoint where a “dy-

nasty” truly starts, but for the Black-
hawks, 2002 is a fair starting point, 
when it drafted defenseman and al-
ternate captain of 12 years Duncan 
Keith. In the middle of the 2005-06 
season, it traded 
with the 

Phila-
d e l p h i a 
Flyers for 
wing Pat-
rick Sharp. 
In 2006 
and 2007, 
the Black-
hawks then 
selected Jona-
than Toews and 
Patrick Kane 
respectively, the 
team’s two leading 
offensive contribu-
tors during its run. Fi-
nally, the Blackhawks 
added wing Marian 
Hossa in 2009, and the core was ful-
ly assembled. Along with great role 
players that the Blackhawks selected 
in the draft, the team beat the Fly-
ers to be crowned 2010 Stanley Cup 
champions. It was eliminated in the 
first round of the playoffs in 2011 
and 2012, but defeated the Boston 
Bruins to hoist the cup once more 

Winners and Losers of the 2020 NFL Draft
EDAN BLECHER ’21
SPORTS ASSOCIATE

The 2020 National Football League 
(NFL) Draft is officially in the books, 
and it was one of the most captivat-
ing and surprising Drafts in recent 
memory. Whether it be the Louisi-
ana State University (LSU) Tigers 
producing 14 drafted players, tying 
the all-time record, or the drafting 
of 37 wide receivers during the seven 
rounds, this NFL Draft was a unique 
experience that made this peculiar 
offseason a little bit easier to handle. 
However, at the end of every Draft, 
there are winners and there are losers. 

 
Winner: Jordan Love

With maybe the most surprising 
pick of the entire NFL Draft, the 
Green Bay Packers traded up into 
the first round to select Utah State 
University quarterback Jordan Love 
with the 26th pick. This pick took 
every NFL fan by surprise, as the 
Packers already have two-time Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) and Super 
Bowl Champion Aaron Rodgers at 
the helm, and Rodgers doesn’t seem 
as though he is near the end of his 
playing career. 

For Love, landing in Green Bay 
was the ultimate win. Firstly, Love 
will be paid a first-round pick sal-
ary to be a backup. That in itself is 
enough to make him a winner, but 
there is more going his way. Coming 
into the Draft, front offices saw Love 
as a prospect with lots of potential, 
but they had a sense that he would 
need substantial time to fully develop 
into a starting-caliber quarterback. 

wide receiver Justin Jefferson was still 
available who most considered to be 
a much better prospect. Reagor has 
potential in the NFL, but the pick 
definitely felt distasteful considering 
the options. 

In the second round, the Eagles 
took The University of Oklahoma 
quarterback Jalen Hurts. The pick was 
one of the most indefensible picks of 
the Draft. If the Eagles don’t believe 
in Wentz, that would be a legitimate 
reason to draft Hurts. But if that is 
not the case, which most Eagles 
fans would say, it appears the Eagles 
wasted a second round pick on an 
unnecessary backup quarterback. In 
the third round, instead of taking a 
much needed cornerback that they 
could play next to star Darius Slay, 
the Eagles drafted linebacker Da-
vion Taylor from the University of 

Colorado Boulder. Taylor was not 
expected to be drafted around that 
pick, and also didn’t resolve a team 
need as much as a cornerback, wide 
receiver, or offensive lineman would 
have, making Taylor a confound-
ing pick in two ways. Meanwhile, 
the team’s divisional rival, the Dallas 
Cowboys, had possibly the best draft 
in the NFL, making the Eagles’ odd 
decisions look worse heading into the 
2021 season. 

 
Winner: New York Jets Fans

The New York Jets are known to 
usually draft “safe” players who often 
don’t pan out. Mark Sanchez was sup-
posedly a safe pick, as were Leonard 
Williams, Daron Lee, and countless 
other players who have disappointed 
but were called safe picks in the mo-
ment. For Jets fans, the disappoint-

Now, Love will most likely not 
start a game for the Packers until 
he beats out Aaron Rodgers for the 
starting job, which will not be for a 
few seasons given Rodger’s ability. 
Meanwhile, he has the opportunity to 
watch one of the most talented quar-
terbacks of all time and learn from 
Rodgers, rather than being thrown 
into the starting role with no offen-
sive weapons at his disposal, hinder-
ing his development. 

