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Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21 Elected 2020-
2021 Student Body President

SABRINA YEUNG’22
& HELEN LIU ’22

Lawrenceville’s 2020-2021 Student Body Presdient Soleil Saint-Cyr ’21.

Lawrenceville Donates 
$4,500 in Food to 

Homefront
This past week, Lawrenceville 

donated $4,500 of food to help 
HomeFront, a local non-profit that 
Lawrenceville has created a well-es-
tablished relationship with. In hopes 
of finding a way to help Lawrencev-
ille’s surrounding community, the 
community service office, the dining 
services, and Head Master Stephen 
S. Murray H’54 ’55 ’65 ’16 P’16 
’21 worked together to donate the 
School’s surplus resources. Director 
of Dining Services Gary Giberson 
H’11 ’18 P’10 and General Manager 
Rob Freeman then identified which 
items were deliverable and suitable 
for the organization. 

“We had enough food to feed our 
community for nine to 12 days, and 
that bulk of food can provide four-
teen to twenty thousand meals. If 
you think about a community like 
Trenton and that area having that 
much food available to them, I am 
sure it really had an impact,” said 
Giberson. The dining service deliv-
ered a truck full of goods to Home-
Front including cereal, pasta, canned 
fruit, peanut butter, jelly, crackers, 
cookies, corn bread, corn bread mix, 
and tomato sauce.  

HomeFront is an organization 
that aims to break the cycle of pov-
erty and end homelesness for fami-
lies residing in Central New Jersey. 
The organization works to ensure 
that every aspect of a family’s cur-
rent situation is taken into account 
by giving them access to the funda-
mental resources and necessities any 
individual would require to sustain 
themselves,  including a home and a 
job. Lawrenceville and HomeFront 
have built a strong relationship 
through weekly projects, the Joys, 
Hopes, and Dreams after school 
program, and volunteer tutoring at 
several of HomeFront’s locations.

Reflecting on the School’s dona-

tion to Homefront, Giberson said, 
“HomeFront was thrilled. [Home-
Front’s director] thanked us know-
ing that there were a lot of families 
that were suffering.” He further 
mentioned how “this [pandemic] 
has become very real for people fi-
nancially and socially-economically 
[because] people do not have the 
resources [they need] and when 
they do, accessibility [has become] 
an issue.”

Nonprofits like HomeFront do 
not gain revenue from the families 
they support; therefore, these or-
ganizations mainly rely on donors 
and their contributions to continue 
fulfilling their missions.  “Even 
[during] good times, HomeFront 
struggles to meet the need to pro-
vide for the families they support, so 
it is important to help the organiza-
tion ensure its continuation through 
these difficult times,” said Murray. 

Lawrenceville’s dining team has 
been brainstorming ideas on how 
to continue helping the school’s sur-
rounding community. In the near 
future, they plan to “approach other 
nonprofits with another surplus of 
items and ask if [they] can make an-
other donation,” said Giberson.

The community service office 
is also exploring other ways stu-
dents can get involved. Director of 
the Community Service Program 
Rachel Cantlay P’07 ’09 ’11 said, 
“[Lawrenceville’s community ser-
vice program] was created to de-
velop relationships, and [Student 
Council’s Community Service Rep-
resentative] Lauren Recto ’20 and 
the community service office have 
been working to find ways to stay 
connected.” Soon, community ser-
vice will be incorporated into our 
virtual spring term through virtual 
Zoom tutoring, performing arts vid-
eos for senior citizens and nursing 
homes, and more. 

Coronavir us and 
Hate Crimes 

Helen Liu ’22 explains how 
media coverage and fear-
mongering have caused 
fast-spreading violence 
against the Asian commu-
nity in America.
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Boys Varsity Crew 
Captains

Ethan Markel ’21 speaks 
with Boys Varsity Crew 
Captains Andrew Tokarski 
’20 and Sal Natale ’20 about 
creative training initiatives 
in the spring.
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Congratulations to Soleil Saint-
Cyr ’21 on being elected as Student 
Body President for the 2020 to 2021 
school year. This past Wednesday 
during School Meeting, Saint-Cyr 
and fellow Presidential Finalist Kylan 
Tatum ’21 participated in a debate 
over a virtual live Zoom Webinar 
moderated by The Lawrence and 
L10, after which the student body 
voted. Saint-Cyr’s campaign platform 
contains three core points designed 
to address the needs of the student 
body and to facilitate communication 
between Student Council (StuCo) 
and the student body. Her campaign 
can be summarized under the slogan, 
“Breathe, Rally, and Build.”

In regards to the “Breathe” aspect 
of her campaign, Saint-Cyr hopes to 
implement “the breather, which is 
similar to the 24-Hour Pass, but more 
so a mental health day.” She explained 
that for each student, he or she would 
have the opportunity to “cash in...the 
breather and [be] excused from classes 
or sports for the day.” Not only does 
she want to promote good mental 
health with this initiative, Saint-Cyr 
also wants to “encourage [students] 
to look more into time management 
skills...and emphasize [time manage-
ment] as a part of our Lawrenceville 
education.”

Additionally, through the “Rally” 
point on her platform, Saint-Cyr 
intends to “increase collaboration 
between StuCo, clubs, Houses, [and] 
affinity groups.” After seeing how 
Saturday night social activities seem 
to “segregate [students] by interest,” 
she hopes to “create events that [all 
students] are feeling invested in” 
through an increase in teamwork 

between StuCo and the many groups 
on campus. Furthermore, she wants to 
reinvigorate the Big Red Dog Pound. 
She hopes that by reviving Lawrencev-
ille’s spirit squad, “people who want 
to be involved and show their school 
spirit...will do that and encourage the 
rest of the student body” to dress up, 
so if one student dresses up for spirit 
day, he or she is not the only student 
dressing up. 

Among those goals, the last point 
in Saint-Cyr’s platform, “Build,” en-
compasses ensuring that “[StuCo] is 
transparent [with the student body]” 
as well as “building relationships with 
students.” She has proposed a “check-
in” that will occur once per term in the 
Heely Room. During these check-
ins, she explained that StuCo would 
“present what they’ve been working 
on and the things they have achieved 
over that term to the students” with 
an open discussion at the conclusion 
of the check-in allowing students to 
“offer suggestions, ideas, criticism...and 
feedback.” Not only does she want to 
increase transparency and connection 
between StuCo and the student body, 
she also wants the check-ins to be “a 
measure of accountability...so it makes 
sure that StuCo is working, active and 
accountable.” 

In regards to the impact of virtual 
spring on the goals of her campaign 
platform, Saint-Cyr said that while it 
did not modify any of her goals, virtual 
spring has made it more clear to her 
how much students love Lawrenceville. 
She explained that during this “un-
precedented time, the strength of 
Lawrenceville” is evident and she hopes 
that “Lawrenceville can carry that 
[strength] over into next year.” By being 
someone that is “enthusiastic, empa-
thetic and engaged with students...

and making sure that people know 
that she is here [to] support [them],” 
she hopes to unify the student body 
after a virtual spring apart. 

All of the promises Saint-Cyr 
makes to the student body in her 
platform stem from conversations that 
she has had with Assistant Dean of 
Students Emilie Kosoff H’88 ’96 ’00 
P ’19 as well as current members of 
StuCo. She assures that “nothing that 
is in [her] platform is something that 
[she] thinks is going to be a battle in 
order to get through it,” and even if it 
is a battle, she is “willing to fight it.” 

Ultimately, Saint-Cyr wants to 
create “a shift in culture...and help 
everyone.” She explained that she 
cannot “leave Lawrenceville better 
than we found it” by herself. Saint-
Cyr says that if a student approaches 
her with an idea, she will not take 
it and run with it herself, but rather 
make sure that the student is involved 
in the implementation of his or her 
idea. Thus, she believes that with her 
“ability to unite people and [by being]  
an effective, empathetic, [and] realistic 
leader,” she and the student body will 
be able to achieve her goals. 

On receiving the news of her elec-
tion, Saint-Cyr said,  “I was beyond 
ecstatic when I found out about the 
results…I’m just really excited for the 
rest of student council elections to be 
underway so I can find out who I’m 
going to be working with and get 
started with them on plans for next 
year. I’m hoping next year is going to 
be all about transparency and support, 
especially with the circumstances we 
are in right now.”

Voting for Vice President Finalists 
will begin in the coming weeks, with 
elections for Vice President taking 
place on Wednesday, May 6.

4 Books to Read 
in Quarantine

Jack Hallihan ’21 and 
Mac Dilatush ’21 rec-
ommend a collection of 
must-read books with 
genres ranging from sci-
ence fiction to finance. 
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KAROLINA MAJEWSKA ’22

The School donated $4,500 worth of food to 
support Homefront.

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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House and Harkness: The Great Equilizers
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At the end of Revisit Day, each 
one of us Lawrentians received 
a T-shirt that read, “House & 

Harkness & Bowl & Circle & Crescent 
& GoBigRed”—the key components 
of Lawrenceville, distilled into a t-shirt 
slogan. Indeed, House and Harkness 
are the pillars of the Lawrenceville ex-
perience, encompassing nearly every 
aspect of our lives at Lawrenceville. Yet 
for all our time spent in these facets 
of our high school lives, few students 
realize the true value of those physi-
cal buildings and tables. The majority 
of students sleep in the Houses and 
remain on campus; even day students 
tend to stay at school for the majori-
ty of the day. Ultimately, our presence 
at Lawrenceville gives us equal access 
to the same activities and opportuni-
ties, whether it be a dance or a guest 
speaker. The physical Harkness table 
connects students during discussions, 
placing them—and their teachers—on 
the same level during class time. We all 
have the same materials, living spaces, 
and facilities, regardless of where we 
came from or what kind of personal 
backgrounds we have. While we may 
attempt to create a virtual classroom 
or common room, it’s not the same as 
having the concrete versions. The phys-
ical aspects of the “House and Hark-
ness” system act as an equalizer for all 
Lawrenceville students, providing them 
with the same resources to thrive.

As we begin our Spring Term re-
motely, we find ourselves away from 
the Houses and Harkness tables, des-
perately trying to recreate the experi-
ence online. Scattered across the globe 
and conducting classes from home, 
many of us have felt disconnected from 

the community and the school itself. 
Boarders in particular have had to ad-
just to being away from their tradition-
al dorm rooms and back in their various 
homes. In addition, most house, athlet-
ic, and social activities are held either 
extremely early or late for international 
students, causing many to feel discon-
nected from the community. More-
over, with all Lawrentians working 
from home, we do not have access to 
the same work spaces and resources on 
campus. Some students may be attend-
ing class and completing homework in 
environments with more distractions 
or connection issues and be finding it 
more difficult to fulfill their responsibil-
ities. For example, some students may 
have to cook their own meals—without 
having the luxury of eating at a dining 
hall—while other students may have 
to wash the dishes or run errands for 
their family; not everyone has the ben-
efit of solely focusing on academics or 
extracurriculars. At the end of the day, 
each student is experiencing a different 
version of Lawrenceville with different 
opportunities and challenges—whether 
it be at-home distractions, connection 
issues, or time-zone separation. Right 
now, Lawrenceville is unequal in a way 
it has never been before.

Part of the magic of Lawrenceville 
is that each one of us holds an equal 
position within the community. Before, 
students had the same opportunities to 
speak up in class. Now, however, those 
same students may be unable to partici-
pate due to poor internet connection or 
commotion in the background. Before, 
students could attend social events as 
they pleased—now, many are unable 
to join due to time differences. How 

Never had I seen an airport so 
empty as the John F. Ken-
nedy airport in New York 

on March 14, 2020, when I boarded 
a flight bound for Seoul, South Korea. 
The absence of the usual buzz of people 
hurrying to get on their planes created 
an eerie silence. And yet, there was a 
long line of people waiting to check-in 
at the counters of one airline: Korean 
Air. It prompted me to question why 
people were so eager to enter Korea 
when fewer people wanted to board a 
plane bound for another country. 

The reason is quite simple; while 
most countries have struggled to 
contain the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), South Korea has ex-
celled in keeping it under control due 
to its ability to quickly recognize the 
threat and find ways to combat the 
virus. This was an adaptation from the 
slow and inefficient handling of the 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS) outbreak in 2015, when Ko-
rea reported the largest outbreak of the 
virus outside of the Middle East with 
186 cases and 38 deaths. One patient, 
known as Patient 14, unknowingly 
spread the virus to 82 others before 
he was diagnosed with MERS. Cases 
similar to Patient 14’s were discovered 
too late and caused huge outbreaks in 
Korea, and from these experiences, 
Korea learned a valuable lesson on how 
to combat widespread diseases such as 
MERS and COVID-19: identify pa-

tients early, and keep them away from 
others.

As a result of this lesson, Korea has 
been way ahead of the curve in terms 
of handling the  COVID-19 pan-
demic of 2020. Immediately after the 
first few cases emerged in the country, 
government and health officials held 
a meeting to authorize testing centers 
in order to develop their own tests. 
Within a few days, thousands of kits 
were distributed by the Korea Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (KCDC), skyrocketing the daily 
testing capacity to 15,000. To prevent 
transmission within hospitals, as this 
was what happened in the MERS out-
break, a ten-minute drive-through test-
ing system was developed to distance 
potential patients from uninfected 
people. When asked about her 
experience at a drive-through test 
center, Hyun Kim P’22 comment-
ed that “the process is simple, but 
quite genius. It involves a quick 
fever check, a brief interview 
with a doctor regarding your 
symptoms, a swab into your 
nose and throat, similar to 
that of a standard flu test, 
and finally, a sterilization of your 
car. The results are then texted to you 
within 24 hours, and most importantly, 
everything is completely free.” 

In addition to the rapid development 
of testing through an emergency usage 
approval system funded by the gov-
ernment, the nation also implemented 

can we maintain a sense of equality 
and connection within our community 
without the physical campus and facili-
ties? What does Lawrenceville look like 
without the material versions of “House 
& Harkness & Bowl & Circle & Cres-
cent?” 

Unfortunately, the reality is that 
without the physical Houses and 
Harkness tables, students cannot have 
the same shared experiences. Without 
the equality that the physical struc-
tures provide, Lawrenceville isn’t Law-
renceville. We are losing an essential 
component of our community’s dy-
namic—thus, we must work to main-
tain all other aspects of our old systems 
and lives at Lawrenceville. While the 
administration has taken action to pre-
serve aspects of the Lawrenceville expe-
rience, part of the responsibility rests on 
our shoulders as well. As Lawrenceville 
students, we must make an effort to 
participate in class discussions and stay 
connected with close acquaintances, but 
it also means being involved in school 
social events and independently step-
ping up to learn class material. While 
Lawrenceville may be unequal during 
this time, the community will only 
weaken further if students don’t help to 
maintain our social and academic lives. 
We must remain active members of our 
community regardless of our respective 
difficulties and work together to over-
come the challenges of a virtual term 
apart—only then can we come back to 
campus unified and with a greater ap-
preciation for the tangible Houses and 
Harkness tables that facilitate our com-
munity and learning.

This editorial represents the majority 
view of The Lawrence, Vol CXL

rules for people arriving from foreign 
countries. For example, when I got off 
my plane from New York, I immedi-
ately had to wait in line to get my fe-
ver checked before I could get through 
customs. If my temperature had been 
37.5 degrees Celsius (99.5 degrees 
F a h r e n - heit) or 
above, I w o u l d 
have been 

transported to an off-site testing center 
to be tested for COVID-19. There was 
also an app I had to download that re-
quired me to do a self-diagnosis for any 
symptoms during the first two weeks 
after my arrival from the US. If I had 

displayed any symptoms, I was to call 
the 1339 COVID-19 hotline. 

Now, as of April 10, nearly a month 
after my arrival, things have become a 
lot stricter due to the surge of patients 
coming in from foreign countries. A 
two-week self-quarantine is now man-
dated, and people receive regular alerts 
on their phones whenever new patients 
emerge. The recent whereabouts of 
those new patients have also been in-
cluded so that those locations can be 
disinfected; the Health Administration 
has also tested those who have visited 
these locations, taking extra precau-
tion. Due to these proactive measures, 

the number of cases per day has 
dropped to 27, and Korea now 

has much fewer cases than 
many other countries. 

In contrast to the con-
stantly improving situa-
tion in Korea, the num-
ber of cases in the US 
continues to increase 
by the hundreds every 
day due to the initial 
downplaying of the vi-
rus and the subsequent 
lack of preparation. 

When the first few cases 
surfaced in the US in January, 

President Donald Trump dis-
missed the possibility of a pandemic, 
claiming that he had everything under 
control. The federal government did 
not permit private companies or state 
laboratories to develop testing kits as 

Korea did, so when the situation quick-
ly escalated in March, the government 
was completely unprepared. Kits and 
other equipment for health care work-
ers such as masks are still falling short, 
and the death toll continues to rise. 

So what can America and other 
countries around the globe who are 
struggling to combat COVID-19 learn 
from Korea? Most importantly, it is 
crucial to acknowledge the potential of 
an epidemic and start preparing early. 
Although America has implemented 
the drive-through testing method in 
some areas in addition to other meth-
ods of testing, its methods are still not 
as efficient as that of Korea’s, large-
ly because Korea has had ample time 
to refine the system while the US has 
not. However, it is also not too late for 
the US and other countries to follow 
Korea’s lead in implementing addi-
tional proactive mechanisms such as 
the self-diagnosis app, alert messages 
showing the recent locations of con-
firmed patients, and stimulating the 
production and stockpiling of test kits. 
This pandemic presents a huge chal-
lenge to every nation, but South Korea 
has proven that governments can react 
swiftly, efficiently, and comprehensively 
to save lives; now is not the time to save 
money or worry about economics--ev-
ery nation must combat this virus using 
Korea’s proven strategies so that the 
world may return to normalcy again. 

PHILLIP PARK ’22

POTW: Sunset Over Clark
Credit: Quincy Leung

Winning The War Against COVID-19
How The United States Can Learn From South Korea’s Success

Min Kim ’21/THE LAWRENCE
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competitive activities. There are 
certain systems that can be put in 
place to ensure that students watch 
the school meeting video by the 
end of the day on Thursday—per-
haps a Haiku system that takes 
attendance of students who have 
watched the video. Special “arts 
performance days” can be institut-
ed where student performers can 
put on live shows while still allow-
ing other less stage-worthy talents 
such as cooking or painting to be 
displayed virtually. 

Not only would going virtual 
save time for both students and 
faculty, it would also create more 
flexibility within the class schedule. 
Lawrenceville students can always 
use more time, and allotting this 
space for an extra consultation or 
study hall could render the time 
even more effective, reducing stu-
dent stress and allowing them to 
meet with teachers. While an in-
person gathering isn’t wholly bad, 
this Spring Term has prompted a 
better alternative. As Lawrentians, 
we are always looking for ways to 
improve our school, and virtual 
school meetings are a necessary 
improvement.