 
Loser: Philadelphia Eagles

The Philadelphia Eagles had a very 
strange Draft, especially in the early 
rounds. In the first round, the Eagles 
addressed a team need at wide re-
ceiver, but selected Jalen Reagor from 
Texas Christian University (TCU) 
who was widely expected to go in 
the second round. Not only that, but 

Should We Consider the Blackhawks a Dynasty?
in 2013. Then, after losing to the 
2014 champions, the Los Angeles 
Kings, in overtime of game seven in 
the Western Conference Finals, the 

Blackhawk’s eventually defeated the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in 2015 to 
complete the astonishing feat. 

Winning the three Cups in six 
years was an extremely impressive 
accomplishment for the franchise, 
but is it worthy of being called a “dy-
nasty?” The basic definition of dy-
nasty is a team that wins a substan-
tial number of championships over a 

ment doesn’t stop at taking “safe” 
players, because throughout their his-
tory, the Jets have consistently been 
one of the worst performing teams in 
the NFL Draft, passing on all-time 
great players like Dan Marino and 
Warren Sapp. 

However, new General Manager 
Joe Douglas turned the fortunes of 
Jets Nation around. In the first round, 
the Jets took offensive tackle Mekhi 
Becton with the 11th pick. Standing 
at 6’7” and 364 lb, Becton combines 
excellent size with athleticism, giving 
him massive potential. The Jets could 
have taken offensive tackle Tristan 
Wirfs, which many would have con-
sidered the safer option. Breaking 
from precedent, the Jets took a player 
who might take more time to get his 
feet wet in the NFL but with greater 
upside. The Jets seemingly chose their 
franchise offensive lineman, a role 
they haven’t filled since center Nick 
Mangold stopped playing in 2017. 

In the second round, the Jets took 
speedy wide receiver Denzel Mims, a 
present for quarterback Sam Darnold. 
After having one of the best pre-draft 
processes, Mims has huge potential in 
the NFL centered around his amaz-
ing catching ability and catch radius. 
Throughout the seven rounds, the Jets 
not only addressed their needs, but 
did so in a way that Jets fans have not 
seen in a long time. With Sam Dar-
nold heading into his second season 
in Head Coach Adam Gase’s offense, 
and with more depth at wide receiver, 
offensive tackle, and on the defensive 
line, Jets fans are now extremely ex-
cited about what is to come for their 
team. 

prolonged period of time. But not all 
dynasties are created equal, as there’s 
no minimum number of champion-
ships or predetermined longevity to 

be considered a dynasty. Both 

s ides 
h a v e 

t h e i r 
a r g u -

ment, and 
the ambi-

guity of the 
word “dynasty” plays into the 
debate as well, as everyone has their 
definition. One could easily argue 
that the Blackhawks were indeed a 
dynasty, because winning three Stan-
ley Cups in six years had not been 
done since Wayne Gretzky’s Oilers 
won the Cup in 1984, 1985, 1987, 
and 1988, almost 30 years prior to 
the Blackhawks’ last championship. 

Additionally, since 2008, only the 
Blackhawks and the Penguins have 
had a nine-season playoff streak, the 
longest in that period, with both 
ending in the 2017-18 season. But 
that is simultaneously where the real 
discussion begins for the argument 
that the Blackhawks did not have a 

dynasty. 
Many might ask themselves, 

“What did the Blackhawks do 
that was that much different from 
what other teams accomplished?” 
Take the Pittsburgh Penguins as an 
example, who appeared in 13 con-
secutive playoffs, winning the cup in 
2009 and taking back-to-back Stan-
ley Cups in 2016 and 2017 after the 
Blackhawks won its third title. Not 
many analysts consider the Penguins 
a dynasty, so why should we con-
sider the Blackhawks one? Many 
would argue that winning the cup 
in back-to-back seasons is a harder 
feat than winning it three times in 
six years. The Kings also found suc-
cess in the 2010s, hoisting the cup in 
2012 and 2014. If winning three out 
of six years is considered a dynasty, 
should we consider winning two out 
of three a dynasty, a better ratio? A 
lot of the answers to these questions 
linger because the debate is entirely 
based on opinion. So, while NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman con-
siders the 2010s Blackhawks a dy-
nasty, there’s plenty of evidence to 
argue that it wasn’t, and that it was 
just another team who found success 
in a sport filled with teams who lived 
brief eras of greatness.