Virtual School Meeting: A More Effective System

D uring the first two weeks 
of the virtual Spring 
Term, Student Council 

introduced “virtual school meet-
ing.” These short, 10 to 20 minute 
videos successfully transitioned the 
traditional gatherings to a virtual 
form. The virtual school meetings 
have roughly the same content as 
our usual school meetings; how-
ever, they are also able to inform 
students more efficiently and effec-
tively while still providing students 
with activities such as interviews 
with Head Master Stephen Mur-
ray H’54 ’55 ’65 ’16 P’16 ’21, sports 
shoutouts, and musical perfor-
mances. The success of this virtual 
version prompts the question: Do 
we need an in-person gathering 
at all? The goal of school meeting 
is to inform students of campus 
events and highlight student talent, 
not to act as an all-school bonding 
event; thus, this purpose is better 
met when meetings are conducted 
virtually because they are more ef-
ficient and more effective. 

A distinct reason our commu-
nity continues to have traditional 
school gatherings is to connect stu-

dents through shared experiences. 
Proponents of a physical school 
meeting may claim that having the 

entire community present provides 
a chance for in-person bonding. 
However, school meeting itself is 
not meant to serve as a bonding 
experience—it is meant to inform 
and showcase student accomplish-
ments. While an in-person school 
meeting allows students to gather 
together, it rarely makes 
the student body feel 
more united or cohesive. 
Thus, a virtual school 
meeting does not prevent 
any bonding or the com-
munity spirit students 
supposedly gain by com-
ing together in the Kirby 
Arts Center (KAC), and 
we lose nothing by mov-
ing the information to a 
digital platforms.

Since virtual meetings not only 

MARY GILMAN ’23 cover the same amount of mate-
rial necessary while taking less 
time, they would serve as a far 
better medium than a traditional 
assembly. Replacing school meet-
ing with a virtual platform would 
not change the amount of infor-
mation students gain, since most 
announcements are placed in Mi-
crosoft PowerPoint presentations 
already. Better still, virtual meetings 
take ten minutes out of a student’s 
day to inform them, compared to 
traditional school meetings that 
take a minimum of 50 minutes. 
Ultimately, they are more effec-
tive and fitting for the fast-paced 
Lawrenceville lifestyle. Through 
virtual meetings, students save time 

Once a week, my moth-
er goes out to shop 
for essentials at local 

food markets. My siblings and 
I help her assemble her armor: 
gloves, a heavy-duty mask, sun-
glasses, three layers of jackets, 
and, oddly out of place, a little 
black and yellow bottle that 
we’ve attached to her keys, la-
beled in all caps, “PEPPER 
SPRAY.” On her petite frame, 
all this seems like too much, yet 
this is all necessary precaution 
– against Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) itself, but 
also the violence the virus has 
caused. As the number of con-
firmed cases and deaths due to 
the coronavirus pandemic con-
tinues to rise in the US, wreak-
ing havoc on the economy, jobs, 
and lives of many people, there 
has been a marked rise of vio-
lent hate crimes towards those 
of Asian descent throughout 
the US. Across social media, 
there has been a horrifying 
number of posts and videos 
of bruised, bleeding men and 
women, warning fellow Asians 
to stay safe when walking the 
streets. My mother is lucky to 
not have been the subject of 
one of those posts so far, but it 
frightens me that the prospect 
of her becoming a victim is not 
elusive. 

A large part of the issue 
stems from many’s struggles to 
bridge the disconnect between 
news and reality. No longer is 
the disease something we pas-
sively watch on the screen, 
with commentators talking 

about people halfway across the 
world. Rather, they are talk-
ing about the disease spread-
ing here in the US. After just 
a few months, the virus that 
originally caused simple inter-
net memes is now causing mass 
chaos fueled by a myriad of 
misinformation found online. 
The panic and fear that pushes 
people to buy toilet paper and 
hand sanitizer in bulk is the 
same hysteria that causes these 
xenophobic crimes. For some, 
Chinese people are quite liter-
ally the physical embodiment 
of the virus—we are a constant 
reminder of the harsh reality 
that is now knocking at their 
door.    

Though the fear of COV-
ID-19 is certainly responsible 
for many of these hate crimes,  
the pandemic also reveals an 
underlying bias and ignorance 
towards Asian people that 
had previously been hidden. 
China’s 2002 outbreak of 
Severe Acute Respira-
tory Syndrome (another 
fatal respiratory illness) 
and now COVID-19 
have reignited age-old rac-
ist insults against Chinese 
people, leading to exag-
gerated concerns about 
China’s hygiene and 
“medieval” food prac-
tices. Many paint 
Chinese people 
as diseased 
and primi-
tive, wholly 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the virus’s 
spread around 
the globe. While 

Chinese people specifically 
have been blamed for this cri-
sis, all Asians have been targets 
of these attacks, revealing the 
underlying problems of this 
type of injustice. The practice 
of scapegoating—blaming one 
community for a tragedy occur-
ring to all—is nothing new. We 
have seen how society reacts 
whenever a national disaster 
occurs and we have seen where 
this trend leaves us. Wide-
spread paranoia often snow-
balls into situations similar to 
the kind Muslim-Americans 
faced after the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001.

Unlike 2001, however, where 
President George W. Bush 
repeatedly urged the nation 
against blaming Muslim-
Americans for the tragedy, 
President Trump has instead 
increased tensions in the U.S. 

with his xenophobic 
comments. In recent 

weeks, Trump called 
the global pan-

demic a “Chinese virus,” refus-
ing to acknowledge the negative 
effects of his words. Trump's 
participation in such discrimi-
natory trends only makes mat-
ters worse, encouraging anti-
Asian violence to spread even 
further. Media coverage, too, 
has increasingly exacerbated 
the situation, playing into the 
public’s growing alarm for more 
views. Many stories refer to the 
COVID-19 as “Wuhan coro-
navirus,” “China coronavirus,” 
or “killer virus.” In February of 
2020, a LexisNexis UK data-
base of almost 100 high-circu-
lation newspapers from around 
the world reported that 1,066 
articles mentioned “fear” or re-
lated words, including “afraid.” 
Using such language is more 
harmful than it seems. Panic 
spreads faster than the actual 
disease, and linking coronavi-
rus to geographic regions or 
f e a r - inducing adjectives 

stimulates prej-
udice and dis-
c r i m i n a t i on 
against Chi-
nese people. 
Our presi-
dent’s dis-
missive atti-
tude towards 
the negative 
effects of his 
words only 
condones the 
usage of such 
terms and 
harassment of 
Asians, pro-
moting a cul-
ture of distrust 
and finger-

pointing in America.
Is that it? Is this what our 

society has come to? Perhaps 
there is more we can hope for 
in this society. Rather than al-
lowing this crisis to disintegrate 
our solidarity, it could be a unit-
ing factor, bringing us together 
into one large community, bat-
tling against the virus as one, 
and helping those in need. Al-
ready in the medical communi-
ty, there has been an increase in 
international collaboration of 
research in hopes of discovering 
a cure for COVID-19, proving 
that, contrary to popular opin-
ion, it is possible to overcome 

our biases and come together. 
Upon seeing other collaborative 
efforts, it is clear that the U.S. 
does not have to continue its 
trend of resorting to xenopho-
bia and racism during a crisis.                 

As global citizens, we must 
see beyond our fear to recognize 
the humanity in every single 
person. Countries must be able 
to hold the media accountable 
for negatively portraying the 
disease and stoking the panic in 
order to reduce racially moti-
vated violence. As Lawrentians, 
while we have experienced little 
anti-Asian hate on campus, we, 
too, must be mindful of our lan-
guage with respect to the Asian 
community.  

they would have spent walking or 
getting seated. Furthermore, the 
meetings never extend past the al-
lowed time, keeping school meet-
ing concise and saving student and 
faculty time. The Lawrenceville ad-
ministration has, in effect, demon-
strated the inefficient and unnec-
essary nature of in-person school 
gatherings by implementing easily 
accessible ways to send informa-
tion and displays of student talent 
to the student body. Seeing student 
talent on-screen is just as good as 
seeing it in person—in fact, filming 
the experience will allow students 
to view it multiple times and fully 
appreciate student efforts.

Nevertheless, in-person meet-
ings do not have to vanish entirely. 
For special situations, students 
should gather in the KAC. If a 
speaker is invited to speak, students 
should be encouraged to watch in 
a communal setting. However, not 
every gathering hosts a speaker. 
There are very few drawbacks 
to making Lawrenceville school 
meetings permanently virtual, such 
as the lack of enforcement for ac-

tually watching videos, and a 
need to plan other times to dis-

play student talents or engage in 

The Advantages of Retaining a Virtual School Meeting for Regular School

Min Kim’21/THE LAWRENCE

An Evolution of Hate Crime
HELEN LIU ’22

           How Asians Have Become America’s New Scapegoat

––––––––
School meeting itself is not 
meant to serve as a bonding 

experience . 
––––––––

Min Kim ’21THE LAWRENCE

––––––––
As global citizens, we 
must see beyond our fear to 
recognize the humanity in 

every single person.
––––––––
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Administration Announces 
New Scheduling Changes
PHILIP PARK ’22

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
rages on, Lawrenceville, like 
many other schools around the 
world, has turned to a virtual 
Spring Term. For the past two 
weeks, Lawrentians throughout 
the globe have adjusted to using 
Zoom for class instead of sitting 
at the Harkness table. After dis-
cussing results from a survey sent 
out on Friday, April 10, the faculty 
met on Monday, April 13, to dis-
cuss what the schedule will look 
like for the rest of Spring Term. 
The times for classes have been 
set from 9:30 A.M. EDT to 12:30  
P.M. EDT, a middle ground be-
tween the two times during the 
alpha and beta weeks; alpha week 
classes started at 9 A.M. EDT, 
while beta week classes started at 
10 A.M. EDT.

Starting on the next day, Law-
renceville assumed a more regu-
lar schedule, with Monday and 
Thursday “red days” (A, C, B 
periods), Tuesday and Friday 
“black days” (E, F, D periods), and 
Wednesday dedicated towards 
House and advisor meetings. Ac-
cording to Dean of Academics 
David Laws P’21’23 in an email 
addressed to the School com-
munity, this choice was due to an 
“overwhelming [response] from 
both students and faculty that 
picking one schedule and sticking 
to it (as opposed to alternating 
between alpha and beta weeks) 
was preferable.” 

In addition to the chang-
ing schedules at the start of the 
term, faculty members have also 

had to adjust to virtual teaching 
and communication. Reflecting 
on her relationships with other 
teachers this term, English Mas-
ter and Chair of the English De-
partment Miranda Christoffersen 
P’14 ’18 noted that although she 
“really misses the collegiality in 
between classes where teachers 
in the English department talk to 
each other about what’s going on 
with their students,” she believes 
the new online learning system 
has heightened the sense of com-
munity between faculty. “We’ve 
had a lot of meetings and distance 
learning courses about what we’re 
doing, and people have been great 
about sharing life hacks that help 
us all learn the technology better,” 
she said. Furthermore, according 
to Christoffersen, the creativity of 
her students’ papers also seems to 
be increasing. “Students have the 
opportunity to write things that 
maybe they wouldn’t risk writing 
in a graded system, and to try new 
styles of writing that they haven’t 
before,” she said. 

History Master Amethyst King 
attested to this claim with her 
own experiences transitioning to 
the new online system. “I’ve actu-
ally been adjusting pretty well to 
Zoom learning. As a new fellow, 
I’ve been the one to ask for help 
during the Fall and Winter Term, 
but this spring, I’ve been able to 
use my knowledge of the technol-
ogy to help out some of the older 
staff, and I’m glad I have the op-
portunity to do so,” she said. Both 
Christoffersen and King hope 
that faculty continue to support 
and empower each other during 

these difficult times. 
Students have also been try-

ing to adjust to the new system. 
When asked about her classroom 
experience so far, Kelsie Choi ’22 
said, “It is hard to jump into a 
discussion because students often 
talk at the same time, and because 
I can’t read the room the same 
way as I would in the classroom 
and act accordingly, I lose track of 
what I was planning to say.” 

However, on the positive as-
pects of using technology, Choi 
said, “I like virtual consultations 
because I can ask my teachers 
questions without a time limit...I 
always find myself having more 
than enough time for my ques-
tions to be answered.”

Reflecting on her own experi-
ences with online learning, Helen 
Liu ’22 said, “The main problem 
is that both students and teachers 
are still adjusting to having lim-
ited class time per week. Teachers 
still need to figure out what type 
of homework can best support 
student learning, while students 
are learning how to take on a large 
amount of work independently. 
During this time of transition, it’s 
definitely been hard to adjust.”

With the end of the coronavirus 
pandemic remaining unclear, it is 
crucial for students and faculty to 
stay together and support each 
other even as we transition to a 
virtual spring. Despite our vastly 
different schedule and the diffi-
cult changes to our daily lives, our 
community will continue to find 
ways to continuously adapt and 
grow together even during our 
time apart.

Fast Facts with Quiz 
Bowl at Virtual Kahoot!

JESSICA LI ’23
& PRAACHI CHAKRABORTY ’23

This past Tuesday, the Quiz 
Bowl Club held its first virtual 
Trivia Night from 8:00 to 9:00 
PM through Kahoot! with three 
different themed games and gift 
cards to play for. The Quiz Bowl 
Club consists of a recreational 
team and a competitive one that 
participates in nationwide high 
school and collegiate academic 
trivia tournaments. 

The night began with a Law-
renceville-themed trivia and then 
progressed into two more aca-
demic games. Questions ranged 
from topics such as history and 
science to pop culture. Over 30 
members of the Lawrenceville 
community participated in the 
event and learned fun facts such 
as that Damascus, the capital of 
Syria, is the oldest inhabited city 
on Earth and that banana oil is 
not made out of bananas. 

On her experiences during 
Trivia Night, Ria McDonald ’21, 
who had attended similar in-
person events in the past, said, 
“Getting into the same mindset 
and having the same setup even 
though we aren’t all together was 
fun...It’s weird being away from 
school…[so] it’s good to have a 
connection to the outer world, 
especially through virtual events 
at Lawrenceville.” 

According to Assistant Dean 
of Students Emilie Kosoff H’88 
’96 ’00 ’18 P’19, “One of the 
best parts about being a teach-
er is walking through campus 
and being able to see everyone, 
even if you don’t meet them on 

a daily basis. Especially in times 
like these, having these kinds of 
events are important, as it gives 
everyone a break from the insi-
pidity of meetings and asynchro-
nous classwork and lets us recon-
nect with our community on a 
more personal level.”

Reflecting on the event, Co-
President of the Quiz Bowl Club 
Parrish Albahary ’20 said, “I was 
surprised by the turnout and it 
made me happy that people were 
interested in the event because 
I’ve been trying to do more social 
events this year to introduce quiz 
bowl to the community.” She also 
commented on some common  
misconceptions about the club, 
saying, “People tend to think it’s 
just a bunch of nerdy people in a 
room, but it’s actually really fun 
and you learn a lot. It’s not just 
this intense competitive activity.”

When asked about the contin-
uance of team practice, Co-Pres-
ident of the Quiz Bowl competi-
tive team Praneel Chakraborty 
’20 said, “We will probably try 
to schedule team practices every 
so often, but more likely than 
not, the vast majority of practice 
[will] be done on an individual 
basis. Because ultimately, you 
have to keep your skills sharp if 
you want to stay at the top of the 
team, so we expect that this drive 
for improvement can motivate 
people.”  

The Quiz Bowl Club hopes 
to move forward in the virtual 
Spring Term by hosting more 
events through Zoom and by 
continuing team practice through 
Protobowl, an online platform for 
virtual quiz bowl practice.

Clubs Seek New Life in a Virtual Spring
NOLAN LEE ’21, 

KATIE LI ’21
& KYLAN TATUM ’21

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
forcing many institutions to pause 
normal procedures, Lawrenceville has 
made the difficult but necessary deci-
sion to switch to an online curriculum 
for the Spring Term. Two weeks into 
virtual schooling, many students have 
begun adapting club activities and 
creating new initiatives to preserve a 
sense of community and to maintain 
school spirit.

Art Club
Last Wednesday, Art Club Presi-

dent Elyssa Chou ’20 hosted a “sketch-
and-snack” event on Zoom, where she 
guided students and faculty in drawing 
from a reference photo. Reflecting on 
the event, Chou said, “It was nice be-
cause we had all these different people 
joining it and making the most of it.” 

This Spring Term, Chou plans to 
work in conjunction with the All-Arts 
Council, led by Arts Representative 
Samika Hariharan ’20, to hold art 
challenges every two weeks, such as 
a “mini Inktober” or a “Draw This in 
Your Style” challenge.

On the importance of continuing 
club activities, Chou said, “Art Club 
was where I didn’t have the pressure 
of grades and could try anything as an 
artist. I don’t want people to miss out 
on that. Art is a really good way to step 

out of or grapple with the world, [and] 
that’s something we need more than 
ever right now.”

The First Amendment
With virtual spring underway, 

The First 
A m e n d -
ment (TFA) 
is preparing 
to publish 
its first issue 
under the 
new board. 
E d i t o r s -
i n - C h i e f 
Cherie Fer-
nandes ’21 
and Jasper 
Zhu ’21 are 
determined 
to maintain 
TFA’s productivity, and plan to an-
nounce a graphics contest in hopes 
of generating interest. Zhu acknowl-
edged these unusual circumstances, 
“The biggest challenge is commu-
nicating with the rest of the board. 
On campus, it’s easier to reach out to 
people, while on Zoom, you have to 
compensate for different time zones.” 

In terms of campus-wide influence, 
Fernandes believes “TFA in particular, 
which recovers various political topics, 
is especially important and very neces-
sary to give students a sense of com-
munity and productivity.” 

GSA
Over the past two terms, The Gen-

der and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) has 
held weekly meetings as well as multi-
ple fundraisers and bake sales. For the 
Spring Term, GSA President Santi 

Parra ’20 has been speaking with GSA 
presidents from other schools such as 
Phillips Andover Academy, Phillips 
Exeter Academy,  and Choate Rose-
mary Hall to plan inter-school activi-
ties, such as a pen pal system and a 
collaborative video for Day of Silence 
on April 24. As for Lawrenceville-spe-
cific events, Parra lamented the loss of 
Pride Month on campus: “It was go-
ing to be reminiscent of last year: one 
massive event per week based on the 
different sexualities. That can’t happen 
anymore physically; I’m instead going 
to make Pride Month a bit more laid 

back and focus more on the transition 
of leadership.”

With many living at home with 
unaccepting families during this vir-
tual spring, Parra hopes to continue 
providing a support system for the 

club mem-
bers through 
hosting club 
meetings over 
Zoom.

Sports 
Business 

Club
The Sports 

B u s i n e s s 
Club (SBC) 
has con-
firmed two 
major initia-
tives for this 
Spring: an 

NBA Expansion Team Pitch Com-
petition and guest speaker Utah Jazz 
Head Coach Quin Snyder. The club 
had planned to host an Under the 
Lights Ping Pong Tournament in the 
spring, which has been postponed to 
the Fall Term. On adapting to a vir-
tual spring, SBC President Kylan 
Tatum ’21 said, “It was initially dis-
heartening to know that our largest 
event would not take place this year, 
but [the club’s] board has been work-
ing hard to provide alternative creative 
and educational opportunities for club 
members.” 

“It’s important for clubs to facilitate 
healthy outlets for students, especially 
at a time like this. Coming together 
through lighthearted competition 
helps us remain connected as a com-
munity,” said Tatum.