Courtesy of sbnation

Ria Patel ’23/THE  LAWRENCE
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Opinions

George Lankas
Business Manager

Esther Baek
Photos

one thing you miss the 
most about the Lawrence Emails from the Dean The controversy The team (sappy but true) learning from all the people 

who wrote op-eds
Negotiating ad prices with 

Dominos sitting in the circle

one regret Hubris Letting Anuj come up with 
punny article titles

Does staging a failed coup 
count?

publishing two different 
articles with the same title... 
among many other puerile 

mistakes

I wish I hung out in the office 
more

detention every other week 
for sleeping through my 

Saturday morning classes

any advice for the current 
board? Carpe noctem

Cherish your time on the 
board, it'll be over before 

you know it
Make mistakes

be kind to the people around 
you Don't be afraid to test new 

ideas 

ensure sufficient ventilation 
in the office (things get 

stinky)

Aulden Foltz
Copy Editor

Dennis Duan& David Xin
Copy & Associate Editors

Eric Chen
Web Editor

Jason Zhang
News Editor

Elizabeth Beckman
Features Editor

Veena Bhagavathi
Arts  Editor

one thing you miss the 
most about the Lawrence

late night walks back to the 
dorms Team banter relaxed Thursday nighs Leaving the office at 2 

AM on Thursdays my six figure salary sitting next to my BFF 
Elizabeth (and also Nick)

one regret
I wish I got to know 

people on my board more 
personally

not getting to know 133 
and 135 very well

not writing more articles That one 4-pager we 
published

publishing something along 
the lines of "to denim or not 

to denim"

the one time we made 
Sammy distribute alone 
because that was mean

any advice for the current 
board? the office is not a great 

place for doing homework try new things wash your hands! Don't be afraid to speak 
out hang out! (post corona) Don't take yourself too 

seriously

Falling into Freestyle: Jacob Lee’s Skiing Story
KYLE PARK ’23

SPORTS ASSOCIATE

We most often associate ski-
ing with the joys of winter, speed-
ing down valleys, feeling the rush of 
snow beneath our skis, and admiring 
the clear, bright blue sky. While ski-
ing may be a widely practiced leisure 
activity enjoyed by people from all 
over the world, it has a lively competi-
tive side. With more than ten exist-
ing types of skiing competitions and 
its permanent presence in the Winter 
Olympic Games since 1924, there 
is little doubt that skiing—in one 
form or another—is one of the most 
popular sports in the world. Gener-
ally, competitive skiing can be divided 
into two main disciplines: racing and 
freestyle skiing. While the two differ 
in style of competition, both require 
speed, agility, precision, strength, en-
durance, and moves that seemingly 
defy gravity. Alpine skiing, a part of 
the former competitive discipline, is 
consistently among the most-watched 
Olympic events for winter sports en-
thusiasts and is where Jacob Lee’s ’22 
professional skiing career began. 