LIME
This spring, the Lawrenceville 

Innovation Marketing and Entre-
preneurship (LIME) club plans on 
hosting a virtual Lawrenceville Shark 
Tank. “We believe our student body 
can produce many innovative ideas 
that can spearhead change beyond 
Lawrenceville,” remarked co-presi-
dent Nolan Lee ’21. 

Co-President Jake Heimowitz ’21 
agreed, “[Lawrenceville] Shark Tank 
would be a unique and productive way 
to fill your time while we’re all stuck 
at home.” LIME has invited Harvard 
University Professor Don Goldman as 
a guest judge and hopes to make the 
competition school-wide.

“Clubs play a large role in maintain-
ing the community,” commented co-
leader Katie Li ’21. “Now more than 
ever we need to be putting in 100% of 
our effort.”

Many students recognize the im-
portance of unifying the community 
as Lawrenceville progresses through 
the virtual Spring Term. Despite the 
difficulties of online schooling and so-
cial distancing, club leaders continue 
to look for ways to adjust to carry out 
their goals in the spring term.

The Model UN Club meeting for Spring Plans. Avigna Ramachandran’21/THE LAWRENCE



FEATURESAPRIL ,  THE LAWRENCE - PAGE 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Lawrentians 
are unable to return to campus and are attend-
ing virtual classes across 16 different time zones. 
Caught in between these two worlds, it is a strug-
gle for many of us to remain together in spirit 
as one big community. However, despite our dif-
ferences in location, there is still one thing that 
unites us all: food. From Dalgona coffee, a recent 
TikTok trend, to pani puri, a centuries-old In-

dian snack, these delicious treats are a sight—and 
taste—to behold. Whether it’s sweet brigadeiros 
or savory haggis, or even the culture and class 
amalgamation of bobotie, exploring the history 
of international cuisines can bring Lawrentians 
closer together and provide us a glimpse into our 
diverse backgrounds. With that being said, here 
are our top four favorite foods from around the 
globe:  

International Culinary Arts
HELEN LIU’22

Another collection of science-fiction short 
stories, Exhalation fits quarantine perfectly. 
Although Ted Chiang’s stories are not con-
nected, they all deliberate similar themes. The 
titular story adopts a world of machine-like 
humans and mechanical, though not infal-
lible, memories. “The Lifecycle of Software 
Objects” details virtual socialization, evolv-
ing relationships, and even digital pets that 
are substituted for children. “The Truth of 
Fact, the Truth of Feeling” imagines that hu-
mans record every moment automatically and 
portrays an old man’s fight to protect humans’ 
apparently necessary forgetfulness. Exhalation 
repeatedly questions what makes us human but 
separates itself from similarly-focused books by 
forecasting how technological pressures might 
change humanity. During this period of social 
distancing, the role of technology in our every-
day lives has become increasingly prevalent. All 
we have is virtual socialization right now, and 
Chiang’s tales concern how shifting to mostly 
digital interaction might change us. Parts of 
Exhalation lack standout characters and can 
feel tedious, but at its best, it’s a hauntingly 
gorgeous consideration of what constitutes 
humanity and how that might change.  *Read 
it for: Stunning creativity, infrequent passages 
about free will, and to simply feel more human. 

Carlos Ruiz Zafón masterfully blends genres 
to create a novel which includes elements of 
historical fiction, thriller, mystery, and a touch 
of magical realism. Ruiz Zafón crafts a story 
for teenagers and adults rooted in the impor-
tance of childhood dreams and experiences. 
The main protagonist, Daniel Sempere, runs a 
bookshop in Barcelona with his father, instill-
ing in Sempere a love for stories. After read-
ing an extraordinary novel, Sempere seeks out 
the author’s other works, only to find out that 
they no longer exist. Sempere quickly realizes 
that in order to unfold this mystery, he needs 
to delve into the author’s life. Despite his insa-
tiable curiosity, Daniel acts with the same un-
certainty and self doubt to which any teenager 
can relate. In addition, Ruiz Zafón’s novel tours 
the reader through Barcelona’s geography and 
social dynamics in a post-Spanish Civil War 
society controlled by Francisco Franco’s fas-
cists. Thus, Ruiz Zafón includes themes spe-
cific to 1940s Barcelona as well as exploring 
Sempere’s first crush, first love, and relation-
ship to friends and family, while maintain-
ing a brilliant sense of humor which balances 
the novel’s weightier moments. *Read it for: 
well-timed humor, brilliant Spanish-to-English 
translation, and a unique coming-of-age story.

Michael Lewis, the author of Moneyball, The 
Blind Side, and The Big Short, possesses the rare 
ability to make virtually anything entertaining. 
Boomerang tackles classic, exciting subjects like 
the International Monetary Fund, the European 
Central Bank, and European sovereign debt. Un-
der Lewis’s pen, however, those topics are lucid 
and fascinating—even to people with little to 
no interest in finance. Lewis whisks his readers 
around the world on a tour of fiscal ruins from 
the 2008 financial crisis. He visits the monks who 
triggered Greece’s financial collapse—seriously—
before explaining why everyone was so afraid of 
Greece defaulting on its $400 billion debt. He 
flies to Germany and investigates why their 
taxpayers are so reluctant to continue bailing 
out other countries they regard as irresponsible. 
Lewis’s knack for shrewd judgement, witty quips, 
and humorous caricatures remains a constant in 
each setting. He calls tax evasion the national 
sport in Greece, pokes fun at how Germans are 
“obsessed with cleanliness and order yet harbor a 
secret fascination with filth and chaos,” and high-
lights Icelanders’ “feral streak.” The crude general-
izations are tongue-in-cheek, and he comes down 
equally hard on his fellow greedy Americans. 
Hysterical, real stories combined with compre-
hensible explanations of finance make Boomerang 
a worthwhile read. *Read it for: Shrewd analysis, 
introduction to finance, and gut-shaking laughter.

The first rocket departs from Ohio in Janu-
ary 1999. The launch produces enough heat 
to melt all the snow in Ohio, creating a tem-
porary “rocket summer.” The first rocket nev-
er returns to Earth. A second rocket lands on 
Mars. Then a third. The Martians, a sophisti-
cated, telepathic race, kill all their would-be 
colonizers. A year after the third rocket dis-
appears, a fourth expedition proves success-
ful. Chickenpox and other diseases carried 
by the first expedition devastate the Mar-
tians, pushing the population to the brink 
of extinction. Their sprawling cities, replete 
with elegant art and advanced technology, 
are left eerily abandoned, and the few sur-
viving Martians struggle to stop the new 
Martians: humans. Ray Bradbury’s episodic 
novel not only delineates mankind’s gradual 
colonization of Mars, but also questions 
cross-cultural interactions and earth men’s 
“talent for ruining big, beautiful things.” 
Published in 1950, the collection indirectly 
addresses imperialism while tackling a larg-
er themes of exploration and community. 
Bradbury brings signature imagination, dex-
terity, and a gift for emotion to his work. The 
result is an interesting, poignant collection 
that remains a landmark in science-fiction 
and literature. *Read it for: Cultured aliens, 
perfectly flawed characters, and Bradbury’s 
imaginative writing. An all time favorite.

The Shadow of the Wind___
The Martian Chronicles___ Exhalation___ Boomerang___

Top 4 Quarantine Reads from Mac and Jack

Brazil
A traditional Brazilian dessert, the brigadeiros, 

is similar in size and shape to a bonbon, except 
with the distinction of being a widely celebrated 
national icon. The simple chocolate sweet, com-
prised of condensed milk, butter, cocoa powder, 
and chocolate sprinkles, is commonly served in 
little paper cups during birthday parties, pot lucks, 
weddings, and formal events. Brigadeiros, trans-
lated into English as brigadier, an officer rank in 
the military, is named after the Brazilian war hero 
Brigadeiro Eduardo Gomes, famous for ending 
a communist coup in Rio de Janeiro during the 
1920s. When he ran for president, many women 
honored the handsome and charming bachelor by 
creating a dessert in his name. However, as post-
war Brazil faced shortages in milk and sugar, Rio 
de Janeiro confectioner Heloísa Nabuco de Olivei-
ra substituted those ingredients with the available 
condensed milk, which is still used today when 
making brigadeiros. Although Gomes was unable 
to win the election, the brigadeiro has become a 
staple chocolate dessert for millions of Brazil-
ians, found in restaurants and confectionery stores 
around the world. 

Bobotie, pronounced bar-boor-tee, is South 
Africa’s national dish, made primarily of cur-
ried minced meat topped with a milk and 
egg mixture. While some claim that bobotie 
is derived from the Malayan word boemboe 
or “curry spices,” others suggest that the dish 
likely originated from the Indonesian dish bo-
botok—shredded coconut, bay leaves, vegeta-
bles, and fish steamed and wrapped in banana 
leaves. When the Dutch East India Company 
shipped Malay, Javanese, and Indian slaves to 
Cape Town in the 17th century, they formed 
the Cape Malay community and adapted to 
their new surroundings by fusing Asian and 
Dutch cuisines, leading to the creation of bo-
botie. According to Reuben Riffel, a South 
African chef, enslaved Asians would eat roast 
meat on Sundays, and the next day, the left-
overs would be mixed with spices and topped 
with an egg mixture. Without access to certain 
ingredients, such as South Indian tamarind or 
coconut milk, the Cape Malay community ac-
quired certain ingredients via the spice route, 
ultimately transforming bobotok into bobotie. 
While the dish is occasionally garnished with 
nuts or fruit chutney, the recipe has remained 
unchanged since its creation, but it has cer-
tainly gained popularity outside of South Af-
rica’s working-class population. The perfect 
confluence of Eastern and Western cuisines, 
bobotie has united South Africa’s historically 
racially-segregated communities and serves as 
one of the nation’s most authentic delicacies. 

South Africa
Originally gaining popularity as a TikTok trend 

during quarantine, Dalgona coffee has recently 
swept the Internet into a frenzy, following a series of 
aesthetically-pleasing “how-to” videos highlighting 
the recipe’s easily-accessible ingredients. The bever-
age involves milk, topped with a foam composed of 
whisked instant coffee and sugar. Although most refer 
to the drink as “whipped coffee,” its real name, Dal-
gona, comes from the foam’s resemblance to a popular 
South Korean street candy during the 1970s, which 
shares the same light-brown color. However, Dal-
gona coffee’s origin is highly disputed; some believe 
that the drink can trace its roots back to India and 
Pakistan, where it is called phenti hui, and to Greece, 
the birthplace of frappes. Regardless, this delicious 
drink is one which everyone can make at home, even 
if it requires a little time, some physical activity, and 
plenty of persistence—especially if you decide to hand 
whisk! When mixed with milk, the result is a creamy, 
velvety-smooth drink, perfect for the spring and sum-
mertime. 

South Korea
Pani puri, a popular Indian street food delicacy, 

is made of crisp fried dough balls, puri, stuffed 
with potatoes, sprouts, spicy tangy water, and 
sweet chutney. This dish is usually enjoyed with 
sukha puri, a variation of pani puri filled with 
spiced potatoes and sev (small crunchy noodles). 
While most Indian dishes are unique to certain re-
gions, pani puri is consumed across the subconti-
nent and has even acquired different names in each 
region: puchka in West Bengal, gol gappe in New 
Delhi, and phulki in Gujarat. Though its history 
is often disputed, the epic Mahabaratha serves as 
commonly-believed origin of pani puri. According 
to the Sanskrit epic,  a newly-wedded Draupadi 
is given a challenge by her mother-in-law, Kun-
ti, soon after their family is exiled after losing a 
game of dice. Kunti, wanting to test her daughter-
in-law’s true capabilities, asks Draupadi to make 
enough food for her five sons, using only some 
leftover potato sabzi and enough wheat dough to 
make one puri.  When Draupadi proves successful 
and  invents the pani puri, Kunti curses the dish 
out of jealousy, so that, in the future, whoever eats 
the snack would spill some drops onto his shirt. 
Anyone who has eaten pani puri is well aware of 
the immense precision needed to avoid spilling: 
the perfect-sized hole must be made in the fried 
dough, and as soon as the water and chutney are 
poured, the puri must be eaten in one fell swoop. 
Consuming the puri in its entirety may seem like 
an innocuous task, but don’t be surprised if you’re 
left with a mess on your hands! After all, it’s the 
mess that makes pani puri all the more enjoyable. 

India

MAC DILATUSH ’21
JACK HALLINAN ’21

SPORTS EDITOR

Take a step back, unplug, and pick up a good book!

Dalgona Coffee Courtesy of The Mercury News

Bobotie Courtesy of Simply Cook

Brigadeiros Courtesy of Tori Avey
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Krasinski Spreading Some Good News

SYDNEY MCCORMACK ’21

Art for Healing: Looking for The Beauty Inside 
   The Beauty Inside is a 2015 Korean 
film in which Kim Woo-jin, the 
main character, wakes up everyday 
in a different face, body, race, and sex. 
Each day, he stares at a completely 
different person in the mirror. Only 
he himself knows that despite hav-
ing different physical appearances, 
the faces staring back at him are 
the same Kim Woo-jin. Then, on a 
day where he wears the features of 
a handsome young man, he meets a 
girl whom he falls in love with and 
to whom he tells his secret. Despite 
the seemingly peculiar storyline, The 
Beauty Inside addresses, through an 
honest and artistic lens, a prominent 
issue in South Korean society: the 
dilemma surrounding appearances. 

   When I first watched The Beau-
ty Inside, the film struck me and 
prompted me to consider how ac-
cepting we are of a society where 
physical appearances define over in-
ner selves. We are so used to judge-
ment on a superficial level and it 

SALLY LEE ’23

Movie poster for The Beauty Inside.
Courtesy of listal

   You may know him as Jim Hal-
pert from The Office, or Jack Ryan 
from Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan, but 
aside from his days of bothering 
Dwight Schrute or working for the 
CIA, John Krasinski shares posi-
tive news from around the world 
through his new Youtube channel: 
Some Good News (SGN).
   The first episode of the newscast 
aired this last Sunday with Kra-
sinski, the show’s host, seated at 
his desk, donning a suit and tie. 
In the back, we see a brightly co-
lored, handmade sign containing 
the show’s name, SGN, designed 
by his two daughters Hazel and 
Violet Krasinski. John Krasinski 
immediately sets a lighthearted 

and funny mood, explaining how 
his desire for a “news show dedica-
ted entirely to good news” inspired 
him to reach out to his followers 
and fans, “asking, nay begging, for 
some good news.” John Krasinski 
explains to viewers that “after rea-
ding those replies and the incredib-
ly heartwarming stories that came 
with them, [he] thought, ‘Enough 
is enough, world, why not us? Why 
not now?’” And so, with his honest 
words of “I have absolutely no idea 
what I’m doing, and now, for some 
good news,” the show was born.
   The show’s format is simplistic, re-
minding viewers of Saturday Night 
Live’s “Weekend Update” segments 
mixed with the positive and enter-
taining content John Krasinski’s 
social media followers have to offer. 

happens so regularly that I have come 
to accept this as part of the norm of 
everyday life. However, a sense of dis-
pleasure and disapproval has always 
remained within me. South Korea, 
the country I was raised in, holds 
heavy expectations about appear-
ances, such as weight, height, cloth-
ing, and makeup. Generally, people 
are exposed to these beauty stan-
dards through the film and Korean 
pop music industries, where mostly 
good-looking celebrities are publi-
cized. Audience members compare 
themselves to these commercial im-
ages and hold themselves to similar 
standards. People are often pressured 
to wear trendy clothes; it has even be-
come common expectation that girls 
should weigh below 50kg (110 lbs). 
There are even times when TV show 
hosts deliberately belittle their guests 
by joking about their appearances. It 
is clear that these artistic industries 
are reinforcing stereotypes and su-
perficial judgments in Korean society 
instead of building a culture of diver-
sity and respect. 
   Personally, I believe that although 
appearances can temporarily increase 
the likeability of a person, what ul-
timately defines a person are their 
thoughts, actions, and heart. There-
fore, through listening and under-
standing with an open mind, I leave 

Similar to Jimmy Kimmel Live! but 
being more interactive with its au-
dience, SGN, with Krasinski’s direct 
sense of humor and engaging foo-
tage, successfully creates a comedic 
atmosphere while effectively delive-
ring his message. John Krasinski has 
two cameras and uses Zoom on his 
computer to talk to various invited 
guests. What this newscast may be 
lacking in special effect design, he 
makes up with a sincere voice and 
clear purpose, using resources avai-
lable to him to share good news du-
ring this unsettling time.
   In the forms of Tweets, video clips, 
and photos from people all over the 
world, SGN features submissions 
of ‘good news’ and broadcasts these 
acts of kindness. In the first episode, 
John Krasinski focused on thanking 

the medical community and their 
help during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He included clips of people 
applauding the “healthcare heroes,” 
as well as heartwarming videos of 
families making the most of social 
distancing. As for the second episode, 
John Krasinski highlighted responses 
to the healthcare community’s call 
for medical supplies through videos 
of people creating masks from their 
homes, donating food to workers on 
the front lines, and organizing relief 
funds.
   But wait, there’s more! Not only 
does John Krasinski share submis-
sions of good news, he also brings 
the good news straight to the show 
through guest appearances. “En-
tertainment Correspondent” Steve 
Carell made an appearance on the 
show’s first episode, where the two 
actors reminisced of their times wor-
king together for The Office, celebra-
ting the show’s 15th anniversary. The 
show’s designated “Meteorologist” 
Robert De Niro and Emily Blunt 
also made appearances throughout 
the show. However, red-carpet ce-
lebrities do not make up the entire 
cast of SGN. John Krasinski invited 
15-year-old Coco onto the show via 
Zoom to celebrate her final round 
of chemotherapy and ensuing return 
from the hospital.
   And the exciting news doesn’t end 
there. On the show’s second episode, 
John Krasinski acknowledges how 
during these unprecedented times, 
“So many of us are missing out on the 
things we love, on the people we love, 
and on the chance to all get together.” 
Thus, he began a new segment cal-
led, “What Did I Miss?” To pilot 
this, he invited nine-year-old Aub-
rey onto the show via Zoom inter-

John Krasinski on set for episode 2 of Some Good News. Courtesy of empireonline

view. Due to the pandemic, Aubrey’s 
“long-awaited Hamilton experience 
was cancelled.” Thus, John Krasins-
ki surprised the Hamilton fan with 
a “zoom-bomb” from Lin Manuel 
Miranda himself. Miranda began by 
playing the opening notes of Ha-
milton’s “Alexander Hamilton,” and 
Aubrey was further surprised when 
the entire original cast of Hamilton 
entered the video chat to perform for 
her. Not only was this a unique expe-
rience for Aubrey, but for all viewers 
tuning in. Through SGN, Krasins-
ki connects his audience to people 
that they would have otherwise ne-
ver had the chance to meet, sprea-
ding joy through once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences. In fact, SGN has been 
such a hit that spin-offs have been 
created, to which John Krasinski res-
ponds, “That kind of behavior is not 
only SGN approved, it’s encouraged. 
Because I am very well aware I am 
only delivering the good news; you 
are the good news.”
   John Krasinski has taken to You-
Tube with an upbeat and positive 
attitude that is desperately needed 
during this unnerving time. In cont-
rast to other shows such as The Late 
Night Show with Jimmy Fallon, 
which attracts its audience through 
pure entertainment, SGN makes a 
special debut through delivering the 
voices of the public. Since Lawrence-
ville is all about community, the show 
becomes worthwhile for Lawrentians 
as SGN focuses solely on sprea-
ding good news while cultivating 
a worldwide sense of community. 
To follow in John Krasinski’s foots-
teps, perhaps Lawrenceville could 
create a platform to showcase our 
community’s good news, sharing 
positivity one episode at a time. 