Lee’s early foray into skiing was 
not surprising: His mother was an 
“avid skier” and, at the age of six, he 
was already on the slopes “every win-
ter with friends and family.” Shortly 
after Lee put on his first pair of skis, 
he began taking lessons at YongPyong 
Ski Resort, the largest facility in 
South Korea and home to the official 
alpine skiing events at the 2018 Py-
eongchang Winter Olympics. How-
ever, Lee’s skiing career would take 
an unexpected turn, after “accidentally 
[coming] across freestyle skiing,” the 
latter discipline of the aforemen-
tioned forms of competitive skiing. 
Freestyle skiing is the younger, more 

event, which also happened to be his 
most embarrassing skiing competi-
tion yet. The test event was an impor-
tant point-based contest where skiers 
from all over the globe came together 
to earn the FIS (Federation of Inter-
national Skiing) points. Lee was in-
vited to compete in this special event 
and was also one of the first skiers to 
ski in the halfpipe used in the 2018 
Olympics. For Lee, the  performance 
was “embarrassing because [he] fell 
twice in one of the runs—and once 
[during] the easiest trick.” However, 
he was not disappointed to place 17th 
among 20 world-class competitors in 
his category. 

Another memorable experience 
for Lee was when he and two other 
Junior National Team members were 
interviewed by VISA; they were asked 
to “introduce Korea to international 
skiers and sports fans” with the 2018 
Pyeonchang Olympics right around 

the corner. It was a “special experience 
for [him] as it was [his] first time be-
ing professionally filmed by a foreign 
[company].” 

Despite his dedication and achieve-
ments in the sport, Lee eventually 
decided to end his professional ca-
reer, although he still maintains an 
unwavering love for both alpine and 
freestyle skiing. Nevertheless, his 
childhood was racked with multiple 
accomplishments. While he con-
fesses that he occasionally suffered 
from injuries, as the nature of free-
style competitions require aerobic 
manoeuvers and places the human 
body at vulnerability, the “sensation 
of gliding through the air” was one of 
his greatest motivations to continue 
pursuing his goals prior to quitting. 
Moreover, his rigorous weekly train-
ing schedule truly demonstrated his 
passion and commitment to the sport, 
which included waking up at 6 AM, 

energetic, and extravagant brother of 
alpine skiing; unlike alpine skiing, the 
events are judged by the artistic and 
creative components of the perfor-
mance. When Lee came across a free-
style competition called the X Games, 
he knew immediately that he wanted 
to pursue a career down this path.

With years of experience and train-
ing, it’s no surprise that Lee’s ac-
complishments are beyond those of 
normal athletes. Besides his induc-
tion to the South Korean national 
team, his proudest achievement thus 
far has been ranking second in Ko-
rea for the halfpipe category for his 
age group. He still vividly remem-
bers the exciting moment in which 
he achieved the feat, as many of the 
competitors within the age group 
were older than he was at the time. 
Lee also stated that his most memo-
rable skiing experience came during 
the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics test 

skiing for an average of 10 hours per 
week, and completing external train-
ing such as trampoline sessions for 
developing specific freestyle skills. 
However, at the end of the day, his 
biggest obstacle was trying to balance 
skiing and school. The regimented 
schedule made it “nearly impossible 
for [him] to focus on [his] school 
work” and keep up on academics. By 
8th grade, Lee came to realize that if 
he chose to continue his professional 
skiing life, he would not be able to at-
tend enough school to complete his 
academic year. This was his primary 
motivation for deciding to move to 
Denver, Colorado. While Lee never 
questioned his love for skiing, he was 
often conflicted as to whether it was 
the right future for him. He explains, 
“I grew up being fairly good at most 
things, including studying, and our 
family wasn’t sure if skiing was the 
right path for my future.” After long 
consideration, Lee decided to pursue 
education over athletics for a safer 
future path in the long run. Skiing 
still remains a passionate hobby for 
Lee and he states that he would love 
“to become involved with the Korean 
Skiing Association in the future,” but 
his professional life as a skier was no 
longer a pursuit when he applied to 
Lawrenceville. 

Nevertheless, his dedication to be-
coming a professional skier was both 
physically and mentally demanding 
on “so many levels.” Before making a 
firm decision to fully commit to the 
sport—or any competitive sport for 
that matter—Lee says that it is im-
portant to consider how you want to 
shape your future paths. For Lee, he 
believes that choosing to turn down 
a future as a professional skier for the 
sake of his education was the right 
decision to make. 

Lee and his team at the 2018 Winter Olympic Games halfpipe in Pyeongchang, 

South Korea

Courtesy of Jacob Lee’ 22