myself the chance to amend my 
prejudices against others. The Beauty 
Inside resonated with me in this as-
pect because although the girl fell for 
Kim Woo-jin due to his kindness and 
personality, his changing appearances 
prevented her from recognizing him 
the following day. To uphold their 
connection, she could only rely on 
him recognizing her first. Through 
this, the film explains that the pursuit 
of the inner self must never be one-
sided. One must be willing to recog-

nize and express the inner self, but on 
the other end, people must be willing 
to accept and respect that expression. 
The plot emphasizes how true connec-
tions are formed when one reaches for 
something deeper, something substan-
tial beyond physical appearance. 
   The film, in its raw and honest por-
trayal of such a superficial society, en-
dorses the idea that finding the beauty 
inside is a difficult, self-healing process 
that will certainly reap its rewards. It 
showed me that accepting others and 
embracing self-expression are valu-

“Who am I? Who am I to oth-
ers? Do I truly love you? Do I 
love you, or your appearance?  
These are some questions that  
the film brings up,”  Lee said.

able ways to heal. People are able 
to heal through videography and 
film because many promote positive 
concepts such as love and success, to 
which the audience can exemplify 
and relate to on a personal level. 
However, to achieve this healing ef-
fect, the film industry has a lot more 
to improve upon. By diversifying 
their casts, addressing social issues, 
and deviating away from the stan-
dard rom-coms, Korean films defi-
nitely have the potential to reach and 
impact a larger audience. 

Characters Hong Yi-soo (right) and Kim Woo-jin (left). Courtesy of festival.sdaff
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“For the love of football.” This 
catchphrase helped rebrand the 
Xtreme Football League (XFL) as 
a reinvigorated version of its former 
self: a professional football league 
giving football fans something to 
watch in the spring. Despite XFL 
Founder Vince McMahon’s efforts 
to learn from his mistakes after 
the XFL’s initial installment folded 
in 2001, it once again enters the 
graveyard of start-up professional 
football leagues. On March 20, the 
XFL canceled the remainder of the 
2020 season due to COVID-19. 
On April 10, it suspended all op-
erations and laid off all staff, signal-
ing the league’s end once again, a 
disappointing one considering we 
barely got to know the new XFL. 
The original edition was filled with 
radical rule changes and gimmicks 
that resulted in a noisy, distracting 
experience. This time, McMahon 
left the distractions behind and kept 
the XFL unique but more down-
to-earth by instituting intriguing 
rule changes, such as the double-
forward pass and the unique point-
after-touchdown (PAT) options, to 
make the game more exciting while 
keeping it grounded, an appealing 
combination. Neither a competitor 
to the National Football League 
(NFL), nor a developmental league 
for the NFL, the XFL was supposed 
to simply be an alternative. Is it fair 
to call the XFL’s second installment 
a complete failure?

In the United States, the NFL, 
being the most popular and lucra-
tive sports league in the world, holds 
a complete monopoly on the profes-
sional football market. Thus, startup 
football leagues have a hard time 
staying afloat in the market given 
the NFL’s dominance. In order for 
a start-up football league to stay 
afloat, it would require direct sup-
port from the NFL. Take the Alli-
ance of American Football (AAF), 
for example, whose first and only 
season lasted for just 50 days from 
February 9 to March 31, 2019. Un-
like the XFL, the AAF wanted to 

The Most Underrated Rivalry of the 2000s?
Hawkins Sutter ’22

The National Basketball Asso-
ciation (NBA) playoffs would have 
started less than a week from now, 
with the NBA Finals arriving just 
two months later, if not for the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. However, the 
NBA was forced to suspend its sea-
son indefinitely. Consequently, we 
may never actually see a team hoist 
the Larry O’Brien trophy this season. 
Although all basketball fans wish 
there were a way to see the best teams 
in the league battle it out, we now 
have time to reflect and think back 
on some of the best playoff matchups 
ever. From Michael Jordan’s Chicago 
Bulls to Stephen Curry’s Golden 
State Warriors, recent generations of 
basketball fans have witnessed many 
dynasties, but we may never see a Fi-
nals matchup as star-studded or ex-
citing as the Miami Heat versus the 
San Antonio Spurs in both 2013 and 
2014.

In 2013, the Heat was coming off 
a championship season where it de-
feated the Oklahoma City Thunder 
to win its first title in six years and 
looked to go back-to-back. The Spurs 
were attempting to bounce back from 
an upset in the Western Conference 
Finals against the Thunder the previ-
ous year. The Heat and the Spurs set 
the standard for the modern NBA’s 
“superteams”, as their rosters com-
bined for what we now consider 
to be eight probable Hall of Fame 
players. The Heat’s stars included 
2012 Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
Lebron James, Dwayne Wade, Chris 

Antonio gained a controlling lead. 
But just as the game felt sealed, the 
Heat mounted a comeback. Clutch 
threes brought the Heat to within 
two points with 20 seconds remain-
ing, and an intentional foul resulted 
in a make and a miss from Leon-
ard at the line. The Heat, down by 
three, had one final opportunity to 
force overtime and save its season. 
With the clock ticking, James went 
up for the three and bricked it, but 
a clutch Bosh rebound resulted in a 
fading three-pointer from Allen that 
is engraved in the minds of all who 
watched it. The moment felt surreal, 
and the fans went crazy as the shot 
went in to tie the game with 5.2 sec-
onds remaining. The Heat used this 
momentum to propel ahead in over-

time, securing the victory and, ulti-
mately, a Finals win two days later in 
an epic Game 7 battle.

In 2014, the teams met again with 
similar lineups, but the series took a 
different course. The Heat seemed 
outmatched from the start, winning 
only one game. The Spurs took their 
chance for revenge handily, with 
Leonard winning Finals MVP and 
officially ascending to stardom. This 
Finals also had a serious ripple ef-
fect, as James decided to return to the 
Cleveland Cavaliers after the loss.

These teams dominated because of 
the unique abilities their star players 
brought to the table. For the Heat, 
James and Wade provided consis-
tent scoring at all times, along with 
elite defense on the perimeter. Bosh 

Bosh, and Ray Allen, while the 
Spurs presented an equally danger-
ous lineup with Tim Duncan, Tony 
Parker, Manu Ginobili, and then 
breakout star Kawhi Leonard. With 
an abundance of talent, both stormed 
through their conferences to meet 
each other in one of the most antici-
pated Finals ever. 

With neither team able to win two 
games consecutively, the series start-
ed competitively, but the real drama 
began in Game 6. The Spurs held 
a 3-2 series lead after a very strong 
Game 5 performance in San Anto-
nio in which three players scored 
over 23 points. Although the next 
game was in Miami, the series looked 
to be in the Spurs’ hands. After a 
tight three and a half quarters, San 

Was Vince McMahon’s XFL Reboot a Failure?

Courtesy of  NYTimes

eventually become a developmental 
league for the NFL, but unrealistic 
aspirations, disorganized manage-
ment, and insufficient funding led 
to the AAF’s quick demise. 

A year before the XFL kicked off, 
McMahon took a step in the right 
direction by signing a noteworthy 
television deal. It was able to attain 
a deal with The Walt Disney Com-
pany, meaning its games would be 
nationally televised on ABC, FOX, 
and ESPN. This was a step in the 
right direction, ensuring maximum 
potential exposure. However, as 
the season continued, viewership 

proved to be a strong force in the 
paint, grabbing offensive and defen-
sive rebounds every game and racking 
up blocks, which forced teams to stick 
to the perimeter. At the time, Allen 
was the best three-point shooter to 
ever step on a basketball court, and 
teams could never help off of him, 
thus creating more opportunities for 
Allen’s teammates. This “Big Three” 
of All-Stars plus Allen’s superb fit in 
Miami’s system consistently wreaked 
havoc in the Eastern Conference.

As for the Spurs, ol’ reliable Dun-
can brought a combination of domi-
nant scoring in and out of the post, 
elite rim-protecting, and leadership 
that the league has rarely seen. Parker 
was one of the best passers in the 
league and also had a solid three-
point jumper in his arsenal. Ginobili 
and Leonard comprised an offensive 
force that at times seemed unstop-
pable, as they could drive to the bas-
ket or pull up from outside with ease. 
It should also be mentioned that 
Leonard was arguably the best pe-
rimeter defender in the league, win-
ning Finals MVP largely because of 
his elite defense on James. The Spurs’ 
classic “Big Three’’ of Duncan, Parker, 
and Ginobili had existed around the 
Western Conference’s top for a long 
time, so Leonard’s growth into a Fi-
nals MVP served as the X-Factor in 
redeeming the previous year’s last-
second loss. In a time when star-
studded superteams were not the 
norm, the Heat and Spurs combined 
for one of the most talented and un-
forgettable matchups, driven by eight 
future Hall of Fame caliber players. 

dropped consistently week by week. 
During Week One, 3.1 million 
people watched each XFL game. 
However, only 800,000 people per 
game tuned in during Week Five, 
the XFL’s final week due to the 
global pandemic. Perhaps the steady 
decline in viewership indicated that 
the XFL was destined for failure 
even before COVID-19 shut it 
down. Despite that, had it complet-
ed the entire season, the XFL most 
likely would have returned for a 
second, assuming Vince McMahon 
continued funding it. To the XFL’s 
credit, its ticket sales exceeded ex-

pectations, and host cities seemed to 
take pride in their XFL teams. 

Now that the XFL has ceased 
operations for the second time, we 
have to ask the question: was the 
XFL’s return a failure? Was its shut-
down inevitable and COVID-19 
simply accelerated the process? On 
one hand, Vince McMahon de-
serves applause for rebranding the 
XFL into a marketable and realis-
tic football experience, rather than 
the gaudy 2001 version. The 2001 
league’s theatrics proved ridiculous 
and unpopular in the long run, so 
the easily palatable 2020 games pro-
vided a strong platform on which to 
build. Additionally, 14 players from 
the XFL have already been signed 
to NFL teams, providing them a 
chance to further pursue their foot-
ball careers. The XFL also brought 
professional football back to St. 
Louis, Missouri, and many fans en-
joyed watching it while it lasted. On 
the other hand, the XFL’s demise 
seemed to be just a matter of time. 
Due to the dwindling TV viewer-
ship numbers, the XFL would not 
have been able to sustain itself fi-
nancially. Although McMahon 
could have continued to fund the 
XFL until it became profitable, it 
seemed very unlikely that the league 
would have found a way to make 
enough money to last in the long 
run, especially when considering 
McMahon’s rumored $500 million 
up-front investment, indicating that 
perhaps the XFL was over before it 
even began. 

Courtesy of NBA

Dallas Renegades running back Austin Walter escapes a New York Guardians defender

Clockwise from top left: Ray Allen, Tony Parker, Lebron James, Dwayne Wade, Tim Duncan
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What do you miss 
the most

Chessie in the 
hallway :( The boys the sun places that aren't my room mcclellan <3 fresh air Eric's lovely presence

What are you 
excited about this 

term
@lvillebreadbakers 3 hours of hw 

before each class
spending time w/ 

fam "virtual socializing" real weekends authentic boba limited social interaction

Any new talents 
learned?

Sleeping on a 
mattress 

2x6x1minute at 
stretch goal pace :)

setting my kitchen 
on fire Running a stationary mile getting ready for class 

in 5 mins 1am harkness proper muting etiquette

ETHAN MARKEL ’21

The Lawrenceville Boys Crew team 
is just one of the many spring athletic 
teams to have its season derailed by 
COVID-19. However, adversity is 
hardly a stranger to Big Red oarsmen, 
and Captains Sal Natale ’20 and An-
drew Tokarski ’20 exemplify the resil-
ience and tenacity of a Lawrenceville 
oarsman as they keep in shape and 
stay motivated throughout these un-
certain times. “It’s easy for guys to lose 
sight of what they love about rowing. 
You have to treat this spring like it’s 
still a racing season,” said Natale. 

Despite being forced to stay at 
home, Natale, Tokarski, and several 
other members of the team have row-
ing machines at home and are able 
to continue training rigorously. Each 
week, the coaches send out weekly 
training plans, similar to those used 
during the winter offseason, for ev-
eryone to follow. “The most important 
thing right now is to keep training. 
Even if you don’t have access to an 
ergometer, do your best to do some 
cardio or perhaps some lifting,” said 

Tokarski in last week’s team Zoom 
meeting. 

One of the biggest things that Na-
tale and Tokarski miss most about the 
spring season, aside from the racing, is 
Wednesday practices. Wednesdays are 
long practice days, with extended time 
at Mercer Lake, topped by a grueling 
session in the Al-Rashid Strength and 
Conditioning Center known as the 
Power-10 circuit. After practice, ev-
eryone always got together for dinner 
in Irwin Dining Center, often indulg-

ing in multiple servings of chocolate 
milk. While the opportunities for 
rowing together are limited by current 
circumstances, the captains are do-
ing what they can with what weights 
they have at home and are incorporat-
ing more bodyweight circuits to their 
training.

A few weeks ago, Natale and Tokar-
ski came up with a March Madness-
style weekly bracket challenge, with 
32 current members and alumni of the 
Lawrenceville Crew program joining 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

the challenge. “Off the water for the 
spring, the boys are [still] ready and 
hungry for some competition,” said 
Natale upon the announcement of 
the challenge on the Boys Crew Ins-
tagram page. Tokarski himself logged 
80 kilometers on Monday, March 30, 
advancing to the second round of the 
challenge. Natale, Tokarski, and the 
coaches also organized a team Zoom 
meeting last week for the team to 
catch up and hopefully experience 
some of what will be missed in the 

spring. Going forward, the captains 
do plan on having a couple more this 
spring as an opportunity for the guys 
to get together and enjoy each other’s 
company. 

Natale and Tokarski have had a 
tremendous impact on the younger 
oarsmen of the team. Oarsman Guy 
Ferrera ’21 said, “Sal, Tokarski, and the 
other seniors were such a blast to be 
around. It’s terrible that I won’t get to 
row alongside them in their last year.” 
Ferrera’s sentiment is shared among 
many fellow oarsmen, with many of 
the rising seniors aspiring to fill the 
heart and leadership of the team the 
way Natale, Tokarski, and the other 
seniors did this year. Natale offered 
the following advice to some of the 
underclassmen of the team: “Have fun 
with the sport, look up to the older 
guys, and watch how they approach 
each day’s workout. You will learn a lot 
from that.” 

Though missing their senior spring 
season has been extremely disappoint-
ing, both Natale and Tokarski will be 
continuing their rowing careers in col-
lege at the Division I level. 

The Ripple Effect in Brady Bay
EDAN BLECHER ’21

This National Football League (NFL) 
offseason has been a whirlwind of 
headlines: the Houston Texans trading 
Deandre Hopkins to the Arizona 
Cardinals, the NFL draft becoming 
completely virtual and much more. 
However, arguably the most significant 
offseason signing was Tom Brady’s move 
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Brady’s 
decision will reshape not only the New 
England Patriots organization and 
their future performance, but will also 
shift the NFL’s traditional hierarchy in 
a seismic way.

The New England Patriots have been 
the “city upon a hill” in the NFL for 
the better part of the last 20 years, and 
most of that success can be attributed 
to quarterback Brady, who has led the 
team to nine Super Bowls, winning six. 
During his time as a Patriot, Brady has 
solidified himself not only as the best 
Patriot but possibly the greatest NFL 
player in history. Now that Brady, who 
has been Head Coach Bill Belichick’s 
quarterback since 2001, is on to Tampa 
Bay; the Patriots organization has a 
difficult road ahead. It will feel out of the 
ordinary for Brady not to be a Patriot 
and for the team not to be a playoff lock.
If Belichick stays for the foreseeable 
future, the Patriots should look to either 

continue developing quarterback Jarrett 
Stidham or take a quarterback in the 
Draft. Jarrett Stidham has shown signs 
of growth and potential on the practice 
field, and under Belichick’s guidance, he 

could develop 
into a solid starter. 
The other option would be to draft a 
quarterback in the first round. At their 
current drafting position, that could be 
a player like Jordan Love from Utah 
State University. However, if the Patriots 
want a higher rated player such as Justin 
Herbert, they would have to trade to 
move up. 

The other hypothetical situation is 
that Belichick does not plan on staying 
in New England for much longer. In that 

case, the Patriots will most likely sign a 
veteran quarterback with a proven track 
record such as Cam Newton. I think 

he would serve as a good transition 
quarterback for the Patriots in a league 
that is beginning to value the athletic 
quarterback over the pocket passer. 
If they are not interested in Newton, 
Deshaun Watson of the Houston Texans 
has also been a name coming up in 
discussions for the Patriots. The Pats 
would have to give up a king’s ransom to 
trade for Watson, but acquiring Watson 
would give the Patriots a ready-made 

franchise quarterback for the next 
decade. 

Although the Patriots have lost Brady, 
I do not expect them to experience a 
serious drop- off. Even 

though B r a d y 
has been 
o n e  o f 
the best 
p l a y e r s 

in the 

league 
for the 
b e t t e r 
part of 
19 years, 

h i s  s t eady 
performance did start to 
decline this past season. 

Despite the fact that the 
Patriots did not get the vintage Brady in 
2019, they still managed to do quite well, 
finishing 12-4. The Patriots still have a 
solid roster in place, and even with an 
inexperienced quarterback at the helm, 
I would expect them to go at least 8-8. 

However, I believe that the effects 
this will have on the NFL as a whole 
are greater than the effects this will 
have on the Patriots. With the Patriots 
withering away, teams in their division, 

the AFC East, have been making 
aggressive signings and trades in free 
agency in order to pursue a realistic 
playoff push. The Buffalo Bills traded 
for star wide receiver Stefon Diggs, the 
Miami Dolphins signed star cornerback 
Byron Jones, and the Jets have bolstered 
their offensive line to protect quarterback 
Sam Darnold. 

As for the National Football 
Conference (NFC), the Buccaneers 
(Bucs) are now instant Super Bowl 
contenders. Now that Brady has weapons 
like Chris Godwin, Mike Evans, and OJ 
Howard, he could very well earn a Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) caliber season. 
Though the Bucs will still need to address 
the offensive line in the draft, Brady 
now has almost unprecedented talent 
at his disposal. With this new addition, 
the NFC now becomes extremely 
competitive. Teams including the Bucs, 
New Orleans Saints, San Francisco 49ers, 
Green Bay Packers, and Seattle Seahawks 
will all be Super Bowl contenders.

I believe Brady is poised to have 
an unbelievable season next year, even 
though his play has slowed down over 
the past few seasons. This decision from 
Brady will not only make the NFC much 
more competitive than in previous years 
but will also incentivize AFC teams to 
make a push to take over the throne the 
Patriots no longer hold.

Captains Tokarski ’20 and Natale ’20 staying in shape at home


